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1 (C ThefictChoptre 

x [Here b:gynneth of Johñ Serſũ cha 
tele 1 doly doctuineof criſt how 
welt huidefoiowchym x2tepneali:wenzdip banttcs. 
hood with me ſaitireriſt our ſaui 

; out watkethnatiperkenes:Theſsbe 

che woes of teſucriſt wherby wel 

1 4. 4 exoztedtofolowhisloze a doctrine 
S2=5y wewiltcruely be lightned — 
tom allblinesof ignoraũte ol mynde. Let our 
Aenne neee enen 
tine ⁊ lyft of ieſu criſt whiche extelleth the doctrine 
"vfallfeyntes.3ndwhoſo may haue the itpoftheyt 
Foie ſequeſtrate in woꝛdly thynges in this ſcriptu⸗ 

4.1 'cevfouriodemay fyndeſwete mannaſpiritualfo- 
deor the ſoule · But there be many ot tymes herige 
F deuoci⸗ 


of gre or ygentiy 
our lyfe to hyspreceptis. what auaplethe 3 
as 'Q argumentps of the 
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ercepetheloue of go ebe enge 
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wo — tothe wozide pbura- 
— — fo: 2 


eyches:tranſetoꝛious honours:falſe x fleſſhelp de 
£es:02 to deſire any ino2dinatepleſure tempozall 17 
ſhall a man to perpetuall pzyne.Yowe val 
ne thynge is it to — forsot 
a good ſyfe to gyue hede to thynges pꝛelent x to cõ⸗ 
tempne thynges chat be to come. Aſo to fixe out lo 
ue on that whiche ſhoꝛtly vaneſſheth away: to ds 
no diligente to come thider / where be innumerabie 
t perpetuall ioyes aue mynde howe inthis won 
. —— — | 
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C.Theftrlt. 

eth i col idereth himſelfe xvnderſtabethbis owne 
| 2 
| e. A mau had knowlege of allthynges in the 
woꝛlde without charite what ſhulde it auãyle hym 
in the ſyght of god that iugeth man after his dedes 
Nelrayne thyn appetite ofio2dinatedefireof cury⸗ 
dus knowlege of thoſe thynges that rather ſhal diſ⸗ 
taſe thy ſoule x withdzawe it from the vnyte a cha⸗ 
tpte ot god / than excyte it therto. Is weſe man of 
this ma ner ot lerned men deſire to be reputed and 
/ holden wyſe in multiplyinge woꝛdes which if they 
delpte the herynge / they refreſſhe a fede natÞ ſoule 
durt litell. But a good life x pure cõſcitte refreſſheth 

A che mynde à enduceth man to haue ferme cofidence 
2 od. The moꝛe knowlege that man hath: x woz⸗ 

nat confozmable;the moꝛe ſhalbe his peyne at 
7 2 ol dome:x therfoze exalte nat thy ſelf of any 
—eraft 7 — rather fere that thou diſplea⸗ 
(e nat god ĩ abutiontherof.Remdbze if thou knowe 
many thynges z excedeſt other in pet cons 
ider that there be many mo thynges that thou 
= lgnozauntof/x er 2 oboe nd Src 
3 
MN 
Concthe verybnowlege = 
So 019 greate wicome x pfecios he, 
—ů— — 
a oa ſpubeN 
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bed be oz. 
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: better than them: foꝛ thou knoweſt nat howe longe 
| thou ſhalt pſeuer in goodnes oꝛ fro the fame crime 

webe all fraſle and thou ſhulde Jugeno man moze 
fraplethanthyſelfe. | 


C The. iii. Chaptre ofthe doctryne of truthe. 
{O65 is happy whome truthe diligẽt 
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ly (nfo2meth nat dy fygures oz voyces fay⸗ 


lyuge but by in warde inſpiracion.Oure opinion /⁊ 
vnderſtandynge many tymes dicepueth vs. what 
auapleth it vs foʒ to labout byſelp foz the knowlege 
of thoſe thynges / whyche ſhall nouther helpe vs pf 
we kno we theym: ne diſauauntage vs if we therin 
be ignoraunt at the day of iugement. It ps greate 
foly to diſpice thynges pꝛołytable / and neceſſary / 
to labour fo2 thoſe thynges that be curious i dam 
nable. Bleſſed ps that perſone whome god tech 
| foꝛ in hym be all good thyngesthat man may 
thr oz deſyꝛe. A good loꝛde:in thy gracious pꝛeſencelet 


d thou onlp — 
ioyned to hym in e 
cepueth of ſpirituall iy 
wethe maup ſecrete myſteties hyd from other peoz 


me oꝛ febſed / ſoʒ it referreth euetp labour to the ho⸗ 


nourofgod 2 lfoxceth irlelfeto ceſefro al otherth: 


es that be nat intheſyghrofgod acceptable: who 
Allerhand kueth uf oben ot his owneſen 
. Fuallaffecc{on-weredeof many Emperours ach: 


| | | © - vtherdoctoursand all other creatures kepe ſtlence *.® 


ple Thepureſimple + ftablempnde is nat ouerco: | 
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ule: foʒ the moʒe man os 
mekenes: the moe heres XJ 
wherby he kno⸗ 


¶ The firft. 
urs / that conquered kyndoms and empyꝛes 
pet neuer ouercameneſubduedtheymſelfe/fo; 
| —— moſte victoꝛious conqueſi; where 
man perkytely ouercomech yymdſeſte-Thpsſhulde 
de out daylpe datayle to ſtryue with dure ſeife / and 
the moꝛe vycto es the ſoule hath al the bodye the 
moꝛe ſtronge itys:and moꝛe apte to encteſe and to 
neu grace.Euery perfeccpon inthysIyfehath 
me perfeccion annxid to it. Ind there is noknow- 
lege in thys woꝛlde:but it is myxt with ſome derke⸗ 
neſſe of ignozaunce.The humble knowelege ol th 
ſelfe ys moꝛe (ure wey to heuen / than the curious i 
Nuiſicion of ꝓfounde kno wlege of thynges vn ry. 
—Rable:thefcienceofcucry thige well oꝛdꝛed is good 
—— a gs ood lyfe is moche better. 

d there be diuers that ſtudy rather foz excellence 
fcunnyngethangoodlyuynge:therfoze they fan 
n errour ĩ bꝛynge fozthe litell frute oz none. O wol 
de god they wolde indeuour themlelfe as dylygent 
1 vice 3plancvertuein they:fowieg/as 
| tangagethaneecehudenatde ſomocheor 
— — ſo moche oc 
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Parte 

p: 3 — 
ner of clerkes we haue kno wen in our dapes no we 
theyz curioſite is paſſed and other mfoccupie their 
pꝛebendes #pzomocions that they poſſed: Jfthep 
were here nowe Iſuppoſe they wolde ne⸗ 
wer labour ſo foʒ curiolite in hno wiege ne tẽ⸗ 
po:all pꝛomocions. —— — 
this wozlde that thep2 entẽt had ben accoꝛdynge to 
the holy doctryne of lcripture than the ſtudy had bf 
happy. O howe many inmanere of euery ſtate pe- 
tiſſhith in this woꝛlde by vayne glory that moze de 
ſire to — pꝛynces x pꝛelates ⁊ other patrons foꝛ 
a tempoꝛall pꝛomocion than truly ⁊ in wardiy toſer 
ue god foꝛ the pꝛomocions eternal. Cheſe deſire ta 
ther by pompe ⁊ pꝛyde to be great in the wozlde:tha 
by mekenes ⁊ charite to be in fauoure with — 
merſoꝛe they vaniſſh i their thaughtis a de 
che ſmoke that euerthe — — 
faderh3faileth Thatperſonemay be namen great 
in grace that is incended wyth charite ⁊ is pfytiyo- 

bedient by humplyte contempnynge the (nozdinat 
del ire of pꝛeemynens oz of dignite. And he ys pꝛu⸗ 
dent that —— — — ane 
as vile the celeſtialgoodis 


perfitepoſſeſſionof 
de en e thanghx 


and ſoloweth the wplofgod. 
Saen cher resten 


eupnge. 
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thateuerinfozceth hymtelfeto fozſakehis own will | # 


2(00we the lyght a frayle —— 
fite people that be lwiſte to — — 
thyngesthat be the hurt ol theyzowne ſoules / and 
the detment of theyz neyghboure. But the wyſe / X 
pertyte men knowynge the fraylte of man moze ꝓ⸗ 
ne to euyll than to good be nat ſo lyght to beleue £- 
nery wo2dethat they here. It is great wildom and 
Aſo diſcreſcion to be ſober in iugement x other de⸗ 
Jynge ⁊ nat to haue ouermoche confidence in _ 
pꝛe dedes ne to reherſe other thynges lyghtly 
Vedxherdexeuerto gpuehedetotakecouncelſofa 
bile a wellconſciencemanxeuer gladder tobe in 
.tructeof a nother than to folowe thy ppze intency- 
vn oʒmynde. A good lyfe maketh theto be reputed 
wiſe in the ſyght ol god x to haue in many thyn 
experience. Euer the maꝛe meke ⁊ obedient a ma be 
god themoze wilt x quyeteſhallhe be. 


T The.v. Chaptre is ot᷑ p redige ol holy ſcriptute 
—— — — 
Nene nm coganeziaſpecbe'we 

..4 EEE 
| ——— ſprete as retepued 

d wiſdome wolde weſhulde folowethoſe auto⸗ 

es and bokes where we map haue moſt ſwete x ꝓ⸗ 
| „* The fame ot ſotell 
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phytoſophers | eof pottes a reloꝛſke as 
fume awey:but the truthe of 
god abydeth wichoute ende. And as ourlozdeſpe- 
keth to vs without excepcion ot perſone molt expe: 
diently to vs ſo weſhall withoute any excepcion ot 
feithfullpſone oz werke ſtudy! x rede thoſe werkes 
chat moſt we thinke ſhulde pleaſe god a to vs molt 
ꝓlytable At thou wolde dꝛawe the ſpirituall water 
of wildome out of the well ot ſcripture icline Þ vel⸗ 
ſel otthyloule by mekenes a confidence without de 
ſire ofcurioſite oz name ot excellence Inqupꝛe dilys 
⁊quietly receyue the holy ſentenſis ofſeintis 
nat the ꝓuerbes a holy wpſe ſimilytudes of bliſ⸗ 
ſed fabsdiſpleſe p foꝛ thei were nat ſpokẽ wout tau 
.*.CThe.vi.Chaptre of affeccons ĩoꝛdynate (ſe 
w DYanſomeuera manhath inoꝛdinate deſpze 
do anp than he is made indete in him 
ſelfe the pzoude ma and the couetouſe be neuer qui⸗ 
ete in theyꝛ myndes. But a meke and a pozeman in 
—— —IE— ol mĩde 
That perſone that ys nat moztyfpedperfytly is lo⸗ 
ne ouercome in lytella vile temptacions à ſone incli 
ned to ſenſible pleaſutes. Ind if he ſhall withdzawe 
his mynde fro with 
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C.Theftrft. 
. 
to great iniquietnes There map nat be cõtep⸗ 

————— —„— 

xecute his carnall deſires oꝛ moche isconuerſaung 

with outwarde thynges but in theo wle that hathe 
molt delyte to god a in inly godys of thy ſoule may 
be founde true reſte. 

. — ol vanitexelacls to be auolded 
Hat ꝑſone map be called vayne that putthe 
bys hope in any man oʒ creature Tak it nat 

9 —çꝙ＋—r 2 — 

e fo: the loue of Iheſu Cryſte haue lytell confy- 

dence in thy ſelfe but that thy hole hope and truſt ba 
Wgod/ Dothatisintheto pleſehys grun andgod 

With hys gracious afſiſtenceſhall be with the inthp 

l and dyzecte thy werkes: Haue neuer confidẽe⸗ 
dem thyne owne ſcunnynge ne in anpwonldiy ſubtil⸗ 

* rok any lpuynge creature:but in the mertyfull gra 

Te of god that neuer ſuffreth creature fpnally to be 

pithourte comfozte thathadethyzfull confidence in 

vm and thoſe that haue full affyaunceoz hope in 

elle he makrth o2 ſuffrethto fall and ſo ſubdu⸗ 
NN — 

s ne ot great powere of thy temporallfrides but 

e lonely in god: in whome is all abundauuce of ry⸗ 
hes and pupſſannce of myghte. And he aboucall 

s yr redely2ethtogyurhis owne —ê 
* ole them ſelfe to receyue hym by grace. Eralts 
Ns thy ſelfe of any bodyly vertue fo2 allſuche ſong 
© Yecozrup — 


Marte 
Inhaunce nat thy lelfe ol any natutall habilite left: 
god ol nature be myſcontente with the. Nepute nat 
thyſelfe better than other: lyſte that thou be founde: 
wazletatheſyght of god: that beholdeth the enlyc- 
dypoſicyonofcuery ſoule.and divers tymes dyſcõ⸗ 
mendeth thoſe that men in this wozlde cõ⸗ 
mendeth. And therfoze if thy werkes pleaſe men fe⸗ 
re lyſt they diſpleale god. Ind if there be any goods 
nes oz vertue in the: byleue that there is moꝛe in o⸗ 
ther. And euer deſire ol god that the vertue of me⸗ 
kenes map abyde in the. Itſhall neuer hurte the yf 
thou iuge thy ſelfe the leſte a moſt vile of all other ⁊ 
tnpzeferrynge ot thy ſelfe afoze other thou mayſte 
lyghtly offerde. There is true and ſute peaſe ina 
andindignacyon. yertecontynuall enupe 


2 — vill.Ct Chaptre ot moche fampliarite tobe 


— ſecrete counſeſlets euery man 
but to hymthatys wyſe ſecrete and dꝛedeth 
e the company of ponge ꝑ⸗ 

Uſeno adulacyon foʒ to come 
— — We 


CThefirlt. 

famed. It is nereſſarp to haue charyte with cuerye 
per one: butnatfamiliaritebut with thoſe that mat 
- Helpe'topzomotetheto the fampliatite ot god / col 
1 bs aungels. Somtime wele that ſom men beinge 
Ofgreatfame:and pet theyʒ bodyiy pꝛeſenceys nat 
moche p2ofitable:xthere be ſom that with the ix bo: 
Delp pꝛeſtte wene to ꝓfit othet.whan they by they 
$nviſcreſſion ⁊ eueſt maners rather diſcomtoꝛt / ano 
Waehrend wene toheſpex.comfozte. 


The.ix.Chaptrcofmckeſubterconx obedikct 
* is full great merite to ſtande in obedience 


Xx foꝛſahe thy ppze wyll ⁊ ꝑfectiy to obepe to 

e wyll of a nother. It ys moche moꝛe ſure to ſtan⸗ 
e in the way — bdaren in placy. But there 
that be rathet ( ſadieccpon of neceſſyte 


man of charyte: + they hauetherin pepne i & lyghtli 
| rug zand haue nat lberte bf minde withoutthep 
of god ſubmitte theym ſelle. Nene hider 
—— but it Chalbe harde 
che to —— reſt butvndermekeſublecct: 
vmp⸗ 


Parte 

then no man hath all cunayngetherfozett is litting 
that no body haue to moche confidece in their o wne 
councell. And it thy vnderſtandynge be good a ſut⸗ 
fictent.pet if thnu wylt by example of out ſaupourt 
leue thy pp2e councelio:ditcccion + folow a noder 
fozthy mekenes thou ſhalt moꝛe pz6fyt than if thou 
folowed thyne owne wyll. As we here thecomenc 
pꝛouerbe. It is moche moꝛe ſuxe the wplex diſcrete 
counlell ot a nothet than to gyue theym tounſell þ 
wyll nat folo we it. It is a ſynne of ꝑtynacite ⁊ pꝛide 
© CThe:r:Chaptreofſuperfluous woꝛdte tobe 
dauere d. . 19 ? 
*Datſoule that deſireth inli perfecciũ ot theit 

| of mynde mulſtſpecially auoide the tumu'tu? 
haupourofwordlypeople.Thebeſmes of woꝛd⸗ 
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ſttence. If trbe erpedyx and alio you be difpoſedtos Þ 


ſpeke lett it be pfitableothertothe honour ai go | f 


 edificactonofthyſoule/ozthyneyghbour- 


r colps bnlte to gyder neee 
— So good ſoules aſlemblede 
der fo:the encteaſe of vertueechone of thepm 

 pecepuethe of otherinflucneeofgrace+encrealeof 
12 


* C -The.ti.Chaptre ofthe deſire to profiteſpirt: 
I. ; tually xpeaſetobe purchaſed, 
Tis one ſpeciall meane to acquire peaſe nat 
to intermptt vs of the woꝛdes and werkes ol 
—— Howe mape that perz 
— — qupetneſſe that moche intermpt+ 
3 hym ſelte ofthoſe thynges that he hathno cure 
E Oꝛ ſpketh occaſyons outwarde and hath but li⸗ 
ell recourſe to inlye habytacyon of hys conſcyence 
Picitede be — — fowles wpthouceanp 
mynde that in all they lyfe and labo⸗ 
——— roi 
$impnde/andconlpence CTheholy ſeyntes by 
moꝛtyfiyng — — 
F fonallerthelp thynges ſette a parte they wythe 
1 — haue had their 
ple meditacyon m oure loꝛde. But we be beſy mo⸗ 
inthynges tranſetoꝛpe / and folowe oure 
is that we maye nat ouercome in maner p 
te vpce. ¶ And therfoze we be nat accended 
— p2ofice ⁊ deuocion x therfoze we remapne te⸗ 
Myſſe and voyde of deuocion. The moſt pzyncipal 
te why we haue no inly delectacyonoꝛ deſireof- 
ea contemplacyon ps: toꝛ we te nat freoꝛ de 
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ne infozce nat oure leite into the holy wa 
biyſſed faders haue gone afoze va. whan a litell ad- 
uerſite cometh to vs we be ſone duercome ⁊ ted ts 
returne to the conſolacyonsof man. Where yf we 
wolde ſtande in batailefoz the loue of out 
loꝛde de ſe che goodnes ofhis gractus helpe 7» 
ſent to warde vs. Hys is euer redy to gyde / 
— hook. bataple haue full ton? 


belegt, ee . ä 


kidence p2ocurith occaſions of bate] 
to the ende that we ſhulde increaſe the cro wne of ꝑ⸗ 
petuall iope by the meane of bictoy. Than lette vs 
tutte awayeoure inoꝛdinate affeccions / q paſſions 


1 y agaz Ethe tra democtoanchat fncyteth vs to 
me ĩ teliſt the euyll cuſtoms for the leng | 


tat e 
* iſurs + i ſubduynge moꝛdynat affeccions + de⸗ 
ures couttatpe to reaſon. I ſup poſe thou woldeſte 
1 3—— encrea 
CT is expedient tops to aduerſite:wher 
man retourneth hym to the 2\pderacionof 
is pꝛelent ſtate: whetin h. hym ſelfe as a 
2 1 rym:3thertozche no affiaũce ithis woꝛ⸗ 
f oitis thůt we luffte corttradiccys 
5e cõtemp evofthe louers of the wozlde wherby 
beſhalbe indt d to mekenee: i auoide vaine glo⸗ 
y whan we pceyne our owne frai ite ⁊ be corepned 
e 
o —— = — ach 
de feruently infire our ſhulde nat be gre⸗ 
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{ peas afoze that we be with hym which by 
| —— 
| ft peas foʒ hym ſelfe a his ſeruaũtis e 
ce wyllſtryue ageynſt ſpnne x wikednes. 
ä ——Ü— 1 
D we rede i ſcripture ⁊ the woꝛdes ol Job. 
Thelyfe ot mau vpon erthe:is temptacion. 
Theroet iserpedpenthateury ene 
lp gyue hedeto watch in pꝛaier beleue nat the deu! 
thatneuerſlepethbut wich athoulande ſnaris / and 
ſubtiities ipoztunably aſſaylynge vs:finalty itend- 
inge to deceyue vs. There benoneſo hooly in thys _ 
woꝛlde but thei hauetẽ 2Eif itbe fozthetime 
greuous yet yr it be reſiſted it is very pfitable : foz 
therby man is mekende / x infourmede by 
— w— 
heuen obteyne 2 victozp by tribulacſon ⁊ temp 
tation. And thoſe that were as cowardis in tribula- 
cion ⁊ tfptacion finally ouercome / be taken ꝑpetu⸗ 
ally pꝛyſoners i helle. And ther is no religiõ uoꝛ ſta⸗ 
to ſo ꝑtite ne no place ſo holy in this woꝛlde without 
a duerſ ite ⁊᷑ tẽptacion. Ind therfoze ther is nother o 
——— — — 3 
| — — ei Y 
ne teptacionoatei 
— — . N 
foꝛe it is expedient that we be alweye armed wythe 
pacience and erercyſed ĩ Utue, There be many en⸗ 
ra El | 
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ons. Tho that labour to — — 
ions and nat cut away the inly moꝛdinate de⸗ 
ztrouble x iniqupetnes ſhall moʒe a moꝛe 
— — ligytiy by pacyence 
tchfull confidence in out loꝛde and — 
auen anne en thyn owne 

in great tfptacionv the 

m — —— 
ours to the perſone tempted:but euer be glad to 
Puftoꝛte hym as thou woldeſt deſire fozto be done 
N pfthou were in lyke trouble. The begynnynge 
— teptacion is inconſtaunce of mynde a ly⸗ 
ifidfce in god. Foꝛas aſhyp without a direc⸗ 

is moued with euer wynde:ſoafoulethatys 
— — 
che ryghtwyle man: as a bell vntouche | 

| perfytclyknowen whether it beholexof | 

ide oꝛ dyſctaſed: So man thouched by tribula- 
nigktowen whether he be hole inthe vertue of 
eo nay. ¶ And euer loke dylygentely that 
Temmen tathe be gynnynge de reſyſted :foz 
—.— is ſoone ouercome whanne he 
—— TOE 
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haue 
1% an e. ſubtyl diſ 
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Part 
— — 8 on⸗ 
lp then wich ſtronge 2 


ceuyll delectacion:⁊ bnclene mocton / x lo at _ | 


the enempe entreth into the mynde with 
ſent to — — ogapul 
— —— — — 


And euer the moꝛe temyſſe aſoulebeinre- 


* cluſpon. 
ſi — — ar 
—_ ſtronge xcruelle.There beſomeþ 


ofthepz conuerſionſuffredgret 


Aome in the ende of hey: ipfe.Yadſome * 


r — 


to the p 


erpetuall heithe ol hys electe chyldꝛen. 
foze we ſhulde ol no wyſe deſyꝛe whan we be tẽptid 4. 
| — — — —— 
S tt ence Mt * 


ues wherby 
Larne eee 
— — ans | 
his btue is moꝛe manifeſte. It is no 
1 abe 4 


deuoutm3 without tp feruo: 


. 
2 N a 


pirite. But they that in tyme of aduerſite can a⸗ 
Nye theym ſelfe to haue feruour ot ſpirite it is aſig? 
e of ſtablenes x grace foꝛ to come. Thete he ſome 
phat be kept fro great tẽptacion:⁊ yet ĩ male ⁊ dap⸗ 
*Þ tẽptacions they be oftymes ouercome with lytell 
"XEptacion Therfoze in great tẽptaciõ they euet fere 
do be ouercome. ¶ Tue. xiid. 
Chaptre ot vndiſcrete iugementto be ayoyded. 
vue hede that thou coniydet well thy pꝛopze 
| warkes a be nat redy to iuge the dedes of a- 
other that ꝑteynethe nat to chene fo2 whome thou 
halt gyue none accopt at thy dethe. Man laboꝛech 
n vayne oftymes in iugeynge other men ⁊ lone of- 
- -fendeth:but in ſerchynge hys owne defautes con 
NPerynge them he euet labozeth frutfully. And we 
moni be redy to iuge after oure alfeccion à ma⸗ 
tymes we erre frome the truthe in iugement foz 
put pzpde 3 lerloue, And good were oure en- 
tent x deſire weſhulde nat beſogreatly troubled in 
reſiſtence ofoure ſenſuall deſires. But chere ys 
me inwarde inclynacion oz outwarde atfeccyon 
pat withdzaweth vs fro thevery affeccion x deſire 
_Wm we ſhulde haue. There be manp that in thiges 
| tthep dorather ſeche they2 owne lucre than the 
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Harte 

amonge frendes cyteʒ ins x deuout religious peple 
It is harde to leue a cuſtome ot longe continuauce 
t no man is glade to foſake his ꝓpꝛe appetite: vn- 
derſtãdynge x deſ ire. Ind thou be moꝛe redy to ap- 
plie to thpne owne reaſon x vnderſtandinge than to 
the holy doctrine of ſeruaunt: of ieſp criſt. It (halbe 
longe 02 thou be goſtly lyghtned foꝛ our lozde ſen⸗ 
deth nat the greathabundauce of [piritualllyghte 
but to them that foxaketheir owne ppze appetites 
t teſons x folow hym by mekenes. . 

Toe. xv. chapt᷑ of ÿ pfite ot warkis ode i charite 
41 Houſhuldeſt nat do a moꝛtall ſinne foꝛ loue 
⁊ fauout of any creature:ne fo no erthly cre 
ture 02 woꝛldly pmocion.Foz therby thou ſhuldeſt 
put thy ſelfe out ofthe loue of our lozde # iecopderdy 
of the loſſe of euerlaſtynge pꝛomocpon. And ſome⸗ 
tyme it is expedit᷑tto leue a good dede foꝛ the great 
neceſſite of our neyghbour oꝛ elles foꝛ a better dede 
to be done: wherby we be nat hyndered in ᷣtue but 
rathet pꝛomoted. The out warde operacyon be yt 
neuer ſo commendable in the lyght of the people wi- 
thout charyte it auaplethe nat in the ſyghte of god. 
whyche accepteth moze thefaythful entent and fer- 
your of mynde: than the many folde multiplipnge 
of great wackes oz of wozdes, Tho perſones done 
moche that oꝛdꝛeth theyꝛ iyfe to the honoute of god 
d rather to the pꝛofite of the comõ wele than to their 
owne ſyngulet pfyte. There be many woꝛldly peo 
ple that thynke they doo many thynges of charyte 
but they be rather done of carnalyte as all tho that 


C The firſt. 
theyꝛ woꝛkes by the meane of carnall affeccyon 
F ĩ alwey haue an ipe to 
20wne [ynguler auayle. But charite euericly- 
neth to do that:that pꝛincypally may do honour to 
5 god: ⁊ obteynethe goodes gooſtiy tather than tem⸗ 
en⸗ Poꝛall:⁊ in bodely goodes it pꝛelerueth the comone 
hte wele afoze a pꝛiuate ⁊ ſynguler wele:a the charita- 
tes ble man enupeth no man fo2 any pꝛyuate iope 02 ple 
alure:ne he lyketh natto magnifie hymſelfe but to 
magnyfie x glozifie god / ⁊ in hym to be bleſſed. He 
cõmaundeth no man by adulatyon but he referreth 
al cõmendacion honout x goodnes to god finally oi 
whome tomethal grate ⁊ in whome al bleſled crea- 
ures reſteth perpetualł a in finall felicite O he that 
had but one ſparkle of charite wolde repute al woz- 
div pleſures ⁊ loue but vanpte. 
¶ Che. vi. Chaptre ho we a man ſhulde ſuſtre 
the defautes of his neyghbour, 
Hole rautesthat is we may nat amede in our 
ſelle noz in other we muſt pacictiy ſuſſre tyll 
hat we ſe what our loꝛde wyll wozke 02 oꝛder ther- 
nia thinke that it is oꝛdeyned of our loꝛde for to 
our pacyence without whiche our merptes be ly⸗ 
A to be pondered. Ind it is expedict loʒ vs to pzap 
— that weby his grace map p 
re owre neteſſary defautes. ¶ IAtthou monil⸗ 


dhe by bꝛoderly cozreccyon thy b2oder / o ſuſtet o⸗ 
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Kto ee 


mitatio criſti. B. liii. 


Parte 
ſeruaũtes there is no euyll in this woꝛld but he kno- 
wich how he ſhall oꝛder it to ſome well x SE 
ſtudy paciently to ſuffre the defautes ⁊ ĩ of 
other foz thou halt many imperfeccions in thy ſelfe 
whiche otherſuffre in the Jfthou canſte nat make 
thy (rife as thou woldeſt be i euery condicionhowe 
than ſhuldeſt thou deſite to haue another to thy ple 
aſure we wolde gladly haue other perfite pet we 
labout nat to amende out owne offencis we wolde 
that other that offendeth ſhulde be ſtraitly coꝛrecte 
* our ſelfe moꝛe coulpable vncoꝛrecte Jt diſpleſithe 
vs to ſee other haue great liberte x pꝛiuelege dilirig 
that theyſhulde be reſtreyned by la we a ſtatut and 
we deſire oure ſelfe to be at liberte without lawe oz 
ſtatute ⁊ ſo it appereth that we full ſeldõe pꝛaiſe out 
neyghbour as our ſelfe the whiche we ſhulde do pf 
we were ꝑkite. Our loꝛde hath ſo oꝛdeyned that we 
ſhall lerne echont of other to bere pacientlythe bur- 
den ok an other foꝛ i this woꝛlde there is no man wi⸗ 
thout defaute no man without burdẽ no man ſuffi- 
cient of hym ſelfe in wi dome oꝛ pꝛudence a therfoꝛe 


chone to comfo2t other helpe other iſtructe theym x 
moniſſhe them. And who is ol moꝛe Vtue it aperith 
by ß occaſios afaduerſite Occaſiõs makith nat ap- 
ane whether he be btyous 02 
| ous. 


© 


maſt echone of vs helpe to bere the burdeofother e- 


E The.rvitchaptrehowapfoneſhulde oꝛdet hem Wo. 
F thou wylt haue peas (ſelfe to come to peaſe 


| concoꝛde withe other thou muſte make 


* 
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o perſons that whether they be religious oʒ ſecu⸗ 
fereth to offende god in they couerſacion 
gurteth no ſoule ⁊ ſo endeth they2 ſyfe in the loue of 
god ofcheir neighbour. And thou wylt ſurely ſtã⸗ 
De in ötue tepute the as an outlawe x a pylgrym v⸗ 

erche x repute thy ſelfe vile foz the loue of criſte 

| u wylt be his diſciple # folow hym who ſo euer 
. thynge but god# P helthe 

| r ſoules theyſhalfynde nothige but tribulaci⸗ 
n ſ020wthat plone can nat longe ſtande i qͥetnes 
Mat laboꝛeth nat to meke hym ſelfe i his ppze repu 

ion + to be ſubiecte to other remebzethat thou ca 
to this woꝛde to ſerue ⁊ nat to tule att thy ppze 
ure + know thou that god of hys goodnes hath 
called the top relygion of criſis feythcþ by pacie- 
vðtuꝰ labour thou maiſt be made apteto teigne 
yr x ceſt. Fo: as golde is pued inthe fournes ſo 
In by tribulacion iche whiche no man map longe 

e without he meke hym ſelte with all his herte 

Me example ot᷑ out ſauyout rote ot all mekenes. 
¶Ccye.xvii.chaptre of the examples of holp ſeitis 
Chou dulle ſoule beholde the quike exam 
0 ples of the holy ſeyntes that haue bs afoze 
bs in whome floꝛyiſhed che perfeccyon of 
A gvon and keythe / and conſydet yowe lytell thou 
eite in che reſpecte ol theym and thou mape tepu 
ahr Iyfe in vayne, ¶ Theſe ſayntes and louers 


Parte 
or out loꝛde haue ſerued god in great abſtinẽce hi: Þ9 
—U—ů u — vom 
1 watchinge / reſtinge holy medytacion perſetuci 
— — — how gret 
t greuous ttibulacions ſuſfred the holy appoſtyls 
martyꝛs / cõfeſſouts ⁊ birqyns /a all other holy ſou | 
leg that haue folowed the ſtepis of out lauiout the 
haue hated the impedimentes of the lyfe of grace! 
this woꝛlde that they myght poſſeſſe the frute of e⸗ 
uerlaſtynge lyfe foʒ to come. O how ſtraite #abtec: 
te lyte ledde the holy faders in wyldernes how loge 
t greuous temptacionsſuffred they. And how ferl⸗ 
Iy haue they be aſſapled wich the goſtey ennempe / | 
how many continued ferutt pꝛaiet haue they olfred 
to our loꝛde. O to conſidet the great rigours abſty: - 
nence that they haue takt what zele / x feruour they * 


had to ſpitituali pfite how great ⁊ continuall bate 
they had to ouercome vice /a in all theyꝛ lyte and la⸗ 
bout how pure ⁊ rightwis was theyz entent euer t 
— — — 
inp2ater# y cher in the day ladoured bobyiꝛꝰ 
pet they pꝛaied in they deuoutly: 


ſtudye to ende⸗ 
ight ol oure loꝛde 


ſelfe to deuocion x feruoure of feith as if we we 

- Cenewly conuerted to the law x feithe of ieſu criſt / ⁊ 
" .fozas moche as we ol out ſelfe map nother do well 
gnepet begynne to do well / than lete vs eucryedaye 
Neth all oure inly ſtrength and myght beſeche oure 
heechat we may ſo deuoutip begynne the ſeruice 
ipym that cherby we may continue to hys pleſure 
D our perpetuall ſaluacion.we be many tymes in 

ee to do well and by a lytell occaſion we belet- 
Tbe purpoſe of tightwimen dependeth moꝛe 

fe grace / and dyreccyon of god / than in theyꝛe 

na pꝛouydence.Foꝛ man entendeth but god diſ- 

ſethe. Lettevstnfozſe owre ſelfe in that we map 
the contynuaunce oft our good purpole / and pet 
ede lyghtlylettyde therol. Ind though we maye 
= A onna be in the feruent loue and medyta⸗ 
£r 2 of god: yet lette vs determe owreſelfe to ble it 
the leſte ones oz twyſe in the dape/ and applie vs 

. Tavertue. Jad annexe to this pourpoſe a feruent in 
cacion ⁊ pꝛaier to god fo: his naturaſ pite ⁊ fader 

rompacion to gyue vs grace to cõpleniſche x ful⸗ 
Al this purpoſe. And at night goinge to reſt: than 
vs diſculle the dedis that we haue done that dai 


* 74 
ane #7 
in wo2des/wozkes/xthought/whorinre comonſ y 
— tne e madetral(: * 
greſſion in any offence aſkewe with all our 
herte. Is it is great ieoperd an enemy 03 ttaitout 
to a pꝛynce: 02to akyngethatknoweth the cryme: : 
fo: yt that man ſhulde ſſepe kynges palapes * 
amonge the true ſeruaunteg ot the kynge he ſhulde 
teſt in great ieopardye. achat ꝑſone that in chys 


e the leruaũtes ot god 


of the which iklome be charitably diſpoſed as good 
aũgels vᷣtuous men:pet there be manyeuyllas fi: = 
S eupllpeople:that euer be redy to do vẽgeaũce 
- xeuyl/xtherfoze ageynſt theſe we muſt cõtynually 
be armed with vertuex meke reſtreyninge ageynſt 
glotony:x thou ſhalt ouercome all other vices. and 
in any wyſe beware of ouer moche ocyolyttbut o⸗ 
ther be exercyſed with redige wꝛyttynge pꝛalynge 
oꝛamendynge ſome pfitable thyngefoz p comone 
well. And ſpiritualllaboursbemozeſurely done in 
ſecrete place than in comon:ʒ be we nat ſlo we ĩ tho⸗ 
ſe thiges thatſhulderedonde to ÿ houour of god = 
comon pfite of man: x redy to thole thiges that re- 


toꝛno to dur ſiguler ⁊ ꝓpꝛe e. Ind it is nat er 
— res ans dut in one 
maner on the holy day x another on the feriall dax 
one the tyme of tribulacion and teptacion another i | 

the tyme of peaſe. And of the feſtyual day we ought 
to lolẽpnyſe it actodynge to the lolẽpnite / ſo that Þ | 
moꝛe highe feſt xſolempne the moꝛe inly deuocyon 
by ryghtſhulde we haue. And whan one feeſte ys 


ne we ideadr ou gebe ets 
foza timeisdelaidetill we bemozeredy #anour 
anc 
* in 
x che which abo er neh eee 
Pour ĩ the goſpell ot Luke / Bleſſed be v ſeruaunt 
wakige in the comige of out loꝛde J 


dd hp urepropoulaic he euangey8tha 


de kepethep: ſolytary lyke a ſylẽce. 
FJ Nothouwſl — In 
ſuperfluous wozdes from ociolite 


help 
— —— 
f 
— — 2 — no circũ⸗- 
peche: It is moche moꝛe ateligi 

| I one tes contem-- 
yon / than to be abꝛode in — 


w 


may lyghtiy be bꝛought in many folde temptacy6s 
Therkoze they that entende to come toſpiritualt - 
feccion they muſt wich oure ſaupourauopdethe tu 
muſtuous companp of people a there be no religioꝰ 


people chat wich ſuerte apere to thewoꝛlde but they Ml 


be glad to be dymyſſhed from woꝛldly otcupacion 
And there is no man ſure in pꝛelacy but he that is re 
dye to be ſubiecte. And none that ſurely comatideth | 


but chey that be redye to be obedyent. Ind no man K 


ſurely ioycth but he thathathteſtymonyofa good Ay 
conſcpence. None ſpeketh ſurely butthey þ be glad (6 


intyme to hepe ſyltce. And ever the ſuerte ofblilſcy . Wi 
peple is full otthed:ede of god euer the moꝛe gra: A 


ce  vectuous they ſoules were ano wrned wythe 
the moꝛe meke x obedyentthey were both to god / 
— — — m 
— — ante 1 
res as longe as thou lyueſt in this lyfe euer beware 
lager ire banners way aol 
elacion+ pzeſumcionhaue periChed+therfozeto 2: + 
gloꝛy xp2efiicion 


diſpleaſure 
ge placeas(Dauidſaich Leech ne gare 
— — — 
nlone thou mailt fynde that grace inthy celle 
t — leſe without inthe — 
thy celle well inhauntedſhall wareſwete.Jnd 
—— — :‚ ws 
sr diſpleaſure. Af thou wilte in 
— — bzinge 
acuſtomeco abydeinthpcelle withremebzace 
hai ——— —— 
eabidingethatſhulde be full pleſaũte to the. Tl 8 
te ſoule in ſilence ⁊ qͥetnes moche ꝓliteth and 
comichto hp vnderttandigethe know! of 
d(cipture of god. There it may fynde 
fcontecion tate wherbpit map wallhexcie 
from ſine. And cuer the moꝛe it withdaa we 
e froall wozldly tumulcu? beſines the fa 
ar ⁊ dere itſhalbe to god. And tho plons v W2 
een benen 
| —— 
to def ire to ſce the worde ne 
i woldelt þlec thigethat by cave pmaitnat 


* 


Harte 
— yet thouChuſv: 
haue lytellcontinuaunce therwithe foꝛ the wozlde 
palleth with all his pleſaunt delites. The ſfluall de 
— — nyt were 
cemaineth but remoꝛſe ofcolcifcex tniqernesofhcr 
te. It is oftymes ſene þ a glad goinge out ſoloweth 
a lo returnynge. And a mery cuẽtyde foldweth z 
| ——— — a ſcſuall ioy enteeth 


with delite baticocluſionit diſpleſith #hur: 4 | 
teth.what maiſt without tt cloyſterþ thou 
maiſte natſe within. Beholde there heuen #theclc- ⸗ 


mẽtis wherofall erthly ſubſtaũce be fourmed what 

- canthouſee vndertheſonethat may any ſpace aby⸗ 
de. —— — —— — 
_— a vaineſightl 

7 outlowdeofmercy foꝛ 

vaine thig ! 
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C Thefy:ſte 
g lthy ſenſuall partes with the bꝛydell of reaſõ ⁊᷑ tẽ⸗ 
deranice.Yaue pfite cõpunction ofhert ⁊ thouſhalt 
| — Cõpunccpon ⁊ ſoʒo we foꝛ out 


Apynnesſhewethmany thynges to vs that a dillolu- 
tte behauiour hideth and leleth. It ys merueyle that 

any perſone in this woꝛlde conſideringe hiserile X 

great ieopardiſe can be mery in any woꝛldly thinge 
Foꝛthe vnſtablenes of herte ⁊ necligence of our de⸗ 
flautes we pceyuenattheſozowe of our ſoule #ther- 

1 —— ͥ D— 

at weſhulde rather wepe.Theze is no ꝑfite liber⸗ 

ne true toye but in in the good conſcience and the 

dꝛede of god. That perſon 8 happy that hath gra- 

ce to auoide the impediment? of holynes ofmynde 

ee can aſſemble all the vertues of thep2ſoule in very 
heuẽ rue copunccion and meditacionofgod.Thatpſon 
igt! eee neee thpngethat mayeof 
ho reaſon offende his conſcience. Than they that be 0- 
come of cuſtomableſynnelet them ſtriue migh⸗ 
benen Fo: euyll cuſtome may 
— — — thy coölidera⸗ 

* elfe: and monilThe thy lelfe befoze 

? —— t is nat expedient that man i this 
— — and if we ha⸗ 

ue nat deuyne conſolacyons: it is foꝛ that we haue 

nat true compunccyon ofherte: oz elles that we re⸗ 

fuſe nat vayne conſolacyons ofthe woꝛlde we ſhul- 

de repute our ſelfe vayne ⁊ vnwoꝛthy to haue deui⸗ 

ne conſolacions / but rather we deſerue moche try⸗ 
12 — * 


Patte 

it ſelfe oꝛ another it fpndeth mater of compunccion 
and ſoꝛowe:foʒ itknoweththatnone lyueth in thys 
woꝛlde without tribulacion. The mater ot true cõ⸗ 
tricion / ⁊ tompuncion euer be our ſynnes / X vpces 
wherby we beſo diſpoſedthat we may leldome be- 
holde petfitly heuenly thynges. Ind thou woldeſte 
as beſily remfb:e thy dethe as thou doeſt Þ 55 
of thy lyfe thouſhuldeſt moꝛe feruttly applie 
feto amende the. And if thou woldeſt pfitcly — 
bꝛe the dutragious pepnes of — FT pourgatoty. J 
ſuppoſe thou woldeſt be glad to ſuffretribulacyon 
peyne / t labour: here inthis wode with that thou 
mighteſt auotdethole outragious peynes of cuer- 
laſtynge damnacyon.But foꝛ thoſe thingesbenati 
our conſideracion:⁊ foꝛ we applic our ſelfe foꝛ wo: 
dly pleaſure therfoze we continue remyſſe / x coſde 
fo: lacke of grate ⁊ inly deuocion. And fo: the mide 
of man is nat conſtant in vertue:therfoꝛe the bodye 
is moꝛe fraile ⁊ lightiy oftẽdeth. T herfoꝛe pꝛaie de⸗ 
uoutly + mekelyto out loꝛde:that it wolð pleſe him 
of his grace to gyue vs theſpitite of cõpunccion /# 
lay wich the ꝓphite. Good loꝛde fede mewith Þ bꝛe 
de of cotricis xp habũdaũce of teris foꝛ my dzike 
¶ The. xxii. chaptre ofthe conſideracyonof th; 
- mpſeryofman, | 

w Here loeuer thou be oꝛ where ſoeuer thou 


cduerte the:thou arte but a wꝛetch without 


thou conuerte thy ſelfe vnto almyghty god. where 
foze arte thou troubled:if that any thynge happene 
— 7-rne7 2-1 antaaggnd | 


necion 
n thys 
rue c6- 
£ VpCes 
me be- 
oldeſte 


length 
thyſe 
remc⸗ 
ory, J 


CThefirft. 
all his plcfure. Se nat we that almighty god 
Muffcred many iniurtes + wronges. and that ꝑſone 
*hathmoſtauauntageinhop: that moſt ſuffreth pa 
Xiently fo: the loue of our lozde. The fraple woꝛldly 
ple beholdynge only outwarde thynges ſay th? 
Beholde howe good a lyte thys man hath ho we ti⸗ 
che: ho we greatepoſſeſſions:howe myghty power 
how ſtronge and fapꝛea nature. But thoſe goodes 
be of lytell certente euer in mouige and they be pol⸗ 
Med euer with labour and feerc. Therfoʒe beholde 
the heucnly goodes that ſhalbe poſſeſſed with al ple 
ure and neuer fade. The felicite ot man ſtaudeth 
[nat in the habundaunce of woꝛdly goodes: but it re 
guireth thynges neceſſary foꝛ thys woꝛlde. Euer Þ 
mmoꝛeſpirituall a man deſiteth to be / the moꝛe bytr- 
Hes be pceyucth in this woꝛlde #moze clerelypcep- 
ech the fautes ol out coꝛruptible kynde.x therfoze 
p:ophite Dauid deſired of our loꝛde to be deliue 


ed from all ſuche neceſſarie defautes that i maner 


men to come to ꝑfeccion. Butwo be to them that 
we nat theyꝛ myſerie / ⁊ wo be to them that haue 
greateſt pleaſure in this miſerie x coꝛruptyble 


Ne: fo: andſuche might euer lyue here they were 2- 
tent diſppſpnge in maner the true felicyte to came: 
here euery man that cometh is molt p 
ed. O how vnhappy a vnfeithfullcreature that 
gowinate deſire of tranſetoꝛy +erthly A 


by 
rte 
blynde that thou haſt no ſpirituat] of car 
ul thynges.But at the houre ofthy dech thyniyen 


albe opened with peyncs knows 
Imitatiocriſth, * a 
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BY Parte 
howe vyle xlitellofreputacion thele thynges were 
wherin thou dydeſt put thyn vnhappy felicite.But 
theholy ſayntes and the deuoute louers of god ha- 
ucnatp2yncypally attended to thoſe thynges that 
were pleaſaunt to the fleſſhe / oꝛ thoſe thynges that 
haue tempoꝛally flozyſſhed in thys woꝛlde: but all 
theyz hope / ⁊ entent was in thys woꝛlde to pollcfle 
the goodes eternall. All thep2 deſyꝛe was exalted to 
the mooſte hyeand inuylible good leſte it ſhulde be 
dꝛa wen to erthely thynges by the meane ol thinges 
vylible. O thou dulle ſo wle that perſeuereſte in out 
warde trybulacyon/o2 inly temptacion and in both 
ouercome remembꝛe that in tyme of trybulacion o2 
temptacion is the moſt frutefulltyme of merite Foꝛ 
thou muſte go thꝛought fyꝛe and water befoze thou 
come in to the place offpnall conſolacpion and reſt. 
And thou ſhalte neuer ouercome vyce but by vyo⸗ 
lence: we may nat longe be without ſynne / tideouſ⸗ 
nes / oꝛ ſoꝛow:as lõge as we bere this fraile body o⸗ 
boute with vs: we wolde be gladde to haue quyet⸗ 
nes from allſynne and myſere : but fozalmoche as 
we haue looſte innocencye by ſynne we be nat woꝛ⸗ 


thy to haue here the place of ioy and felycite. Ther 
toꝛe we muſte by pacyence abyde the mercy of our 
loꝛde:vnto the tyme that out myſerable moʒtalyte 


be perfitly chaunged in to the lyfe perdurable / and 
iuimmoꝛtalle. O ho we frayle is oute humayne lyna⸗ 
ge euer pꝛone and redy to vyce. This day thou art 
, confeſſed of thy ſynnes: che next day thou retoꝛneſt 
vnkyndely to the lame lynne. Nowe thou pourpo⸗ 


mozowe he apperethenat. And whan he is wyth⸗ 
dꝛawen frome the bodelyſyght / he ys ſone 
goſtely. O the great dulnes / and hardnes ol maͤnes 
herte that moze myndeth x pzoupdeth foꝛ tranſeto⸗ 


Inethan to ſiee dethe. If thou be nat redy this day to 


¶ The firſt. 
to ceſſe fro thy (ynne and within the lpace of an 
Poure thou falleſt vnto the ſame: as thoughe thou 
addeſt made no pꝛomile ne purpoſe contrary.and 
*terfo:e we haue lufficient occaſion ot humiliacon 
wherby we may manifeſtly perceyue our owne itix⸗ 
"mites + vnſtablenes. And that vertue that — 
tyme laboured foꝛ a by grace obteyned is ſone lo 
by necligence. And we be temyſſe d necligent nowe 
whan we be moſte mighty to labour. what (hall we 
do whan we ware dult tn wytte x feble in bodye. O 
-howe vnhappy be thoſe that tepute them ſelfe ſure 
-cel[ynge to labour ageynſt vyce as they were ſure i 
good lyfe.x yet there is no token in maner of pfecci- 
On intheirlyfe:x they that thinke themlelfeptite as 
I hauereherſyd it were expedient that they were i- 
| as Noutces begynners to growe in moze p 
kyte vertues. 


® LThe.xxiii. Chaptre of the meditacion of dethe. 


Roupde foꝛ thy ſelfe whyles thou arte here: 
fo; thou ſeeſt that thys day a man is:andthe 


pzeſent : than eternall thynges foz to co 
woldeſt in euery wozde/warke/x thou 
ghte remembꝛe as thou ſhuldeſt lone dye than thou 
zaUPnge a good conſcience ſhuldeſt nat ſo inoꝛdy⸗ 
natly fere deth. It is moꝛe pꝛotitable to auoide ſyn⸗ 


Imitatio criſti. C. iii. 


Parte 

dye by the lame reſon thou ſhalt nat be redy to mo⸗ 
rowe.Foz to moꝛowe is a dap vncerteyne and thou 
knoeſte nat whether thou ſhalte contynue therto 02 
nav. What auayleth yt to lyue longe ⁊᷑ thy lyfe to be 
lyteil oꝛ nothynge amended. A longelpfe encreſeth 
nat alweye vertue: but dyuers tymes ſinne andvi- 
ce. Wolde god we myght be conuerſaunt eueri day 
tu thys wozlde withoute any offence. ¶ There be 
many that counte many yeres of conuerſacion:but 
full tewe offrutfull lyupnge.© it ys ferefullto dye 

but petauenture it is moꝛe ieoperdyous to lyue len⸗ 
— be tho perſons that contynually haue 
houre of deth befoꝛe theyꝛ (pght:and that euerg 

daye dilpole them ſelfe to dye. Neduce to thy remẽ 
b:aunceſome perſonethat thou haſte ſeene departe. 
and chynke that lykewyle thou muſt nedes departe 
Whan thou ryſeſt in the moꝛnynge doute whether 
thou lhalte contynue in bodelp helthe vnto nyghte 
And therfoze euer diſpoſe thy ſelfe to be redye that 
dethe neuer may fynde the vntedy ne a ſlepat / and 
remembꝛe howe man do departe {odaynipe./and 
athey leeſt haue beleuedthey baue gone. The 
lonne ot man both god and man our Juge ſhalco⸗ 
we leeſt weneagheſaythehym 
kelkr. Whan re comethe thanſhalte thou 
repent full ſoʒe ofthy temyſſe ſand neclygente lyfe: * 
Howegracpous / and happy is that foule that now 
in his1yfelaborethto be in that ſtate that it deſireth | 
tobe founde in hys dethe. To contempne the woꝛl⸗ 
de pfytelp; ys a greate deſy2e to pꝛofyttem vertue. 


¶ Cheſeconde. | 
ee of dyſciplene/ labour / in penaunce / a pꝛompte 
to obedience / redy to fozſake theyʒ owne wyll 
ſuppoztacion of euety trybulacyon foz the loue 
loꝛde theſe ſhall enduce vs to haue a greate 
dence to departe happyly out of thys woꝛʒlde 
ps moche better bytyme to pꝛouyde fo2 thy ſelfe 
kynde thy goodes befoꝛe the / than to truſte to 
that pcrauentureſhallyought oz lytell ꝓuy⸗ 
de loꝛ the. And thou labour natnowebelily foz thy 
ſelfe who lhalbe beſy fo2 the in tyme to come. Now 
yetyme is very pꝛecious: But it islamentable to 
We that tyme vnp2ofitably where wemyght de 
eren ſhulde lyue and ioy 
——— woldeſte be 
o haue one dap oꝛ houre to amende thyſelfe 
. nat whether thou ſhalt obteyne yt 

pe. O thou vncirciiſperte ſoule of howe greate 
1 eſt thot1 verthplteofnowyt 
3 woldelt noweferetooffendegodxſuſpecteÞ 
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thoumailtbegpine to ſhue withcriſte. Lerne now 
neal genen es ee — 
2 body no we by penaunce xthanthou 9909 05 


ward, vnwile 
vt chene — — — — 
/whanne thou ork 
enatlpueooneDapetothe ends. Dove mange 


„ Parte 

haue be deceyued thinkynge to lyue longe #ſoden: 
ly haue deceſſed. Howe oftymes haſt thou herde of 
thoſe that be departed: ho we ſome haue be ſlaine v 
ſwerde:lome dꝛowned:ſome fallynge fro hie place 
haue bꝛoken theyz necke:ſome etynge baue he fri: 
gled:ſome with:fire:ſome with yꝛon:ſome with the 
ues haue be diſtroped a ſo the ende ok euery man in 
thys wozlde ys dethe:a the lyfe of man in this wo!] 
de as aſhadowe vaniſſhe awepe. Who ſhall rem: 
be 02 pꝛaie foz the after thy dethe thou kno weſt nat 
Thertoꝛe nowe inſtoze thy ſelfe of ryches imoztall 
that ſhall continue after thy dethe. Euer laboure fo: 
thatthynge that may honour god a helpe thy (owle 
t attende therto:ſtudye to make the ſayntes of heut 
|the frendes ol god thy frendes:+ they (hall recey: 
ue the into — — Thou relig. 
ous ſoule behaue thy lelfe vponertheas a pylgri 
#aſtraunger:Fo2 it pertepneth no thynge to the to 
intermyt of the bel ines ofthis woꝛlde. Pꝛeſetue thi 


no ci 


CThe.rrilit.Chaptre is ofthe laſt iugenent a pe 
nes deputed foꝛ ſpnne. tn AM 
L nn | 
A ſtande befoꝛe p iugtto whome nothige 
can be hyd.hethatday ſhallnother be moued wih 


x {odcn: 
herde of 
un Ii 
place at day to that loꝛde knowige 
he. Era. done. If thou fereſomtyme in this woꝛlde the 
with the e ofamoztallman whiche thou haſte dyſpleaſed 
man in moche moꝛe ſhuldeſte thou feere the face of 
VIS wor thy eternall Juge. why pꝛouydeſt thou nat foꝛ 
rem:: che daye ofiugement. whan there maye no man be 
welt nat acceptedo2 defendedby another. But euery man 
(hall anſwere foz hys owneſelfe. Nowe thy welle 
dered laboure is frutetull thy wepynge accepta- 
ble/thy moꝛnynge woꝛthye to be herde / thy (0zowe 
| e/x is(atiſfactozye.The pacyent man that 
; motelamentethe fo: the malyce ofſynners. Than 
3 fozhys owne iniurye hath an holſomepourgatozy 
Ind lykewyſe they that pꝛaye foꝛe theyꝛ ennempes 
in they: herte foꝛgiue their offences x they that 
nat to aſke fozgyuenes of other foz thep2e of- 
And be moꝛe redye to remytte thanneto be 
the. And they that by vyolence reſtrapne theyz 
fe fro ſynne / and euer de bely to make the bodye 
to the ſoule. All thoſe haue an holſomme 
pourgatozy in tyys lyfe. It is moche moꝛe pꝛokita⸗ 
mie no we to pourge oure ſynne / and kytte it awaye 
han to abyde the pourgacion therof with the fyze 
'Pourgatozy.Uerely we decepue our ſelte by in⸗ 
oynat loue that we haue to owre ſelfe.what ſhall 
Mꝛe tyꝛe come to deuoure but thy ſine.Euet the mo 
thou ſparyſte thy ſelfe nowe / Ind (o folowyſte 


Parte 
the ſenluall appetite moꝛe greuouſe ſhalbe thy per 
ne afterxwarde and moe greuauſe the fyꝛe. And ther 
foe loke what thynge man moze greuoul)y offen 
dethe in / and therinchalbe his moe peyne, ¶ The 
flouthfultperſoneſhatbe punyſſhed with bꝛennige 
b:oundes. The glottone that hathe conſumed me? 
tyg / and dꝛynkes ſuperfluouſip to the detryment o | 
theyꝛ body / aud the iniurie of the poꝛe that famyſ 
thed foꝛ hunger | than ſhall they famyſſhe foz hun 
ger in ſo moche that pł they wolde deſire a dꝛope of 
water ta mytage that excedynge ardoze / that they 
ſhall ſuffre / than it ſhall nat be poſſyble to theym to 
obteyne it. ¶ The lecherous people | and the ino: 
dynat louers oftheyꝛluſtys ſhal be cõpelled to d2in- 
ke the — and abhomynable inflamed py⸗ 
che / and bꝛymſtone. And the enupous people ſhall 
waple / and howleas wode hundes. Ind ſo euery ll 
ne ſhall haue his pꝛopꝛʒe toʒment / ⁊ peyne coreſpon- 
dynge to hym. And the obſtinate pꝛowde / z coueti⸗ 
fe perſons ſhalbe teplenyſſhed with al confuſion / 
penury.Thereſhatbe one houre moꝛe peynful and 
greuous / than here a hundꝛed pere in bitter penau⸗ 
ce. There ſhall neuer beconſolacion ne reſt tothoſe 
that be dampned / oꝛſhalbe dampned:but here the © 
perſons haue ſomtyme aleuiaunce ot theit 


po 
conſtaunte ageynſt thoſe : 
that haue vuryghtouſſy veredtheym, Ind lobe as 


¶ Che fyꝛite 
be no we luged ot other men ſo than ſhall they 
other. Than the poꝛe obedientſouleſhal haue 
confidence / and the obſtinate pꝛowde man 
quake / and fere on euetyſyde. Than ſhal they 
puted wyſe that haue lerned in thys woꝛlde of 
loꝛde to be abiecte / and diſpiſed. Than ſhall all 
lacyon pacyentiy ſuffered be full pꝛofitable /X 
iniquyteſhalltrouble the auctoꝛ therof. Tha 
ſhallcuery deuouteſoule (oye and euery wiked cre 
atureſhall wayle and mourne/thanſhal the fleſſhe 
at hath ben with reaſonchaſtiſed be moꝛe gladde 
if it had ben alweye in delectacionand pleſure 
2 chan the vyle veſture ſhallſhene ⁊ the gliſterige gar 
mentis ſhalbe derke and vyle / and the poze cotage 
: Woe of pꝛyce than the great gloryous palys ediki⸗ 
M foꝛ poinpe / and pꝛyde than ſhalbe moze allowa⸗ 
Nea conſtant pacience than allvſurpedpower than 
Wallthe true obedience ol a meke religious ſoule be 
oꝛe exalted than any woꝛldly cautelous pꝛudence 
ſhall a clere conſcience be moꝛe ioyfull than the 
Arrogance of poetis / oꝛ phuloſophers / than the con⸗ 
ok riches be moꝛe of pꝛice than the treaſoure 
or allthe erthe. Chan thou ſhalt haue moze delecta 
on in deuoute pꝛaper than inthe delectable fedige 
nd chou ſhalt moꝛe reioyce of theſylence that thou 
aſte kepte than ol thy longe ſupfluoꝰ pech. Than 
jall thy hooly werkis be moche mote of pꝛyce than 
zefaireandpleſaunt woꝛdes. Than ſhal a ſtrayte 
hoſe fe + peynkull be moꝛe pfitable than al woꝛdly de⸗ 
zeas ectarcdn. lerne no we to fuffre ſmale tribulacyons d 


- Harte 
than thou maiſt be deliuered from greate tribaiac 
ons. It thou wylte in any wile by continuaunce | 
thy ſynne ower thyſelfeto the firemake erpericnc 
Butte thy hande in thefy2e:Jfthou map nat ſuffr; 
thys lytell pepne:howeſhalte thou endure to ſuffn 
thy hole body perpetually to beputte inthe fyꝛe 
nowe a |ytel|poſſpon make the lo pacytt what ſha] - 
the intollerable peynes of helle do tothe. Than g 
ue hede thou mayſtenathauethefullpleaſure bod 
ly here / and in the lyfe to come the habundaunce 
ſppꝛytuall iope. Therfozeifthou wylte afterwatꝰ 
regne withe Cryſte in perpetuall pleaſure folom: 
hym here in thys lyfe with penaunce. It thou had 
deſt lyued frome the begynnynge of the woꝛlde to 
thys daye in all honour and pleaſurethat were pot 
ſpble to be hadde in this ſyfe theyſhuldenowebe al | 
paſte: as a dꝛeme that ſhoꝛtiy apperethe / and ſoont 
ys foꝛgotten. Ind it thouſhuldeſte lyue nowe lyke 
wyſe to the woꝛldes ende / and than departe what 
ſhulde remayne ofthele pleaſures nothinge. Than 
vanyte / and all other thynge in thys wozldeys va 
nyte ſauynge the loue ot god / and hysſeruyce 024 
withallhy#herte/nouther rebate ben 
n t 
Iytozmentes iugement / ne helle. Fo: beate lol 
hath lure paſſage to owre loꝛde. who ſomeuer hath 
delyte to offende it is no meruayle it they dꝛede de 
the / andtheyꝛ Jugement. ¶ pet yfthe loue o god 
mape nat wythdꝛawe the fromeſpnne / than yt ys 


* ¶ CTheſeconde. 
⁊ expedient that chou ceſſe of ſynne foꝛthe fere 
| ze pepnes of helle. Ind that that pferreth 
p woꝛdly loue befoze the loue of god tan not loge 
nde in the ſtate ol grace:buthe (hall lone be tied 
the ſnare of the deuyll. 


l che life of man. 

e O dechat thou be wakyngex dilygent iche 
l ſetuite ot god ⁊ chou ret ygious ſoule remc⸗ 
de byſely whether thou arte come/x why thou haſt 

- fo:ſakenthe woꝛlde. was it nat foz that intent that Þ 

eſt become a ſpitituall man / oꝛ woman / and to 
joue / xſeruegodonly. Therfoze incyte thy ſelfe to 
jou had feruoute to ſpirituall pzofite. Foz thou ſhalte 
oꝛlde to hotly recetue thy rewarde foꝛ all thy labours and 
"ere pot in that heuenly inheritaunce (halbe nouther ſozowe 
we bea ne fere. Nowe labour a lytell / ⁊ĩ than thou ſhalt fide 
d oon great teſte / ĩ perpetuall gladnes / i thou wylt keith⸗ 
ve lyke. fully / z feruently abide in vᷣtuous labour thouſhalt 
te what "ne without dowte that our loꝛde ſhall feythfully 
. Than habundauntiy rewarde the. and haue hope that 
g bi palt come to victoꝛy. But it is expedient that thou 
eys va 2 therinhauenat to great ſuerty:leſt thou be necliget 
pce oꝛa d exalted therby in thy mynde. There was a cer- 
ethgod ane perſone that was oftymes ſolowynge in hys 
zdynat wmynde betwene fere x hope / and on a tyme beynge 
te loue kun of anguyſſhe ⁊ ſoꝛowe in a churche fell pꝛoſtrat 
er hath ¶ to the grounde lepinge theſe woꝛdes. Oi I myght 
. Jam mn, heherveanone the 
am anone 
nyt ys Inttatio ct D. * 


- Parte 
than thou maiſt be deliuered from greatetribalaci 
ons. It thou wylte in any wiſe by continuaunee 0! 
thy ſynne oꝛder thylelfe to the fire make experieng 
Putte thy hande in the fyꝛe: If thou may nat ſuffr; 
thys lytell peyne:ho we ſhalte thou endure to ſuffn 
thy hole body perpetually to be putte in the fpze Ji” 
nowe a lytell poſſyon make the lo pacytt what ſhal | 
the intollerable peynes ol helle do to the. Than gy 
ue hede thou mayſte nathaue the full pleaſure bod 
ly hete / and in the lyfe to come the habundaunces 
ſpyꝛytuall ioye. Therfozeifthou wylte afterwarx 
regne withe Cryſte in perpetuall pleaſure folot - 
hym here in thys lyfe with penaunce. It thou had 
deſt lyued frome the begynnynge of the woꝛlde to 
thys daye in all honour and pleaſurethat were po 
ſpble to be hadde in this lyfe theyſhulde nowe bes 
paſte:as a dꝛeme that ſhoztly apperethe / and ſoon! 
vs foꝛgotten. Ind it thouchuldeſte lyue nowe lyke * 
wyſe to the woꝛldes ende / and than departe what 
ſhulde remayne oftheſe pleaſures nothinge. Than 
we mapye conclude that allwozdly pleaſureys bu 
vanyte / and all other thynge in thys woꝛlde ys va 
nyte ſauynge the loue or god / and hysſeruyce 047% 
thynge oꝛdꝛed to theſe. That ſo wle that louethgod 
with all hyg herte / nouther fereth dethe inoꝛdynat 
Iyto2mentes | iugement / ne helle. Foꝛ petſyte lou 
hath lure paſſage to owre loꝛde. who ſomeuer hath 

delyte to offende it is no meruayle iſ they dꝛede de⸗ 
the / andtheyꝛ Jugement. ¶ vet yf the loue ot god 
mape nat wythdzawe the fromeſpnne / than pt ys 


1 — 1 
od ⁊ expedient that chou ynne 
ribAlac: Wei pepnegofhelle. ndthat e that pferreth 
ance 0 ip woꝛdly loue befoze the ioue ot god cannotloge 
Perienc WWande in the ſtate ol grace: buthe ſhall lone be tied 
at fun the inare of the deupll. 
=T The.rrv.chaptre ofthe ferucnt emandatyon of 
Ill che life of man. 
e O bechat thou be wakyngex dilygent ĩ the 
hang: LLteruice oł god ⁊ thou reiygious ſoule remẽ⸗ 
re bod he byſely whether thou arte come / why thou haſt 
junce n goxſakenthe woꝛlde. was it nat foz that intent that þ 
rward eſt become aſpitituall man / oꝛ woman / and to 
folow ſoue | v ſerue god only. Therfoze incyte thy lelfe to 
ou had: feruoure to (pirituall pzofite. Fozthou ſhalte 
de to hotly recetue thy rewarde foꝛ all thy labours and 
ere pol in chat heuenly inheritaunceſhalbenoutherſozowe 
ve be al ne tere. Nowe labour a lytell / ĩ than thou ſhalt fide 
dfoone great teſte / ⁊ perpetuall gladnes / if thou wylt keith⸗ 
fully / ⁊ feruently abide in Stuous labour thouſhalt 
"Dd — — were; 
habundauntiy rewarde the. and haue hope that 
halt come to victoꝛy. But it is expedient that thou 
— therinhauenat to great ſuerty:leſt thou be necligẽt 
dz exalted therby in thy mynde. There was a cer- 
ne perſone that was oſtymes folowynge in hys 
nynde betwene fere x hope / and on a tyme beynge 
full of anguyſche r ſoꝛowe in a churche fell pꝛoſtrat 
to the grounde ſeyinge theſe woꝛdes. Oi I myght 
— far Tomes 
g c am anone 
Inttatio criſti. D. . 


parte 
anſ were of out lo deſhewed to hym in his loule ſai 
ynge. what woldeſte thou do ifthou kneweſte that 
Do nowe that / as thou woldeſt do than: and ther- 
by thou mayſte haue ſuerte. Ind ſo anone he was 


reconfo:ted: and commptted hym ſelte to the wol 


of god / and of his llowynge and vnltedfaſt mynde 
was payſed / and wolde nomoꝛe by curious inquy- 
ſicyon deſpꝛe to knowe what ſhulde befalle to hym 
in tyme to come:but rather he tudyed to know the 
wyll of god / he ſtudped to conferme hys wyll to the 
wyll of god: as well inthe begynnynge as in the en 


dynge of euery dede that he ſhulde do. The ꝓphe⸗ 


Dauid exoꝛtynge euery man to vertue ſaptche. Do 


well and hope in god Inhabyte the erthe and thou 


ſhalte be fedde with frutes therof. The tontynuall 


gruge and laboure oftemptacyon and trybulacion 
wythdꝛaweth ryghte many frome pzofyte and fer⸗ 


uentemendacpon. Uerely they that infoꝛte theyre 
ſelfe wyth myghtyapplycacyonto ouercome thoſe 
thynges that be greuous and contratpe to the hel⸗ 


theoftheyrloules: chey profite enerrebpnge othet / 
and man nmoztyfipnge olhyalenſuall partes and 
ouercomynge of hymlelfe therin ſpetially hepzofy: 


teteh cometh to moꝛe he hundaunce of grace but e 
uery man hath nat in iytze to ouercome oꝛ to moꝛty⸗ 
fie. A feruent ſouer ot god it he haue mo and greatt 
pallians oꝛ lettyngerhal moꝛe ſpytituany pzo 
than ỹ vᷣtuous pſone vᷣ hach leſſe feruout te 


There betwo thynges that ſpecyally helpe a ſoule 
to come to vertueto withdzawe it ſeffe violently fro | 


* 


* * —— — n 

hole thynges that cor2upte nature is enciyned to ⁊ 

ruently to labour foz that grace oʒ ᷣtue that we p- 

ue we haue. moſte nede to. Gyue hede in any wi 

that thou auoide thoſe vytes in thyſelfe that thou 

rte moſtegreued oꝛ myſcontent within other me: 

nd be glade together vertue of euery vertuoꝰ cre⸗ 

ture as the hony Be gadꝛethe hys hony of divers 

Noures ſo conſider all thoſe that thou arte cõuerſãt 

with. Chefe of echone ofthem ſome vertue refulige 

hey: vyte takethefayze floure fromethe bꝛambell 

and hurte nat thy hande of the thoꝛne. And it happẽ 

the to be hurte indeuoure thy ſelfe to berecouerede 

without delaye.as thyn ipe conſidereth the warkes 

bf other / lo thou arte noted of other. O howe iocun⸗ 
de / and mery is it to be conuerſaunt with company 

ve honeſt name and kame / fepthfull / and feruent in 

loue of god. And contrarye wyſe it is grit oꝰ to 


he accompanped with tho that be diſozdered bothe 
3 god and man:thatnouther as loucre ne ſeichtull 
ubiectes haue compleniſſhed chole ty eg that thei 

2c called to. Howe inconuenient t. ige is a pſone 
thynges tha he is called to 


* 


— 92 ret 
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Parte 

loꝛde ſhall fynde therin all thynges ꝓfitable x neceſ 
ſarie foz it ⁊ habundauntly ⁊ ſball nat nede to ſeche 
any better thinge / than in thys lyfe is conteined © 
that ſoule that myghtalweye hauetheremembzace 
of Jeſu crucifyed:howſone x (ulficiently ſhulde pt 
be enfourmed with — neceſſarie: I feruent 
relygius ſoule paciently ſuffreth # oblerueththole 
thyngesthatbe comaunded to it / Ind a necligente 
 #arempylle religious ſoule hath tribulacyon vpon 
trybulacion/andſuffreth anguyſſhe #tribulacpon 
on euery party/xthat is fo it lacketh inly cololvcy- 
on / and is reſtrayned from outwarde cofozt. That 
relygiousperſone that lyueche without diſcyplene 
is redy to fall to ruyne. And that man that euer ſe 
keth moꝛe large maner ane liberte in his lyfe: (hall 
be alwey in anguyſſhe x trouble / and euer ſhal dyl 
pleſe hym outher that lyfe / that he hach begonne o: 
elles fo: he hath lefte a better. Take hede howe ma⸗ 
ny teligious people foꝛ the loue of god c ruetlaſtige 
ioye ⁊ liberte nowe obediently lyueth vnder the ru 
le of ſtrayte religion. They be withdzawen from̃ 
wozlde/ and del pꝛe nat to be greatly conuerſaunte 
with the woꝛlde they be pozelp fedde / content wyth 
vyle a groſſe clochynge: they labour moche tſpcz 
but lptell ſuperfluouſly/ they watche longe and ſo⸗ 
ne ryſe:longe in p2ayer / and holy redynge of frut⸗ 
full doctrine / and they may come to euerlaſtynge 
liberte. They kepe they: ſelfe fro the ſpace of thys 
oꝛte lyfe vnder obed ience and inpzyſon; Cölydet 
the holp oꝛders of telygyon bothe ol men x women 


Theleronde. 


"the ſeruyceofgod. O howe iocunde d pleſaunt a 
ſhulde it be to a ſoule that had no wozdly thige 
do but loue god contynually with all hys herte in 
Parkes and woꝛdes. O if we myghte contynue in 
is lyfe without bodely refect ion as etyuge +d2in 
dyngeſlepynge / oz any other bodely necel[ices and 
-gpuchede only to holy medytacion ⁊᷑ goſtly fedige 
F refeccion of owre ſoule than we ſhulde be moche 
guappythan we be nowe in ſeruynge / x attendynge 
' *Woze toꝛ bodely chynges than goſtly pfite. whann 
"man cometh onesto that perfeccion that heſecheth 
ſolacion ofno creature / than begineth he to ha⸗ 
ne a ſpirituall tallage in god. and whan he is contẽt 
with euery foꝛtune aſwell with aduerſite as pſpe- 
xte conkoꝛmynge and rekerrynge al his warkts to 

god to ſerue ⁊ obep to his will. Euer remembꝛe the 
4 de of euery thynge that thou begynneſt aud alſo 
—— Pat tyme loſte can nat be recouered and thou ſhalt 
it wyth euer obteyne vertue without labour ⁊ diligence # 


ald banchou begynneltto be rempffe in (plrituail la- 
=P ours chan tyou begynneſte to ware eupll. Jfthou 
— — pplye thy leife l y to moꝛe vertu thou ſhalt 
eons nde greate peaſe and than by grace of god #loue 
— pat thou haft to vertue thou ſhalt five the ſpiritual 
.olp © WFerepſe in vertue euermope le / a lyghter 
women Imitatio criſti, D. iii. 


Marte L 
feruent x louynge ſoule is euer redy to all es 
that be expedient to the pleſure or god x(piritual ꝓ⸗ 0 


fite of it ſelfe. Jt is moꝛe labour to reſiſt vyce and i⸗ 


o2dinatepaſſions/thanto beoccupied in bobelpla: 
bours# i thou wilt nat gyuehedetoauoidep leſſe # 
ſynne thou ſhalte ſone be enduced tothe moze. Ind 
whan thou hat bꝛoughtthe day to the euyntyde in 
vᷣtuous occupacion without any gret diſpleſure to 
to our loꝛde than thou maiſte be glad a ſuerlyetae 
thy reſt in hym. And euer befoze all other ſoules gi⸗ 


; 


uehedeto thyn owueloule exeite z moue thy ſelf to gf 


Stue/x what ſo euer thou doeſt be neruer neclygẽti is 


thoſe thynges that benecefſary foꝛ thy loule ⁊ ſoge 
ho we moche thou deliteſt to ꝓfite / a lo moche aplie r 
thy ſelfe vyolently to goſtly x ſpiritual labours.and "he 
thus endeth thefirſt boke of Johfi Gerſonof the Þ- mt 


mytacion of Criſte. 


here begynneth the. li. boke of Johfi Ger⸗ 
ſonof the inwarde t deuoute conuerſacion of 
the loule of man. 


ter the ſentence of our ſaupour | eſu 4 | 
T2 the inwarderegne of god is in the 
thy ſelf with all 


fondereſtle 2tepneoutwardthig'+ aplie thy 
mideto — halt parte hatch : 


CTheleconde. 
Ss —Iyngdomeofgodſhall come to the wherwitheco- 
„ ith peas a iope in the holy gooſt that is nat graũ⸗ 
Ned to no wicked man. Jfp wylte pꝛepare ithy ſou 
gcondynge manſioncriſteſhall come and abyde 
ere to thy inly conſolacyon. All the pzpncipall top 
d delite that god hath in man / is in the obedyen- 
and vertue ot the ſowle:there he is cuſtomeablp 
ich merueylous lwetneſſe / and fampyliaryte 
"Tomfo2tably fedynge it with gooſtely ſpeche x doc- 
- pne. O thou fepthetull ſowle pꝛepare thy herte to 
Pvriſte thy ſpoule that he may come therto: and by 
is goodnes make therin a manſyon. Foz he ſayth 
che goſpellot᷑ Johfi: who lo loueth me he ſhall ob 
rue my cõmaundementes and m fader x I with 
Me holy goſt ſhall come to hym and make him 
- *Whabitacioby grace vntyll we bꝛige hym to 5 cele⸗ 
all habitacion of gloꝛye. Make tedy a place i thy 
le to hym that create it / andlette nothynge haue 
tereſſe therin that maye offendehym. It he abide 
ich the that is loꝛde of all rycheſſe how maiſt thou 
3002eheſhalbe a ſufficient / and a feythefull pꝛo⸗ 
=Wloure fo: the in all thynge expedient foꝛ thei who 
thou muſte moꝛe co hope / and byleue 
an m euerp creature:foz all creatures moꝛtall be 
itable:foz thoughe they pꝛomiſe neuer ſo ſuerlye 
tthey may beſone chaunged. But criſt that is the 
ete firmament euer in one abydynge may uat of 
v wyſle bꝛeke hys abſolute pꝛomyſe. Be a frende 
it is moꝛtall neuer ſo feythefull/oz beloued:pet in 
i / that he is moꝛtall / a frayle he may be chaũged 


Parte 1 
They that this day be thy frendes to moto we max 
be thyne ennempyes:xtherfoze put no (ure contidẽ 

ce but in god whome thou ſhalte loue / and fere abo 
ue allthynge. Here we haue no certen habrtacyon: 
but whereſoeuer we be in thys wozlve we be as pil 
gryms and ſtrangers and ſhall neuet haue reſt 
out we be bnyte to criſt. pre thyne ive of thy ſoule 
of the pꝛelent thynges in this woꝛlde of the pylgris 
that goone by the way whiche be nat taried by the 
beaute of thoſe thynges that ben in their waye: burt 
theyr mynde renne mooſt of the ende ol theyꝛ iout 
ney. So lette the iye of your ſoule be fired perfityx 
in heuen where be true tyes ⁊ than ſhall we be ell; 
taryed in the vſe of erthely thynges. Beware that * 
thou enclyne nat ſo mache vnto erthly thinges than 
thin appetite be nat ther with attached a thou made 
ſubiecte tothe great enemy the wozlde a ſo ſpiritu- 
ally periſſhe. Lete thy medifacion be alwey of hyn IF 
that is moſt highe x directe thy cõtynuall pꝛaper tu 
cxiſt if thou can nat occupie thy mide ĩthe high con 
templacion of god reſt than in the poſſeſſion of ou 
ſauiour a lete thy contemplacion reſt in his bleſſe* 
woundes a there thouſhalt ꝑceyue ſiguler como 

te in all tribulacions bodely x goſtly. And feere nu 
moche ofthe detraccion of euyll ſpeche of the wol 
dely people if thou gyue no cauſe therto.Fo2 we hi 
ue example ot oure maiſter criſt that was moſt vi!t; 
reputed / and in hys moſte neceſſite foꝛſaken of his 
rendes aud aqueyntaunce.Crifte our leder wolde 
luft re and be dilpiſed / z we deſyꝛe to be magnifya 


1 
1 


— 


.* CTheſeconde. 


m Wot! toſuffre iniure oz wzonge.Crilte had aduer- 


les XDetractours / and we wolde haue all to be 


. rfredes and benefactouts. Howe ſhulne thy pa- 


ce be crowned without aduerſite. And Þ wylte 
Tre none aduerlite ho we ſhuldeſte thou be the lo⸗ 
rok criſte. Jfthou wylt regne with hym in perpe 
Wall pleaſute ſuffre with hym here tempoꝛall tribu 
Nexyons. It thou myghtelt ones perfitely entre ĩ the 
y deuocion of ieſu cryſte / and petceyue a litell of 
Ws feruent loue / than thou ſhuldeſt but litell fozce 
, WW wo2dly auauntage oz diſauantage butſhuldeſt 
wityer toyei iiuries x contfptes ſhewedtothe. Fo 
perfite loue of god incyteth man to cõtynue hym 
in the inly loue of god that is free frome all in- 
N ypnate aff eccions and may without defaute ho⸗ 
tonuerte hym ſelfe to criſte and in hym haue per- 
ee reſte a fruycion. He that pꝛaplethe the good of 
We wozlde nat as they be extemed of the woꝛdly pe 
but as they be of pꝛice in they; ſelfe that ꝑſon ps 
wyſe and rather inſtructed of god than of mã 
hat ſoule that hath at lyberte the inwarde moci⸗ 
as of vertue xpondereth but lytell the outwarde 
ges he abidethe nother place noz tyme to haue 
Naous exerciſe in good lyfe. The inly man may ſo⸗ 
mite ⁊ calle to geder his inly powers + Btuesof 
$ſoule/ fo: they be neuet holy occupied wich out⸗ 
arde thiges. The outwarde labour oꝛ exercile is 
ceſlatye foꝛ atyme it letteth his ſoule but lytell of 
S pfeccions foz euery —. 25 behappith to hym 
heter it be aduerſite oʒ pꝛoſperyte he referreth yt 


Parte | * 
to the wyll of god. Loke howe moche moꝛe a maͤn 
ueth anp woꝛdlythynge than it ſhulde be laue d 
moche his mynde ys diſtra cte à lete to the ttu o 
nate jouc of god. It thy ſoule were ꝑfytiy pourge 
from all inoꝛdynate affeccionseueryauenture and 
toꝛtune comynge to the ſhulde be ỹ augmentation 
of vtuexgrace tothy ſoule. The cauſe why many 
thynges diſpleale oꝛ troublethe is that thou art na 
pet perfitly moꝛtified in thy lelte ne pourged from 
all ĩoꝛdinate loue of erthiy thiges. There is nothig 
that diſo2d2eth oꝛ fyleth the ſoule of man as in pun 
a diloꝛdꝛed loue of creatures. Jfthou woldeſt ſylr 
no wo2ly conſolacion outwarde thou mighteſt ha 
ue thy meditacion and heuenly coſolacion i thy ſoi 
le the whych excedeth all woꝛdly xtraſetory cofo!t 
as heuen ercedeth erthe. , 1 
¶ The ſeconde chaptre of the humble (ubleccyor 
ofthe ſubiecte to the pꝛelate. 

Ho ſo euer be wich 5 oꝛ contraryfoth 
w laboure with all thy myght to haue th 
loꝛde god with Þ in euery viage oꝛ thi 
that thou doeſte / and thanchou may 
ſaye wythe Dauld the pꝛoftte / god is my helper 
ſhall nat fere the ennempe of man. The moſt imme 
diate meane to god with the / is to haue a good cl 
ne conſcience. And loke to who 70 euer god putteth 
furth his hande to helpe ther can no adterſite hurt 
hym. And it thou canſt kepe ſcylence / and pacyent 
thou ſhalt without doute perreyue the helpe of gt 
inthy nede. e kno wethe the tyme / and the wap 


i Theſeconde. 
e delyueraunce garen 
eto hym. It ꝑteineth to hy ⁊ delyuet 
chtull obedient louleg fro pyll ⁊ ieopardie. Jt ys 
dyent foꝛ our humplpacion t merpie that ſom⸗ 
te other people knowe our defautes ⁊ſynnes þ 
Pp may coꝛrecte ⁊ repꝛeue vs. whan man toꝛ hys 
defautes humpleth hym ſelfe thã he hath mo 
o mpaſſyon ofthe fraylte oł other ⁊ reconſylethe 
ſelfe to thoſe that haue offended hym ⁊ cötrari 
he reconlũleth them to hym. Almighty god p- 
h xdefendeth the meke man obedyẽt ã hym he 
weth x#caunſelleth ⁊ enclineth hym ſelle to hym 
deth great habundaunce ot grace to hym⁊ ſhe 
his ſectete counſeltobym. Allo he inuiteth hi 
aweth hymbpgracebeniglyx after his humpli⸗ 
on ⁊ depꝛeſſion he enhaunteth him to gloꝛy The 


cobedpent ſaule pued by iniury ⁊ confuſpon 
e reſtin peas. Foʒ in aſmeche it is cõtẽpned of 
voꝛlde it is in manet coctrained to fle ⁊ reſte in 
t neuer edimate thy lelfe to haue ꝑfite ꝓlite wi⸗ 
t chou repute thy (clic mom vile ol all other. 


| he.ifi.chaptre of 5 reſtfuſl ⁊ quyet perſone. 
F Oke thou firſt ve niet thy lelfe x than thou 


maylte the vetter pacific other. A pacyfema 
die able thau a great lettred 

nac gent F7etfon2 chat is paſſionate lightely 
| _ moon _— — euery — 
tis content applpeth euety thynge 
and that ſoule that is nat wellcontent is inet 


by digerſeſuſp nother quite inhymlſelfe ne 
petſulfereth oth in peaſe / ⁊ ſpeketh oftimeg 
thoſe nat ſyttynge / # omyttethe to 
ſpeke of thoſe thynges that wereerpeditt tobeſpy 
ken of He conſidereth whatother be bounde to d. 
tis necligent in that / that perteyneth to hym ſelle. 
Haue firſt a ʒele ⁊ a reſpecte to thy ſelfe /⁊ than thou 
maiſt bettet attende to the dedes of other. Thou an 
redy to excuſe thy ꝓpꝛe errour +defautes / wylu 
nat2ſider the fraylte of thy neyghbour. But it we 
re moꝛe actoꝛdige to equite to excuſe thy neighbou 
to accuſe thyſeife:Jfthou wylt that other (uppot 
*ſuffre the thou muſt ſomtyme charitabiy fuppott 
*ſuffre other mẽ how ferre art thou from pfite hu: 
mylyte à charite / by the which man ſhulde be moſtt 
wꝛoth with his owne offences it is no great matte 
ofpactence to be cõuerſaũt with meke tractable /o 
charitablecopany fo2 with ſuche perſons euer bo 
by deliteth naturally to be accopaned:but it is a (ig 
neof Vtuexpacienceto be zuerſant pacient! 
with kro warde wrathfull ⁊ euyll manered peple 
be redy to ꝓue out paciente with cõtradiccions in 
iuries x wʒõges. Bleſſed be thoſe that amongethi: 
people be pacient foꝛ to by they2 pacience per 
teyneth the kyngdome o And chat perſont 
by grace can applie hymſelfe moꝛe to ſuſfre paci 
ly ſhal obtepne moꝛe peas + may be called a cõque 
tout of hymſelfe/xouer the woꝛlde a lozde a frendt 
of criſt x the inheritour of heuen. 

¶ The.itii. chapt᷑ ot pure mide a true entent 


F  Theleconde. 
An is eleuate ⁊ lyft 


nple and true entent beholdeth god: butt 
nr app2chendeth x takethtalte ofhys 
xetnes. If thou be fre frome — 
Feccionthereſhallno good operacyon lett the fro 
Se, That perſone that — 
che the pleaſure of god / a the ꝓfite ol his 
ur mape haue true +inly lyberte of mynde cif 
e were perfitly ozd2ed /euery creature ſhulde be 
mirrour of lyfe / xa boke of holy doctryne to the. 
ere is no creature ſo vnperfite 02 vile but ĩ ſome 
u — — d il thy lo wle 
puꝛe frome al inoꝛdynate affecciõs Þ chuldeſt 
exprailecucry thinge in due oꝛder. A pure x cle⸗ 
3 heuen ⁊ hell comonly The iwax- 
ion of man is ſhewede by his outwarde 
egen there is no ioye in this worde to the 
ofa clene conſcience. And cõtrariw ile chere ps 
dtrouble 02 iniqͥetacion in coparifon of the trow- 
te ofthe mynde diſcotent of euyll conſcience/As Þ 
zon put in the fire is clenſed from the ruſt x made 
re # henige/ſotheobedyentſoulemadehotte in 
e of tribulacion is pourgedfrom the ruſt off 
xmadeclere conſcience and made ardet iche lo⸗ 
 ofgod / andlo he ys chaunged into a ne we man 
What eee rempleſnvertous 
Imitatio criſti. E.. 


an engeren raren [ 


ly the outwarde cõſolacion. But whan it = 
pf ouercome it ſelfe:⁊ to wãlke mightply in þ 
wapdvfgod than it ertemeth the labours / oztrow: | 


—3 light: ỹ whichebefoze were greuoꝰ / alpoz 


Cz v.chapt ofthe ꝓpꝛe coſideracionofman, 
Dereſhulde novertuous perſons haue gre- 
at cofidence in theyz ſeife. Fo: many tymes 
bythe meane of our pꝛeſũpcion o2 teptacion we lac 
kebothe grace x wyldome of true iugement.Þ pt: | 


ritualliyght that we haue is but lytell / c yet we leſe | 
it [one by our neclygence. And diuers tymes we be 

ſo farre ouerſcne : that we wyll nat oꝛ can nat ꝑcep⸗ i 
ue out ꝓpꝛe blidnes. Dyuerstymes we beeuyſll in 
our dedis x in delence oꝛ excuſaciſion ofthem we be 
worſe. There be diuerg that eſtymate / andthynke |! 
they dedes be done of — and charite che whiche 
they do by imoderate pallyon and carnalyte we be 
tedye to repꝛeue malle offences iu out neyghbour | 
i to excuſe out ꝓpꝛe great offences:we be tedye to 
note the iniuries that be done to vs: but we cõſyder 


— — of vs. A we wolde clp ydet 
= — ffences we ſhulde moꝛe paciẽ̃tlyſuf⸗ 
ethe defautes ofother. TheVtuous plone 
gehowe heſhall ——— ok his p- 
pꝛe 7 getinnt ell che offfcegof 2 
fo: wgome he ſhall nat an were. Thou ſhalt neuer 
be inly deuout without thou kepe ſplice of other mẽ 


nes warkes x wozdes/ z dylygentiy beholde thyne 


4 
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owne. If thou gpue thyne attendaunce to god ⁊ to 
1 thy ſeligonlp: the ourwarderomterſacyonof other 
27 ſhallthcleſſe moue the / where art thou whan thou 


arte nat pꝛeſent to thyſelfe. If thou conſider alother 


thynges thy ſelfe nat conſidered what ſhal it auaile 
ther Thou ſhalt pfite ſpecially i goſtley lyuige yt᷑ 
pꝛeſetue thyſelfc fro tumultuoꝰ woꝛdly occupacion 
t that religious ſoule may nat greatly pfytegoſtly 
that moche applpeth it ſelfe to ſeculet occupacpons 
Lete nothige be ſo derely accept to the as thy loꝛde 


5 1 godoꝛ thynge oꝛdꝛed to hym: xcitymate albdelcc- 


= tacion oꝛ pleſute of any creature nat oꝛdꝛed to hym 
but vaine a ſoule þ pfitly loucth god / #reputeth all 
thige vnder god a his leint ! dut male of pꝛice. God 
olhis incop:ehiſible goodnes repleniſſheth ỹ woꝛl⸗ 

de ĩ is ß ꝑtite folace ofſoulexgladnes oſ hette. 

The. vi. chapt of gladnes ofa goodcalcience. 

He conſolacion of a good ſdule is in coſyde- 
racion ofa good xclere conſcience. Labour 
euer to haue a good conſcience and thanthou ſhalt 
be contynually in gladnes:x myghtyto bers pacy- 
ently aduerſitees. Foʒ a good Acience is euer glad 
amoge aduetſitecs / ⁊ cõtrary wile an euyll cõſtien⸗ 
ce is euet ferefull | impacyent / and inqutete. Thou 
mapſte reſt ſuerly if thy herte beinge right repꝛeue 
the nat. Be notyme glade but whan thou doeſt wel 
The eupll people haue neuer true oꝛperfite teſte:ne 
— — peas ot mpnde: foꝛ as owre 
ae e e ere 
e: an ; 

Imitatio criſti, E. li. 
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ſute ne doute nat aduerſyte hauynge lo great con 
fydence in they: ſelfe that they thike no thynge may 
cemoue theym frome they: eſtate. Haue no conſy⸗ 
— — gr poke | 

cetourned frome thep: iniquite thouſhalt ſep w2a- 
theofgodfall vpon them / andthey2ſubtylyte / and 
falſe way ſhalbe made vayne: andtheyz thoughtis 
al periſſhe / and they alſo, It is nat Stoza 
ꝑtyte louet of god toioy in tribulacio:toz that is no- 
ne other but to ioye in the croſſe of Jeſucryſte. The 
honour oꝛ ioye that is gyuen to man of man ys but [ 
of (male quantite:⁊ there foloweth that love foʒ the 
moſte parteheupnelle. T he iope of good people ps 
in the conſcience ot theym / x nat in the vayne com 
mendacion ot men.and the gladnes of theym ys or 
— — in vertue ⁊ ot good lyft | 
that deſire the true xeternall iope fo:ceth lytel 
oftemporall felicite. That perſone hath tranquilite | 
#reſte of herte that nother deſireth wozdly comen- | 
dacionne fo2ceth nat oftempozall commendacyon 
Thou artnat.moze holy if thou be commended ne | 
leſſe vertuous if thou be diſpzeiſed: x whan ſoeuer 
Þ be cõmended oz diſpzayſed/thou arte as thou art | 
as our loꝛde Þ (ercher of ſecrete myndesknoweth 
p lothou art Htuous ozvicious a ifthoucoſider weil m 
what thou art withifozth thou ſhalte litell foꝛce of Þ ( 
qutwardeligageofP people. man beholdeth pᷣ ou. 9 
warde ꝑte of the / but god beholdeth ỹ hert. man c6- | 
lidereth the warkes but god the entẽt ofeuery dede 
Ic is a good ſigne of a mekeſoule : thateuer dothe 
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2 ¶ Theſeconde. b 
xyctertemethitſelfto do dutlitel 02 nought. That 
foule that tnquireth nat noꝛ deliteth nat out warde 
teſtymony fo2 it ſelfe:it is a ſigue that it hach cõmit 
it ſelfe holy to god. the pꝛobaciõ of a vettuous ſoule 
ſtandeth nat in the cõmendacion ok cheit ſelfe but ot 
god. The ſtate ofthe inly vertuous man is pꝛinty⸗ 
pally to oꝛder his mpudeto god by obe diente ⁊ lo⸗ 
ue ⁊ be at liberte from all out warde io2dinate affec 


* cions and delires. | 
* C The.vii.chapf of Þ loue of Jeſu aboue al thiges 
4 Die is that ſoule that perfitly knowinge 


eſu criſt loueth hym aboue all thynge and 


fo: his loue contempneth itlelfe / as it is ſyttige that 
* kynge be moſt pꝛincypall in his ownereame So 


it is accoꝛding that Jeſu be oꝛdꝛed as pꝛiucypall in 


cheloule ok man the whiche is his reame asheſaith 
= bymſelfe in che goſpell of Luke. The kyngdome of 


god is within you : that is toſaye in the lo wle of a 
feythfulllouer of Jeſu. The loue of a creature ys 
vayne and vnſtable/but the loue of ieſu is feythfull 
and perſeueraunt. That plone that wyltreſt}o2 be 
ſuppoꝛted ofa diſceyuable oꝛ roton ſtaffe muſte of 


neceſſite fall therwith. and cotrary wile bea ſo wle 


neuer ſo feble / oꝛ frayle if it wyll reſt 02 applie it ſelf 
with all ſpirituall ſtrengthe 28 ctiſte yt 
ſhalbe pfitly ſtabliſſhed ⁊ made ſtrõge in him Loue 
hym ĩ kepe hym befoꝛe all other. Foz if al other fre- 
des fozſake the / he wyll nat leue the ne ſuffre the fy- 
nally to periſſhe. And thou muſt ſomtyme ofnecel- 
(ytebe departed from all thy frendes of this wo. 
Imitatio criſti. E. iu. 
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But indeuour thy ſelfe to kepe this great frend ie⸗ 
ſu xthouſhalcnac be ſeperated fromehym neyther 
lyupngenoz dipngex thouſhaltfynde hym ſo feith- 
ful to tyeryat whan all other fayle ofſocout #helpe 

cowarde the he ſhall neuer fayle. Ind if thou wylt a- 
uoyde all ĩoꝛdinate loue ofcreatures Jeſu wil glas 
ly thabice + abyde with the. What ſo euer thou do to 
man oꝛ tecepue of hym nat oꝛdꝛed to ieſus is asvat- 
ne ⁊ loſte.Be nat adherent ne put nat chy cofidence 
in chat thynge that is as an holo we ſtocke oz a tede 
bauynge no ſubſtaunce to ſuſteyne the: euery man 
lyuynge in a moꝛtall body:ſapth our loʒde is teſem 
bled to hay. And all his bodely pleaſute ſhall ſone fa 
de x fall as doth the flowres in the medowe If thou 
attende x gyue hede to outwarde apparance ofma : 

thou ſhaltſone be diſceyued. Jfthou wylt beſilp ſe⸗ 
che lolace ⁊ lucre / thou ſhale fynde mauy tymes dil⸗ 
pleaſure x detryment. It chou ſeche thy loꝛde ieſu - 
euety thynge thou ſhalt truly fynde hym. And ilike 
wile tf thouſeche thy ſelle / thou ſhalt fynde thyſelfe 
but to thy diſtruccyon. Foz he that laboreth to haue 
all other thiages x ieſu cõtẽpne is moꝛe ennempe to 
hiſelfe than aſ his aducrſariesouer alÿ woꝛlde mai 
¶ The vu. chaptre of the famylyer ampte (be 
and laue of Jeſu criſte. 4 

Dat ſoulethat hath the gracious pꝛeſece 

wok ieſus hach all thige that is good with⸗ 
out any difficultes ꝓne ⁊ redp to euery! | 
tuous operacion ⁊ where ieſus is nat pꝛeſent by his 
grace / chere is euety dede of vᷣtue ĩ maner peynfull 
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C Theſeconde. 
is no perfite inly and gooſtely conſolacyon 
but whauſeſuſpeketh in the religius loule Didnat 
mary Mawdeleyne ariſe ſone whan Martha had 
ſhewed hir that hir mayſter cryſte ieſu was nyghe 
and cleped hir. That may be called an happy houre 


whan criſte callech a ſoule from lamentacpon / and 


wepynge and ſpecially of minde. O thou ſoule how 
bharde ⁊ vndeuoute arte thou whan ieſu is nat with 


the bp aſſiſtence ofhis grace. It is nat moꝛe doma⸗ 

ede ge to leſe his grace / than all the wozlde what maye 
the woꝛlde auayle the without the grace of the ma⸗ 
> kertherof; It is in maner a peyne of helle to be ſepe⸗ 
ate fro ieſu / ⁊᷑ it is a pleſaunt patadiſe to be vnytte 
And knitte with ham by grace. And there ſhal none 


a duetſite neo ther enemye ouercome the / as longe 
ass Jeſu is wich the / and that ſoule thatſyketh hym 


and fyndeth hym hath founde the treſour ot alltre 
iloures:and if thou leſe hym thou haſte moꝛe doma⸗ 


= ge:than choughe thon ſhuldeſte leſe all the woꝛlde⸗ 


'& Thatperſone may be called moſte pooze that hath 


nat ieſus / and he is mooſte rychethat hath hym by 
grace / it is great wildome and cunnynge to be con⸗ 


uertaunt wich ielus / to kepe hym with the. Labour 
do haue ꝑkite metzenes and to be quiet / ⁊ deuoute / X 
3 icluſhallabide with the. If thou applie thy deſires 
ce moꝛdinatly to outwarde thynges / thou reiectis the 
th ⸗ tin warde grace ot ieſus.and than thou ſhalte be full 

diſolate of true a mite and frenhſhyp / fozwythoute 


ghis grace ⁊ goſtelp confoꝛte / thou ſhalte neuer haue 
nrytip goſtely gladnes in hym afoze all other / Ind 


Parte F 
alſo we ſhulde rather wyll to haue all the woꝛlde cõ z 
tratie co vs:than to offende hym Imoͤge allthy'be | 
re ⁊ ſpeciall ftendes cheſe ieſu as molt dere feithtul 
x ſpeciall whome thou ſhuldeſt loue foʒ hym ſelfe ': 
all other in oꝛdꝛe to hym. Foz thet is none other but 
he that hath all degrees of goodes a amyte but hen 
lone xtherfoze in hym x fo2 hym loue both thy fren- |: 
des ⁊ alſo thyn enemyes:⁊ pꝛaie foꝛ them that they 
may knowe god ꝑfitly loue hym. Neuer coueit to 
be cõmended a loued ſingulerly. Foꝛ that of tyghte 
belongeth to out loꝛde to whome none mape be cõ⸗ 
pared. Mixe neuer thy loue with any inoꝛdinat lo: 
ue of creatures if thou wilt knowhowlwete Jeſus 
is. But none maye taſte othis lwetenes without he 
be puente with grace: a ſpecially called of our lozde 
all other callynges ſett aparte:ſo that thou ſiglerly 
abyde wich hym alone. Whan the grace of out [02d | 
cometh to aſoule / than it is made ſtronge to cueryve 
thinge that vtue reqreth.x whan grace depteth fro ke 
the ſoule it is faint x frayle vnapte to do 02 to ſuffte . 
that vᷣtue cõmaũdeth:but it be with great vifficulte 10 
X peyne: but yet leue nat thoſe ded of Vᷣtue ⁊ diſpai- n 
te nat:but cõfoꝛme thy wyll to the pleaſure of Jeſu £4 
criſte.Fo2 after wynterfolowetheſomer / after the 
nightthe day:after the tempeſt the fayze wether. l 
The.ir.Chaptre ofthedyſolacyon of wozdlp ci t 
ſolacyon. Tal 
. great maiſtry to tontempne the tõſo e! 
LLlacyon ofman whan that the loule is pꝛeuent Alt 
with heuenly comfozte:butſothelp that ſoule is ful 
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| herde belted that —— fozte both of god 
eco Bf ofcon ofgo 
de and man / andyetyfitcanpacyently ſuffte this foz 
ful the loue ot our loꝛde it deſeruethe to be confoꝛted ot 
e/x hym. what great myſterpe is it to be mery/ and de- 
but uoute. Whan thou percepueſte the grace of god in 
ea ch loule red to helpe the. That ſoule rydeth full 
ten | plealauntiy whome the grace of oure loꝛde ſuppox- 
hey ¶dethe / and bereth vp. what meruayle is yfthat ſou⸗ 
it to le be nat ouer charged with trybulacpon that is ſup 
hte 7 pozted ofhym that is omnypotente / and ys conuey- 
cõ⸗ ed hy hys infpnyte wyldome we be gladde to haue 
tlo⸗ conſolacion and ſuppoꝛtac ion in all ourlyfe and la 
us bours and ſoʒp to be without them oꝛto foꝛlake our 
ithe | owne ppze appetyte/ and plealure. The holymar⸗ 
ode ty ſeynt Laurens was ſo feruent in the loue ot our 
loꝛde that he gladly fo2ſdke nat alonly the woꝛlde ⁊ 
—.— oued frende and pꝛeſte Sixtus: but 
allo his moꝛtall lyte by paſſion moſte terryble and 
erefull he ouer came the loue of man by the loue of 
his maker ⁊ 
Lolacion x 


al 
ure ot god whan he ol his grace taketh to his mer- 
rthe | cx any of ourkrendes be they neuer ſo dere #ſpecp- 
r. al to vs. Fo: lyke as we come to the woꝛlde by hys 
Ip co will a cõmandementſo we mult depte fro this moz- 
tall lpte x tfpozall cohabitaciõ. It is no lytell ne ſhoꝛ 
*Re bataple a man to ouercome him ſelſe and to oꝛdꝛe 


* - 


HY Parte 
toacqup2e woꝛdly conſolacion o2ſenſyallpieaſurs 
ne bodely delectacions:butratherglad foꝛ the loue 
of god to exerciſe theyʒ ſelfe in harde and payntful F 
labours whan the ſpicituall # deuyne conſolaciõ is 
graũted to fo a tyme repute that ofhis goodnes 
i nat of thy deſerupnge:benat therofioyfulltomo | 
che ne pſume therof vapnly but be therofmeke and 
circũſpecte ⁊timerous ĩ all thy actis/fo: that houre 
chall paſſe ⁊ tẽptacion 3 tribulacionchal come. And 
whan chey come take nat imoderate thought o ſo⸗ 
tow ne in no wiſe diſpeyꝛe nat / but mekely ĩ paciẽt⸗ 
ty abide the deuine cõſolacion:ſoꝛ he ys of po wer to 
graunt to the moꝛe habüdaũce ⁊ cõtynuaũce of (pi: | 
rituall conſolacion ⁊ſwetnes than thou hadeſt befo | 
ꝛe. And merueyle nat of (ache altercacion in thy mi⸗ 
de foꝛthou art nat the firſt that hath had erperiens | 
of chele / foꝛ the holy ſeyntes ꝓphetes / ptiarkes and 
appoſtels haue had like altercacions of minde ſom 


tyme mery by deuyne conſolacionsxſomtymes ꝓ pr 
ued by withdzawige of cõſolacion #belapped with} 


tribulacion ⁊ vexacion. T he ꝓphete Dauiſd (hauig 
P cõſolacious pſence of the deuyne grace) ſaydehe 
chulde neuer be removed therfro ende a a: 
none whan he had experiẽte ol Þ ablẽte ofthis gra 
te he laide to our loꝛde thou haſt — de 
tectable chere of thy pꝛeſente Jam made diſolat 
#troabled betwene thoſe.ii.extremites of iop i try 
bulacion take we no deffce but rather pꝛai we with 
Dauld ſayige Jſhalnatceſſe tocrye to ; foꝛ they? 


Aae eo Pap loz6god:lofinall he 5 
(curid 


, i oth co Sera 


ſeconde. 


2 frutexelfecte of 2— ſapinge 


Our loꝛde hath hardeme ⁊ hath mercy of me /#ys 


made my helper ⁊ aſtet lait. Good loꝛde thou haſt 
| — — haſt belapped me 15 


iope. Jfalmpghty god hath in this wiſe delt with 
— 2 — 


n map taketherof confidence in god: thoughe we 
haue ſomtime feruour ot ſpirite ⁊ ſomtpme lacke of 
deuocion ⁊ ſpirituall cõſolacion / foꝛhis ſpirite ofho 


ly cõſolacion cometh x deꝑteth at his pleaſure as 


holy man Job ſayth. Thou graciouſly viſeteſt him 
in the moꝛo wtyde: and ſhoꝛtipe after warde thou ꝓ⸗ 


uydeſt hym by mater of pacitce. And therfoꝛe wher 


in chall I truſte oꝛ in whomeſhall I haue cofidence 


but in the great mercy of god / ⁊ hope of the heuenly 


helpe. It I myghte haue the aſſiſtence of good de⸗ 
uoute men / the ofholy bokes / and the roiall x 


ble pꝛoceſſe of ſcrypture / alſo incited to deuocion 


; p the meane ofſwete melodyous ſõge.all thoſe thi 
Wes maylytell auaple / whan J am latte to my frail- 
e and pouerte without grace / than there is no bett 


medye but by pacience to rcemoue owre owne wil 
confo:me vs to the wyll of god. Johñ Gerſon the 
wctour of this treateſe ſayth:he neuer had knowe⸗ 
ge of religious perſone but he had at ſomtimeſub 
raccion x demynucion of goſtiy ſwetnes:feruoure 
deuocion. There was neuer religious ſoule ſo il⸗ 
1nined oſs rauiſſhed in Pviſis of out loꝛde but it 
ag by teptaciõ other afoze 02 affwarb. Fo: 


8 he none woꝛthy to haue y hye deuine 2ttplacis 
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but if be they be crerciſed firſte with [ome tribulact- 
on foz the loue god. it is ꝓuyded 2 earrbn 
dome of god tothe electeſoules to haue temptacios 
as aſigne 02 token ol cõſolacion to come. F092 to tho 
ſe that be pꝛouyded pacyently by tribulacions be p 
myled ol out loꝛde heuenly tewarde a cololacon as 
i appereth by the ſftence of the holy goſt ſhewed bi 
p mouthe of the holy euangeliſte Jobfiſeyige who 
ſouet ouercometh tribulacio by pacifce vice #linne 
by reſiſteceſhalbe fed with the frute of Þ tree of Iyfe 
p is with the clere deuine viſion x vnſpekable frui- 
cion of Þ bleſſed godhed. z alſo the deuine zſolacion 
is grauted vnto man fo2tomake hym moꝛe ſtrõge 
toſuffre aduerſite. And anone folo with teptacio liſt 
p mã take any elacion of Þ goltly zſolact6.The de⸗ 
uilſlepithnat neP fleſſhely appetitis be nat yet moꝛ 
fied / x therfoze pparethyſelfeto batell fo p haſt cry 
nemies on euerp ſide he þ neuer ſelith to aſſaile . 
¶ The. x.chaptre of peldige thikes to god fozhys 
Hy ſecheſte thou reſte whan (graces, 

w thouarte oꝛdeined in thys lyfe to labout 
Apple thpſelfe moze to pacience than to 
conſolacyon / oz plcaſure / to the croſſe ofpenaunce 
rather than to temporall iope /⁊ pleaſure. There ys 
none ſo ſecuſer oꝛ woꝛdly: but ifthep might haue cõ 
tinuaunce ofſpirituallcoſolacon they wolde gladly 
accepte yt. Foz theſpyrytuall iopes excede all othct 
woꝛdly cõſolacioos a bodely pleaſures. All wozd!y 
Sbobely pleſurs be tranſetori ⁊ mixte with ſomdele 


of vnclenes. But the ſpitritual pleſurs a deſyres be 
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x pcedynge of vertues ⁊ gra 
ted ol our loꝛde alonipeto pure and clene myndes. 
Butchis tranquyiyte of goltelp coſolacions is ma 
ny tymes ouerflowen by the outragious tẽpeſtis of 
— falſe lyberte of lyuynge a greate cõ⸗ 
fidence in our owneſelfe be two thinges moche cõ⸗ 
trary to heuenlp viſitacion — lozÞ 
ſhewith his goodnes to man grauntinge to hymỹ 
— — man ſhe weth his 
wiſe neclygence / whan he withdꝛawethcodigne 
chanke ne iputeth nat this grace only to ourc lozde 
and therfoze we be nat woꝛthye to haue his mercy- 
full graceto abyde with vs. Grace is tuer graũted 
to the mcke ſoules that euer be rede to pelde thakes 
— fo: his mercyfull bencfaites.and cotrartwt- 
grace is withdzawenfro the vnkynde x the elate 
i deſire nat to haue that conſolacõn bythe 
whiche the compunccion of hert may be minyſſhed 
oʒ remoued / ne that deſire oꝛ loue that withdꝛawy⸗ 
ch cõtẽplacion⁊ inciteth my frayle ſoule to elacyon 
Euerp extellencp is nat holy:ne euery deſyze pure 
ne eneryſwetnes good x holſome. There be diuers 
thyngesfull dere to man / that be nat accepteto god 
we ſhulde accepte gladly the grace wherdy we mat 
be made humble / and tymerous to god / aud moze 
pꝛompte to — che ne appctites / wylles 
—ͤ—n perfytelpe enfourmed wyth the 
x lerned with the rod o lubtracc i 
— a ofgracehathrone quart to aſcribe any tue 
Imitatio criſti. Ft. 


{tſcife poꝛe and naked / peldethou to god that is his 

c to thy ſelfe that is thyne:that is to lay thanke our 

ee 
u 

traccion — There may no ſoule attayethys 


| 


f 


hyghe degree ol grace oz perfeccion ne ſtande theti 
without it grounde it lelfe in humiſptex obedyence | 


Tho that de moſte pꝛecious ⁊ highe in the lighte of 
— moſte vplexiowe in theyꝛ ppzeconlideraci 
on. ⁊ the moe pꝛecious that they be in grace Þ mo- 
re meke they be! full or trouthe of heuenly glow nat 


auidious of woꝛdly vanite. Tho that be roted#p- | 
— — — 
wiſe be obſtynate 02 pꝛoude. Ind tho that aſcribe al | 


goodes that they teceyue to almighty godthey 
ve nat deſirous of thevapne comendacpon of man 
vut they rather deſirethe glozy#comedacionwhy- 


che is of god alone:and they labour that god be ho⸗ 
noured ⁊ loued of all his ſayntes:⁊ they refarre all 
they: laboutg to the ſame ende. Bethou kide 


koꝛ theſmale 
tall dyffozmyteeg and med 
they be medycyns / a meanes to mekeoureſelfe. Jf 


My, jc cn a» = = A: 1 we \ WW eee cc 5 0c=anmm2.coo,ra©T a © & 


C The feconde, 


7 whole wplx putdencethere falletheno lefeftothe 


— — to diuers of hys electe 
peo bodely #golily as me 
anes of eucriaſtpnge who ſoeuer 

to tetayne the grace of god let hymbe diligent i pel 
— receyued 


2 Indcuerappliethyſelfeto wiſdomamekenes lyſt 


leſe f 
fonmedprepraisopſrae tobe without 


— — oule that thou haſte deferued 


ſubtraction therot᷑:⁊ p ute ad burt pzay tozÞ 


N = nat by thy ꝓpꝛe me⸗ 
6 mercyꝭ gtace loſte by ſinne 


hapeeofheſmalletoumdze of theo 
pepſin 


Heſusthe hevenly bynge hath mary lovers 
yngdome: but there be fe we 


= There be 
ofhysconfolacion:natofhistrybu- 
| many redy to be ok his ta⸗ 

e ⁊ penaunce 


fo: his great meracies: but manp of — ote 
Antatio criſti 4. U. 


Parte : 
to folowe the ſhamex vilete ofhis croſſe. There be 
— — ——.— 
hym as lõge as they recepue ofhympzolperite and 
conſolacion. nd ifhewithd;awe hymeife oz aſe 
aſon fro them by ſhewynge no tokyns of pleaſure | 
oꝛconſolacion they fall ſoone to lamentable coplay- Þ 
nynge x deſperacton. Tho that loue that loꝛde nat 
foꝛ ꝓſperite ne coſolacion ot᷑ mynde aloniy but pꝛin 
cipallp fo: hym ſelfe they bleſſe hym as hertiy ĩtẽp | 
tacion ⁊ tribulaciõ oʒ any other neteſſite as thep do 
in cheyꝛ perfite pꝛoſperite. And if heſhuldegyue to 
them euer in this worde aduerſite: pet they ſhulde 
euer loue and thanke hym. O howe myghty is the 


pute loue of Jeſu nat ꝑmixed with any inoꝛdinaus 
of fauout oꝛ affeccion. Tho that ſeche ot 'goppzpn 2 


cipally by paper oꝛ any othet vᷣtuous pleaſure bo 
dely oz goſtly may be called rather couetouſe mat 
chauntes than liberall louers the realon hereof we 
map perceyue foꝛtho ꝑſons applie they: ſetuite / x 
loue to out loꝛde foꝛhis denefaltes ⁊ they lerue a lo 
— P benefaites afoze god / ⁊ they loue the benefait! 
es in that chey be pꝛofitable to they ſelfe / ⁊ ſo 
u they may ryghtfully be called louers oftheit 
of god. It is full hard to fide any 5 

Cofptritaalt — — 
cions. That ꝑſone ſhulde nat be pfitable 02 deſirer 
only of thoſe that be nerehym:but of Þ fary ertremi 
tes of Þ worde. Ara ꝑlon were ſo vᷣtuoꝰ þ he wold 
leus all che wordes lubſtaunce ⁊ do gret penaunce 

c had all no wlege: and were feruent in deuocyon 


Mm. EMA. 


— 
ww 
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7 pctheſhuldenatatteynethemol errellent #great 


pfeccion in lyuynge to the whiche he map nat apꝛo⸗ 


7 chewithoutalother thyngesfozſakenhe vtterip re 


nounce his owne ſeite x holy fozſake his owne wyll 


= xlyupngexbeinge atlibertexfre frome all pꝛiuate 
= xſcyerall affeccions + deſires.z3 whan thou haſt do- 
= neallthatthouknowe(Mto be done exteme andiuge 


thy ſelfe as thou hadeſt of thy ſelfe no thynge done 


t as the auctour of truthe ourſaupour ſaith:whan 
we haue done that is poſſible ta bedone:yet we be 
-* ofourſeife vnp2ofitableſeruauntes3 nat woꝛthtto 
> berewarded but ofhisgrace.than we beynge poze 
2 ktayle in body ⁊ ſoule voyde of all metitoꝛious 
tue map cũuenientip ſay withthe pphete Dauid Þ 
am diſolate #poze. There is none moze ryche nont 
maoꝛe fre ne at liberte noʒ moꝛe of power than p ſou⸗ 
le that knoweth it ſelfe:⁊ wyl be tedy to fozfake nat 


all wo2ly thynges: but alſo itſelfe xrepute and iuge 
it ſeife moſt vyle of al other.. 
C The.xii is of the ropall ⁊ bictoʒioꝰ way 
Here be many that repute woꝛdes of out 
| ſaupour harde and whan he ſay⸗ 
the we may nat de his d without we dente a 
reyounce our owtie wyll and take the eroſſe and fo- 
towe hym. But it ſhalbe moʒe peynefull and ſdꝛow⸗ 
full withoute compariſon foz to here the woꝛdes of 


mouthe in the extreme and laſt iugement he 
Mall pꝛono wuce the wonder of — 


perpetuall dampua 
(yon ſapinge to the repꝛobate creatures: Go pe 
9 1 


Parte 

— fire that is oꝛdeined fo: 
— Tho chatnow here the woꝛ 
of god and be gladdeto folowe it / than they ſhall 
— — owne parte herynge the 
woꝛdes of dampnacion ofthe repzoued peple whi 
out Lozdeſhallcotne to deme all the wozldeP (yg- 
ne ofthe croſſeſhalbe heut and ſo thoſe that be true 
ſetuauntes ot the loꝛde that was crucified / ⁊ at that 
day h his coniſaunce oz ſigne that is to ſay 
the crolle of penaũte. than mayethey haue fullſure 
- accefſetohymthey:maiſterx Juge. Why fereſte ỹ 
to tate the crolſe of ſhon penaunce wherby ß mail 
comeſuerly to the perpetuall ioyfullkyngdome.in 
Pp btue of the croſſe is helthe lyfe pꝛoteccion 
ae eee 
ength of mynde 5 ioy re is ꝓfita 
ble z exced ent ᷣtue with of holynes of liuige 
There is no helthe of the loule ne hope ol heuen y li 
— Roy — —u— . 
= —— — — — 

ge blyſſe gone befoꝛe the beringe 
3 caſe anne ended 
ke the ctoſſe of tribulacfonſtkenes oꝛ other dilaſcs 
| 9 —————ð —— ar 
ſembledto hym in pacien tiy ſuſferynge peyne tt 
bulacion ⁊ dethe. than thouſhalt be ptener ot his ple 
ſure cõſolacion ⁊ ppetualllyfe ⁊ ioy. Thanbeholde 


what Utue — — 
 -daliceofgeaceby Je chte o be berg, 
loueofouo:de.Therepsnone ther waproron 
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to life and inly peas.but by the wap of thecroſſe of 
penaunce ⁊ llmozcificacon of our rebellio? 
ſenſuall whether ſoeuer thou wylt n en: 
quyze what ſoeuer thou deſiteſt: but thou (halt ne⸗ 
net abo we the vnder the fende a moꝛe excellent xſu- 
te way than by the way of imicaci of the holy cros 
Diſpoſe th lelfe x 02der eucry thynge aſtet th pꝛo 
pꝛe wpllxdeſice / ithou ſhalt fynde thou mult euer 
ſuffreother frelp + by thy wyl oz violently + ageinſt 
thy wyll i ſo thou ſhalt nat auoide the croſſe outher 
ſikenes peynein thy body / ozellis by tribulacyon 
inthy ſoule. Somtymeour loꝛde deleth with p as 
he woldefoxſake the/andſomtyme by his wiſdome 
heſuffre the to be iniured x vexed ol thy neyghbonr 
#lomtyme ofthynownelelfe and there is no reme⸗ 
— — —— — — 
p great philicion toſende a r reme⸗ 
dye to che. Foz he wyll — — 
bulacion that chetby thou mapſt be made moꝛe hu⸗ 
ble i holy conuerte thy ſelfe to gym. There be none 
that percepueth oꝛ inly 02 hertiy tolo weth Þ gloꝛyꝰ 
paſſion ofcrilt as tho that toꝛ his loue oꝛ the pfitof 


theyꝛloules co 
. hath had peyne. This cros 


is euer redy i abideth the in euer pla⸗ 


cextherfozethoumatiſt nat auoydeiti any place. fo: 


ifthou were ſecluded fro all the wozldi.yet thouſhul 


deſt haue experience ofchis croſſe of tribulacion in 


thylelfe Couerte thyſelfe to thoſe aboue pᷣ / oꝛellis to 
thole ben vnder p / and aboute ÿ and loke wythin 
the, Ind in all thole / thou ſhalte fynde the croſte of 


Parte 

temptacpon ad tribulacion / and therfa2e it is expe: 
dyentto the euer to arme thy ſelfe withpacience:yf Þ 
thou e nip peas andthecrowne of perpe: : 
tualltry andiope.Enveuoure thyſelte tobe: F 
re this c e Of trihulacion pacyently / and ic(hall F 
fuſteyne the myghtyly and lede the ta a jopfull eu⸗ 
de 


ſhaltneucr bere the burdẽ of any kli- 


where thou 
de of tribulaciõ o2 tiptacion. I thou bete this ccos 
ageinſt thy wyll/than thou bereft a burden p.moz2 Þ 
thy lelfe / a thertoꝛe in almoche asp mult Þ 


or necellite bere it / applic thy ſelfe that thou pactet: AI 


ly ſuſteyne it. and doute the nat if thou abiecte it: 
put it awap: but thou ſhalt haue another a; pcrau Þ 
ture a moꝛe heuy and greuous to ſuſteyne ſt - 
thou tojauoyde that neuer moztall creature yet mi 
ghte eſcape. What laynt fro the begynnynge of the 
woꝛlde to th yath come to heuen wythoute 


to this woꝛlde: vnto his depa 
ce ot one houre alyenate from 
trybulacion. It was be 


CTheſeconde. 
Pe: | tendetocome to heuen withoute the way of try- 
” bulacion xthecrolle they etre from the ryght waye 
i |. fo:allthewap ofthis moztalllyfe isfullot meſeres 


= pfitethinbtue 
tribpulacions it 


ay 


N 


aut: 


£ 


body is punyſſhed with peyne 

moze ſhaltthe ſouſereceyue of ſpiritualſtrengthe x 
conſolacion. And fomtyme theſoule is fo reconfo2- 

ed in aduerſite and — _ —— — 
vichout them conſyderynge that y it ys ma 
;ofo2mab toonceſaupouce crpſte. nd . — 
pderethe wellthat the moꝛe peyne and tribulacyon 

tmay luffrefo2 his loue the moꝛe acceptable it (bal 

e in hys ſight. Howe may this be that man by pati 

ice ſulfereth and del ireth that nature fleethe / and 
Jateth nat by na vertue in man but by the ſyngulet 

apepnefull croſſeto cha 

tyſe thebodye / and lubdue it to the ſeruyce ot᷑ the 


ſubtylte ofthe fpende 
— of ieſu 


bende u reerefulty:opderthpſeifetoſulfre man 


this miſerable life: 


dy - 

tacions.whanthou comeſt to that 
tribulacion isfwete a plealaunt to the foꝛ p l 

food /thanertemethy — ſtate} 


thatchou halt founde paradiſe inerthe And as log 0 


D 


ond — 
— 

— — 
- 
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13 ¶ The ſeconde. 

1 as it is greuous to the to ſuffrex enfoꝛteth thy thy ſelſe 
to lle tribulacion:ſo 

| Kate 


pekyng 

e: Jſhall ſhewe hym howemanye 

es helhallſuffre fo: my name. Than it thou 
— — — 

no we luff re x (aye manye tymes to thy ſelfe:wolde 
to god J were able(oz tolullcefo2 the name ol my 
e loꝛde Jeſu. Foꝛ therby thouſhuldeſt gyue oc- 
— — — 


tglozptothy leite x exaltacion ot gladnes to þ 
 aungels. All people in maner recomende pacien⸗ 
e: bu — 4 —— thattakeſt 
at labouts *ſ moche fo: che loue of the 
dozlde/ and woꝛdly thinges by greate reaſont hou 
l huideſtebe gladitoſuſfreal fo:theloue ofthe 
wltetruelouer criſte. And euer the moze thoumoz 
e diſcretly thy ſelfe the moze thou begineſt to ly⸗ 
eintheſighteofgod. There is no ꝑſone apt to c6- 
N — wichaotthep ſubraitth) 
lerlutfreaduerefopthloug of lt — 
no thinge moꝛe pfitable foʒ xaccept 
0godtha to be pacient+glad to ſuffre fozthe loue 


, — 


— — in thy 
election thou chuldeſt rather chele aduerſite! than 
aduerſite thou axte made 


4 all his ſeyntes Out merpte ⁊ ꝑfecttonot᷑ ſtate ſta 
deth nat — — pleſaunt + delectable coſolacions 


C The thyꝛde. 

Bleſſed be the eris / thathere the ſtyll (pckynge:o 

ro wnynge ofalmyghty god / and pondereth nat 
diſceytefull callynge 02 pꝛiue mouynge of ᷣ wozlde | 
bleſſed be the eres that teſt nat in the flaterynge / oz 
woꝛdly voyce outwarde flowynge. But rather he- 
ringe trouthe / that ſpeketh #enfozmeth manis (ou- 
le in wardlye. Bleſſed be the iyen that be ſhytt to the 
delectable ſyght of outwarde oꝛ wo:dly thynges a 
that gyue hede deuoutly to goſtely thynges. Bleſ⸗ 
led be they that by grace a by the lyght ot ſoule per- 
cepue the true inly entent of ſcripture:⁊ that ppare 
them daply by exerciſe of ſoule to concepue the cele⸗ 
ſtiall pꝛiuetees.Bleſſed be they that labour beſilye i 
loule to beholde a loue god almyghty X hispleſure 
all thynges 3 foꝛthat àuoyde frome them al woz- 
dly beſines oz deſires that let ſuche deuociõ. O thou 
my ſoule attende ⁊ gyue hede to the pꝛemyſſes and 
ſhyt thy ſenſes 02 ſenſuallpartes:that thou mayſte 
here goſtely what thy loꝛde ſpeketh in the n warde 
inſpiracion.Thelozde ⁊ louer ſaith to the J am the 
helthe x peas a lyfe euerlaſtynge Joyne and knytte 
the luerly to me / ⁊ thou ſhalt fynde reſt and peas of 
conſcience:and after this euerlaſſynge peas a lyſe. 
—.— the loue Ho xtranſetozp DOE thin- 
es:and dilygently ſeche eucrlaſtige thiges. what 
be all tempoꝛall thynges but diſteiuable / and what 
may any creature helpe the it thy loꝛde god that ma 
de the foxſake the / wharfode refuſeſt thou al woꝛdli 
— — — 

ſeruice to almighty god thy redemer 
Imitatiocriltt. 84 


Parte 
maiſt hereafter attayne the eternal felicite i heut. 
¶ The ſeconde chaptre howe treuthe (pekethe in- 
wardly to mannesſoule without noyle. 

Deuoute ſoule after that it hathe herde the 

ſwete inſtyllauntſpekynge of his loꝛde god 
as a man inflamed with loue deliteth moze longer | 
ſpeche with our loꝛde ſapinge withe the P2ophete 
amuel thus / Speke good loꝛde fo2 thy ſeruaũt 

is redy to here the / Jam thy ſeruaunt gyue me vn⸗ 
derſtandynge to knowe thy comaundmetes x(ay- 
inges. Bowe z make my hert ⁊ ſoule to felex folow | 
thy woꝛdes a inſtyll in to my ſoule thy holy techige 
t woꝛdes as the dewe dꝛoppethe vpon the gralle ] 
ſay nat as the chyldꝛen of 2 —— 
Speke thou to vsx we ſhall here the gladly: let nat 
out loꝛde ſpeke to vs lyſte we dye foꝛ dꝛede. So be 
it nat with me good loꝛde. But rather J belech the 
humbly x deſirouſly with the pꝛophete Samuel ß 
thou voucheſaue to ſpeke to me thy ſelfe Jſhall he: © 


re the. Let nother Moiſes ne none other pphet but 
thou good loꝛde the in warde inſpirour of al pphe: © 


tes ſpetze to me iin me Foꝛthou only without them 
maiſt pfitly teche me. They withoute thy goodnes 
can nat pꝛofyte me. They may well ꝓfer ⁊ btter th! 


woꝛdes:but they can nat gyue the ſpirite of vnder⸗ 


ſtandynge they pfer fayze woꝛdes:but if thou wo:- 
ke nat with them they make none ardour in warde 
they ſhewe fayꝛe letters ⁊ wꝛittiges:but thou alone 
openeſt they: ſenſe: they pꝛofer great miſteries:but 
thou alone openeſt the clere vnderſtandige of them 


¶ Che thyꝛde 

heut. {They ſhewe thy cõmaundementes to be fulfplled: 
che in⸗ but thou alon helpeſt vs by thy grace to perfourme 
them. They ſhewe vs the way that weſhulde wal⸗ 

be ĩ: but thou alone doeſt cõtoꝛt vs to gotheri They 
wonke only withoutfoꝛth:dut thou only illumpneſt 
withinfoꝛth. They onlye water outwardely / but ỹ 
gyvueſt vs the frute ot grace ⁊ good wozkes.They 
ttie ⁊ ſpeke to ys in outwarde woꝛdes / but ỹ giueſt 
vnderſtandinge ot that we here wherfoze { beſcch 
the / that J map here the ſpeke to me / a nat mopſes 
beit I die a be voyde ol the frute of good lyuynge if 
Abe only outwarly moniſſhed ⁊ nat iflamed iwar- 
dly thatnat thy woꝛde be only herde / a nat fulfplled 
in dede / kno wyn / a nat loued / byleued ⁊ nat kepte / 
t lo be to me dipnacis.ſpeke thou good loꝛde to me 
- chy ſeruaunte ſhalbe redy to here the: foꝛ ÿ haſte 
1 — — life ſhyt inthe Speke to me 

51 — the Þ woꝛdes of 2\olac ion ⁊ cõtfoꝛte to my 

(oule ⁊ to the amendement ofmy lyfe to thy eucrla- 
ſtinge laude ⁊ pꝛayſinge in heuen. 

: ©: CThe.iii. chaptrehowe the woꝛdes of god ſhulde 
be wekelyherde/x howe many ponder them nat in 
thepz conſcience. 
| Vt loꝛdeſpketh to his deuoute ſeruaunt ſa(- 

pnge thous / My (one gyue hede to my woz- 

deathep be ful [weteHcelligeatwiſdome2ciinige 

of philoſophers a wiſe men of this woꝛlde. Mi woꝛ 

des be ſpůal x goſtiy lyte / nat paſſible in mannes 

— —ͤ—ͤ— in pence 

nec cens / de p ce 
. Imitatio criſti. G. i. 


and peas ofſoule and to betaken with al humilyte 
x deſire of the ſoule . The deuoute ſeruaunt of god 
anſwereth his loꝛde godthus ſayinge to hym Blel⸗ 
ſed is that man that thou doeſt enfourme and teche 
good loꝛde to vnderſtande thy lawes + comaunde- | 
mentis vᷣ thou maiſt ſoſpate hym in the day ofthy | 
wꝛathe fro thy indignacion p he be nat loſte wpth- 
outcõfoꝛte in the lande of dampnacion. Oure loꝛde 
laythe agayne. J haue taught pphetes with other 
fro the begynnigeofthe woꝛlde hytherto:and pet! 
ceſſe nat to enfoꝛme men / but many there be that be 
harde ⁊ dekete to here my woꝛdes. Many here mo⸗ 
re gladly the woꝛdly ſpekynge / than godly o2 goſt⸗ 
ly ſpekynge. Many folo w gladly they: fleſſhelp ap 
petites of theyꝛ body / than the pleaſure oꝛ comaud 
ment ot god. The worde pmitteth ſomtyme gy: © 
ueth vs tempoꝛall thynges a lytell of valure foz the 
whyche we ſerue it with greate deſite. But god al⸗ 
myghty ꝓmytteth x gyueth vs hye thynges d eter: | 
nal a yet men be dulle ⁊ lowe to his ſeruice and to at 
tayne ſuche rewardes as he ꝓmytteth. Who ſoſet⸗ 
ueth ⁊ obeyeth god almyghty in obſeruynge his cõ 
maundmentis:ag it is obeped to woꝛdly pzinces: i 
mayſters- Al none / foꝛ a lytell fee oʒ pꝛebende 
—— — yer ers 

ſuche woꝛdly loꝛdes #fo2 Þ etnal lyfe ſkarſly we 
map any labour oꝛ any hardnesſuffre. So avyle 
p:iceisbeſily ſought :x anercellent rewarde is put 
vnd. Foꝛ a peny to be 02 won we wyl lightly 
put out body ⁊ ſoule i ſeoꝑdy x aufturex fo2 a vaine 


he thyꝛde 
© thynge mee en pm e we gyue okt ourſelfe day 
| andn 


tygacyon / but alas foꝛ god al⸗ 
r of 
wyſe people/fo2 the vnſpectable à ieſtymable 
f Jop in heuẽ / oꝛ foꝛ the hye honour ⁊ gloꝛy intermy⸗ 
nable foꝛ to be had in rewarde in heuẽ we dyldeyne 
- be ſlowe to ſuffer a lytell fatygaciõ / Be thou aſha 
med laych our loꝛde god to ſlowe foſke + repzeuyth 
them with theyꝛ ſeruyte that woꝛldly fotze be foüde 
monꝛe dylygẽt to theyꝛ ꝑdyciõ / tha be to euerlaſtyng 
lyft / they top moꝛe in banyte than other in trothe oꝛ 
ſtedfaſt n be ofte fruſtrate of that 
that they truſte vpon/butthe pꝛomyſe of out Lo2de 
— 2 — he is true ⁊ faythfull alt 
woꝛdes x beheſtys to ſuche folke ſpecyallye that 


: | ſeruehymvntotheyzende/Jamſaythhetherewar 


der or all good folke and Þ pzouer+helper of all de⸗ 


uoute men / wꝛyte my woꝛdes ſayth he in thy herte a 
: © thynkevpon them / they ſhall be to the right neceſſa 


ty intymc of dulacyon/Thoulhalt eee 
tỹ redyſt 


me ot my vyſptacyon 


befkoꝛe t vnderſtade nat / — SIE 
orlowenpſcrununtsentyomaner Beth 
toſaye by pꝛobatyon and cõlolacyon I pꝛoue 
of — tort 


Parte. 
Hou good loꝛde arte all goodnes / I am nat 
woꝛthy to ſpeke to the thy excellence is ſuche 

J am thy mooſt pooze ſeruaũt ⁊ mooſt abiecte woꝛ 

me mooſt pooꝛe ⁊ cõtemptyble ot all other foꝛ Jam 

very noughte / nothynge hauynge ne nothynge of 
valoure / thou alone good loꝛde arte god ryghtwyſe 
and holy thou arte almyghty / chou geueſt all thyng 
thou fultylleſt all thvnges / leuynge all onely the ſyn 
full voyde of grace / haue mynde good Loꝛde of thy 
merytes ⁊ fulfpll my hert with thy fo2 thy woꝛ 
kynge is neuer voyde / howe may J lyue withoute 
great — 2perplytpte in this wꝛetchyd lyfe 
but itchy grace x mercy cõfoꝛte me / wherefoze be 
ſeche p that thou turne nat thy gracious face othel/ 
pe from me / tary nat thy vyſytacio from me u dꝛaw 
nat thy ſwete conſolaciõ fro me / that nat my ſoule be 
aryfyed+be made as dꝛye erthe withoute the moy⸗ 
ſtoure of grace / good loꝛde teche me to knowe xful! © 

fyll thy wyll me to lyue humbly and wozthely F 

in thy pleaſure fo: thou arte all wyſdom i the which 

thou knewe me befoze the woꝛlde was and befoze J 

was bzought into this lyfe by naturall byꝛthe. 

C The. v. chapter how we to beleue truthe ⁊ 

On ſayth our loꝛde ( hütlite befoze god here. 

| walke befoze me alway itruth#ſymplicite of 

⁊ alldoublenes auoyde from the in ſuche wy⸗ 

ſe do alway ſeke me / Hethat walketh befoꝛe me and 
alwey in trouth / halbe ſafe from all perellys / x Ico 
berdyes / z trouthſhall delyuer hym fro deceyucurs 

t from the detraccpon of yll men / Ind if trouthe des 


p 
* 


„9 


deg ok men in this woꝛlde ꝛſhall nat ſet by them Jt 


SY 
3 


is true ſayth a deuout ſoule to god that thou ſay 


be it done after thy ſaynge / thy trouthe teche me / ke 


pe me ⁊ bꝛynge me to ſaluacvõ ⁊ good endex dely⸗ 
ter me frõ all eupll affeccyõ / frõ all inoꝛdynate loue 
ſo p I may walke with ÿ good loꝛde in lyberte a fre 
dome of hert / Truth ſayth agayne to ſuch a ſoule N 
hall teche the thynges that be rightwyſe ⁊ plelaũte 
befoꝛe mt / Nemẽber thy ſynnes paſt with great dyſ 


pleaſure and heuynes and repute the nat any thyng 
bl valoure foꝛ any good dede that thou haſte done / 


© Thynkeverely thou arte a ſynner bywꝛapped and 


boude l many paſſyons ⁊ ſymes thynke v of thyne 
owne ſelle thou arte nought r ſoone turneſt to that 
that nought is h̊ art ſoone ouercome ſynne / p art 
* ſoonetroblcd x oſte bzoken w paſſyõs ofſynỹ 


F — — mayſt magnyfy thy 
+ ſelfeof/but many thynges thou haſt /wherfoze thou 
© oughteſt to vylypẽde the / ſoꝛ thou art mozefeble thi 
thou kno weſt thy ſelfe / Therefoꝛe let nothynge that 
thou doſte ſeme to the great or pꝛyce / of all thyng þ 
thou doeſt eſteme nothynge pcious 02 tn valour oꝛĩ 

#laudable/but that thynge þ is eternall 


reputacyd 3 
(op the euerlaſtynge trouth be pleaſaũt to pᷣ befoꝛe 
any thige ellys / a p allvylyte oꝛ ſyfic thyne 
owneſyune#foulenes dyſpleaſe þ ſo p nothyng be 
_— odyous/as —— * — — 
ought to difpleaſe the moꝛe damage oꝛ 

of any other woꝛldlye thynge / Some there be that 


Parte, 

walke nat clerey befoze me / but they be led by pꝛyde 
⁊ turyoſyte to ſerche ⁊ knowe my ſecretys ⁊ the hye 
thyng] of my godhede / a ſo they be neclygent about 
themlelfe to know theyꝛ ſynneg a goſtly helthe / luch 
— 1 A. nor ſyn 
neg left to the ſelfe foꝛtheyꝛ pꝛyde ⁊ cuttolite þ they 
folowe / dꝛede thou therfoze the iugemetes of God x 
the ipoztable wꝛath of god almyghty / Dylcuſſe nat 
neenſerche themeruaptons werkesofgod but ſy x 
der thou well thy ſynnes x wyckednes how ofte# in | 
how many great thynges thou haſt offedyd x trei /- 
paſſyd ayenſt god / a how many good thynges thou 
haſt left vndone of recheleſnes / lome folke ther be ß 
bere they2 deuocyon all in bokes / ſome in Jmages 
and ſome in outwardetokeng a fygures / ſome 0 
be that bere me in mouthe oftenampnge me in wo? 
— — — 

—— oe oz teaſon clerely ilumyned w 


the l — — pour F 
— at alway aſpyzeto eter | 
greuouſſy b a we 


what thelpyꝛpte oftrouthe —— 
ben d ena pm 
would thynges andeoveſpxeeerheuenanveee 


The. vi.chapyter ofthe matueylotis 
—— e 


ö Che thyꝛde 
. „ —ů — 
; lozde (elu criſte I loue the ⁊᷑ bleſſe the fo: thou 
© haſtvoucheſaueto remembꝛe ⁊ beholde me louige⸗ 
= ly with thy gracious conſolacion. O thou faderof 
- mercy #god ofconſolacion I thanke the that thou 
- cofoztelt me vnwozthy to haue anye conſolacion. J 
dleſſe ⁊ pꝛayſe the alwey with thy only begott ſone 
= #Þholy goſte whithout ende. whan thou good loz⸗ 
de my louer as thou arte of al man kynde ſhal come 
into my herte all my in warde ꝑtes ſhall ioye. Thou 
aͤrt my ioy / thou att my hope / ⁊ tefuge ĩ the tyme of 
my tribulacion but fozaſmoche as Jam iperfite of 
p tue ⁊ leble inloue.Therfoze I haue nede to be cõ⸗ 
koꝛted v helped of the. Wherfoꝛe J beſeche thy ende⸗ 
les goodnes to vyſete me oftymes / and iſtructe me 
with thy holy diſciplenes and techynges. Delyuer 
me from paſſions / ⁊ hele my herte fro all inoꝛdinat 
deſires x affeccyons. Se that I inwardely be pur⸗ 
Jed xeleuatefrome woꝛdly affeccions and may be 
made apte / and able to loue the good loꝛde (piritu- 
ally:ſtronge in pacience to ſuffrefoꝛ the / and ſtable 
by pſeueraunce in goodnes. Loue is a greatthinge 
x an excellent vertue / that maketh euetye greuous 
t harde thynge light / lwete / impoꝛtyble thige eaſye 
to bere and bitter (wete ⁊ ſa The 
loue of ieſu perfyghtly — in mannes ſoule 
a man to do great thynges and exoꝛtethe 
hym therafter alweye to deſire moꝛe and moꝛe per⸗ 
tight thynges. Gooſtly loue deſyꝛeth euer to aſcen⸗ 


de to heuenly goodes vilypendeth al erthly thiges 


Parte 

his neceſſaries 2 loue coueteth 
to be fte and alyenate frome all woꝛdly occupacios 
lyſte that his in warde ſyghte ofſoule be derked / oz 
letted: ne his alfeccion to goſtely and heuen pe thi- 
ges be letted frome his liberte by woꝛdly thynges: 
Nothynge is moꝛe ſwete than is loue / no thige ys 
moꝛe ſtronge than loue: no thynge hygher larger 
merpet / fuller / ne better in heuen / oz erthe. Foz loue 
cometh ot god: ne it may nat reſte fynally i any cte⸗ 
ature lower than god / It maketh a man rene we / 
lope. It maketh a man fre in hys ſoule wpthout a⸗ 
my tetaininge ofſynne. It maketh a mã ſet noughe 
by woꝛdly goodes: but to departe with all that he 
hath to relyue the indignes / and myſerye ok other 
folke.Ylſo it maketh a man content with that lytell Þ 
that god ſendeth hym:ã nought td deſire that ptei- 
neth to other: oz he reſteth aboue all thynge erthely F 
in one perfite goodnes:that is to ſay / i god almigh⸗ 
tpꝛoft whome all other goodnes flo weth a ꝓcedeth 
a perſone beholdeth not only the gyftes ß 

be gyuento hym: but he attendeth aboue althinges 
with loue and dꝛede vnto god the giuer. Loue kno 
weth no meaſure:but it incendethe the louer out of 
mealute. L oue makethe man to fele no hardnes ne 
other burden layde vpon hym.and it maketh ami 
nat repute any labour that is impute to hym it ma⸗ 
keth any man to deſireoucrhis power / and might 
It complaynethe nat of impotencye any tyme: . 
it makethe a man to thynke alle thynhes poſſpble 
to hym and leull Loue therfoze dothe and may do 


CT The chyꝛde. 
eat thynges: where the louer lieth nat nozdefap- 
nat. It maketh a man gladly to wake whan he 
is dulle and dilpoſed to ſlepe / Whan a man is wery 
tt maketh hym nat to accompte it. Whan a man ps 
= artedoztroubled / it chaſſethe aweye all trouble x 
feere in warde. Foꝛ as a quycke bꝛonde oz flame of 
ye if it be moued:oʒ blo wen it flamethe vpwarde 
ſoa goſtely louet in troubles is lyfte vp by feruour 
ok loue to god. and ſo by the helpe ol god almighty 
he ouerpalſethe all ſuche peynes and trpbulacions 
He that is a goltely louer knoweth that the ardent 
del pꝛe of mannes ſoule is a greate crye in the ere of 
almegyte god / the whiche crye layth inwardly to 
ghty god. Thou good loꝛde art my loue thou 
art al my — am thy creature / —— 
herte in thy louethat map lerne to taſte by the in⸗ 
warde mouche of my loule howe l wete thou arte in 
loue / and what is to man to be lyquyfped and mol⸗ 
ten in loue oz to ſwymme therin. J am olden / and 
bounde in loue lo that J go aboue my ſelfe foʒ gre- 
— 2 — 
de that Imap ſynge the ſonge — 
my louer byvertuous lyuinge euer to aſcende to 
in perkitnes oflyuige/ſo that my ſoule may be ſtrẽg 
ä — — loue of 
thy goodnes. I beſyke the alwey that J maye loue 
the moze than my ſelfe x that I mape euer loue mp 
Sieraden ee e eee 
ok loue that thou comaded moniſſheth loue is ſwil⸗ 
te / dere / pyteous ./ merp / and iocounde itis ſtronge 


Parte 
pacient / wyſe / feithfull / longe abydynge / manlye z 
neuer hyd but alwey redy. Whereſd a mau ſekethe 
hymlelte / there he falleth fro loue / foz loue is circum 
ſpecte very meke t religious nat ſyght ne gyuinge 
hede to vayne thynges. Uery loue is ſobꝛe / chaſte] 
ſtable / quyet / and kept in his bondes. Allo loue ma: 
keth a man lubiecte and obedient to hys pꝛelate. Tt 
maketh a man ferme / and ſtable in vertuous life 4 
to ſeme vyle and deſpecte oꝛ vnwoꝛthy in his owne 
ſight. Ao it maketh a man deuoute to god Xkinde 
x al way to beleue ⁊ truſt in him though he haue nat 
ſouche lauoute 02 appꝛoximacion to hys goodnes 
that perfighte folke haue. Foꝛ noman here lpupnge 
mape in loue withoute langour x heuynee. He that 
is nat alwey redy to luffte ⁊ to applie hymſeife top 
wil of god almyghty his louet / he is nat wozthy to 
be called alouer/fo2 it perteynethe to aloyer to (uf- 
fre gladly al hard a bitter thiges foz his louer x nat 
to decline fro hym foz any cotrarious thinge. 
C The.viii.chaptre howe a true louet is pꝛoued. 
E thatleueth oꝛ foxſaketh the loue ozthe ver: 
. Ftuethathehath begonne with foz a lytell ad- 
uerſyte oz trouble/o2 that in luche tyme ſeketh light 
ty woꝛdly conſolacion / he is nat pꝛudent neſtronge 
touer: foꝛ a ſtronge louer ſtandeth ſtablp in tẽpta 
cion / à hegyueth nat hede ne plate tothe deceytfull 
pſuaſions of the enempe he is nat bzoken by ipacy- 
ence / by aduerſitees ne Mluded o2 diſcepued by pꝛo⸗ 
(pero? thinges. A wyſe a a pʒudent louer ponderitt 
nat the gyſte that is qyuen: lo moche as the laue df 


CThethye 
the gyuer He concepueth rather the loue of the gy- 
uer than the gyft that is gyuen #pzepondereththe 
gyuer befoze all thynges gyuen: A noble ĩ vera lo 
uer teſteth nat in the gift that god almighty giueth 
but in god that is the gyuer of all goodes: that maͤ 
(5 nat all diſoꝛdꝛed thatſomtymelelTe cocetueth oꝛ 
pondereth god almyghty 02 his ſayntis thã he wol 
de do Foꝛ that good ⁊ lwete deſire that a man ſom⸗ 
tyme pcepucthin his ſoule is the effecte orgrace gy⸗ 
uen ta man in this pꝛelent lyfe x a taſte ⁊ fauour of 
heuenly glozp:tothe whiche we may nat reſt ouer⸗ 
moche by coftdence oꝛ truſt of ſoule:foꝛ it goethe / x 
cöeth mouable / x is natpmanent A man to fight oꝛ 
ſtriue agaift the euyll mociõs of his ſoule ⁊ to ouer- 
come the luggeſtions ofthe deupll is atoken of ver 
tue ot great merite. See therfoze what ſdeuer 
art that no ſtronge fantaſies of any matter trouble 
the. Repe ſtilfthy purpoſe a right intencion ofſoule 
to god ⁊ thou ſhalt nat fall. T hinke nat that it is il 

nthatthou art ſomtyme rauiſſhed in extaly oꝛ 
exceſſe of mynde x ſo reto:ned again to cuſtomable 
lightnes of hert. Foz thou ſuffereſt rather ſuch dil⸗ 
tens againſt thy wyll than wylfully. Js loge as ſu 
che cotrarious diſozdzed oꝛ vaine thoughtes diſple 
te pa thou ſtriueſte againſt them whan they tiſe iP 
it is to thy merite ⁊ no loſſe oꝛ hinderaũce. J knowe 
— ey meer tw louer that the olddenemie 
to mũ doth al wey his po wer to let thy wplx delyre 
— — bound 

a | 
Imitatio criſti, D.t 


tohonour me with z my ſaintes z fro the meditacy- 
on oꝛ remembꝛaũce of my paſſion fro the remembe 
raunce of ſynnes with bitterneſſe of ſoule fro the p⸗ 
ſeruacion of thy herte fro euyll:⁊ from wyll to pfite 
i goodnes a vᷣtue. Many vdell a euyll thaughtis he 
ſuggeſteth to mũnis ſoule:to make hym both lothe 
X wery with pꝛayer ⁊ other vᷣtuous exerciſes lowe 
cofeſſyon diſpleſeth hym greatly / à iH he map he wil 
leta man ot bis comunion. Set nat by hym ne bele 
ue hym nat: foz he leythe befoꝛe the many lnares of 
diſcepte.Whan heſheweth to thy ſoule euyll thiges 
oꝛ vnclene Diſpiteouſſy ſay to hym go fro me thou 
foule wycked ſpirite. Thowe wozkes that bzingilt 
luche foule thinges to entyſe me. Be thou aſhamed 
fo: thou arte foule ofthy elfe: go fro me thou falle 
dilceyuer of mankynde / thou ſhalt haue no parte in 
me. Foʒ my ſauyour ieſu (hall ſtande with me imy | 
defence as a ſtroge warriour to thy cõfuſion J had 
leuer dye ⁊ luffte almaner peyne than to cõſent top 
Holde peas ⁊ ceſe of thy tfptacions: Þ wyl no moe 
here ne gyue hede to the thoughe thou vexe mene © 
uer ſo moche: Foz almighty god is my helper who: © 
me I dꝛede. He is the defender of my lyfe vpõ who: © 
me I truſte.pe if the of caſtels withſtand 
me A chall nat dꝛede: oꝛ dur loꝛde is my helper/x 
redemer.Fight x ſtriue ſte ſuche intiſemẽtes 
as a good knight:if thou ſomtyme be ouercome by 
thy feblenes ozfrailte:take th moꝛe cõfoꝛt x ſtrẽg⸗ 
the ofſoule than Þ diveſt befoꝛe:truſtige therby to 
baucthcemorelargegrace x#cofozt of god x beware 


; C Thethyzde. 
the ater ol pꝛyde a vaine glozy fo2 therby be many 
led into erroneous wapes * fall ito vncurable blid⸗ 
nes of ſoule. So þ thou therfoʒe beware humble 
the ageynſt the pꝛeſüpcion ot ſuche ꝑlones. 

¶ The. viii.chaptre how grace is to be hyd vndex 
thepalle ofhumpylyte. | 
Dune ſayth the wiſeman/ it is moꝛe (ure / 
yfitableto the to hyde the grace of deuocion 
- gyuentothe:thantoſhewe it out wozdly.Yuaunce 
nat the of it / ne ſpeke nat of ſuche grace to other noꝛ 
magnifie thy ſelfe therby : but thou ſhuldeſt rather 
diſpiſe thy ſelfe and dꝛede lyſt thou be vuwozthy to 
haue it ozone by thy neclygence to leſe it. Ma ſhul- 
de nat cleue oꝛ truſt to moche to (uchealfeccio whi⸗ 
che may ſone betozned to the catrarie.Colider wel 
whan thou haſt ſuche grace howe wꝛetched a nedy 
thou were befoze thou hadeſt grace / noꝛ the pzofyte 
dz encreaſe ofſpũal lyfe is nat only whan thou haſt 


$ | {hec6ſolacionofgrace:but whan thou wich gump⸗ 


lyteſuffereſt the lubtraccion of theſame: ſo p thou 
leue nat thy pꝛayer ne other good dedes: but wyth 
dll thy vnderſtandynge a dylygẽce do thy beſt wha 
thou feleſt ſuche ſubtraccion oz dulnes in the to re⸗ 
dcouer the conſolacion of grace. Man there be that 
be very dulle a ipacient whan aduerſpte fallethe to 
them the way a lyfe of foꝛtune ot man is nat euer in 
his po wer ã eleccion but of the goodnes of god ys 
al that we haue: the whiche doth confozte whan we 
wyllã almoche as he wyll / and whom he wil as his 
pleſure isx no moze.ſompſons haue diſtroyed ths 
Imitatio criſky, H.li. 


| Parte 
felfe by ind iſcrete deſireofgraceofdetiocis fo2 they 
haue dilozdzed they2\trengthe ol ſoule ouet moche 
nat ponderinge theyꝛ exyle a poze lymptes of reſon 
but ratherfolowed the deſire of herte / therfoꝛe fo; 
aſmoche as they pzeſutnedhigher thinges thi god 
des pleaſure was that they ſhulde attayne to ther⸗ 
fozethey loſt thep2 grace befoꝛe had Ando they be 
made x lefte nedy #vyle that pꝛeſumed to entze the 
ſecretes of heuen / p they may lerne nat to pꝛeſume 
vpon them ſelfe: but alweye with true humplyte to 
truſt to god almyghty. Suche plonesas be begin: 
ners a be nat pet ꝑtite in Þ way of bᷣtue ⁊ in our loꝛ 
de god / may lightly errex be deceyued but if they fo 
lowe the counſell ot diſcreſcion: o2 diſcrete perſones 
Suche pſones as lene to theyꝛ owne wytt x ſo fo⸗ 
lowe it: refuſe the diſcrete wayes of ſuche as haue 
longe exerſiſed the wayes of vertue. fall into greate 
icouenientis fynally. Such pſons as be wile i their 
ownelight wyl ſeldome be ruled humbly by other, 
Better it is to a man to haue lytell wildome oꝛ cun⸗ 
nynge with humylyte than to haue great cünynge 
with pꝛyd oꝛ vaine glozy. Better it is to the to haue 
lytell than to haue moche wich pꝛyde ⁊ dãpnacpon: 
Delyueth nat diſcretly that gyueth hym al to light 
nes a vayne gladnes foꝛgetynge hym ſelfe ꝛ ÿ dꝛed 
of god:nat dꝛedynge to leſe grace. Alſo he is nat wi 
le ne vertuous / that in tyme of aduerſyte : oz othet 
hardnes diſpayzeth x truſteth nat ſtidfaſtly in god 
He that in tyme ofpeaſe wyll lyue toſpkeripe with- 
oute dꝛede of all patyles / he ſhalbe founde to dꝛed⸗ 


— (Thethyde 

full and vnredy in tyme of batayle / ⁊ man wolde als 
way abyde humble ⁊ lytell in his owne ſyght r dy 
gttiy awayte on hym ſelfe he ſhuld nat ſo ſoone fa 
do ſynne æ offence of god / good a holſom coũceyll is 
a man after that he hath 2ceptucd the ſpyꝛyt of deuo 
dtiõ and chatyte to thynke howe ſhulde he do what 
ſhulde falle to hym in the abſens of ſuche deuocyon 
* whanſuchacaſehappeth let a man gader that ſuch 
grace and lyght may returne agayne to hym by the 
honour ot god whiche withdꝛe we fro his coſolacyo 
a ſeaſon toſhew his power ⁊ foꝛ mannes welt / it is 
moꝛe pꝛokytable to man ſomtyme to be lette to hym 
ſelfe and to lacke ſuche grace ⁊ cõfoꝛte / than alwaye 
to haueluch pꝛoſperous thynges at his wyll / Fo2 3 
man is nat reputed to be of moze meryte oꝛ vertu in 
the ſyght ol god / if he haue many hyſyons oꝛ conſo⸗ 
lacions hym / oꝛ ithe haue clere vnderſtãdyng 
okſcrypture / oꝛ if he be auaũſed by great ⁊ hye pmo 
cyon / but than he is of great meryte æ greatiy in the 
- fauoureofgodalmpghty ifhe be perfyteimekenes 
: Ffylled with charyte alway ſekynge the honoureof 
I 1 pnge ofhym 
elfe as wellithe(pghte of other men as in his owne 
| — mn pltacrd thi to be honoured. 
¶¶ The.ix.chapter how a mã ſhuld nat repute hym 
ſelte of any valour but vylypende hym. 
Dod lone Ilpeze to che of my pzeſſipeis nat 
wichſtãdynge that J am but puluer + aſſhes 
- —— — ap woꝛdes a 
Amitatio criſti. H. iii. 


vylypendex deſpyſe my ſelfe nat repute me 
any thynge woꝛthe as trouth apereth in me tha the 
— — god ſhalbe to me — 22 
ſyght nere me and my humylyacyon e 
chalbe turned after this lyfe into euerlaſtynge exal⸗ 
tacyon and auauncement / There good loꝛde thou 
Chaltſhewe me to my ſelfe Sely what Jam what J 
was and wherof Þ came/Fo2 I was#amnoyghte 
and know it nat it J belefteto my ſelfe without thy 
helpe good loꝛde / thů J know my ſelfe to be nought 
and full of infyꝛmyte / and if thou good loꝛde wylte 
beholde me with thy grace and conſolacyõ anon J 
ſhalbe made ſtronge ⁊ be fulfyllyd with aneweJoy 
t great marueyle it is p J a w2etche that alwapye of 
my ſelfe fall downewarde z may nat ryſe agayne x 
by thy grace ſo ſodaynly arayſed agayne and ſo be 
nygneip lyfte vp and halſed ofthe / This is thy cha 
ryteX grace which p̃uenteth ⁊ helpeth me ĩ many ne 
ceſſytes x kepeth me buſply from greuous peryls : 
many euyllys / loſt my ſelfe by inoꝛdynate loue of 
my ſelfe ⁊ in ſekynge the agayne ⁊ in louynge the a 
gayne I haue bothe founde the ⁊ me / and of thy cle 
ne p ⁊ depe loue Jam lyquyfyed #knowe 
verely my ſelfe nought/Fo2 thou ſwete loꝛde doeſt 
to me ouer my meryti + ouer all that I coulde hope 
to haue ofthe / bleſſed be thou good loꝛde foꝛ though 
Abe vnwoꝛthy to any goodes / yet thy ifynyte good 
ness ceſſeth neuer ot well ve to ſuche perſons 
as be vnkynge and farre fro the / makevs to be holy 


—————— 
w 


The thyꝛde 
tonuerted to the good —— be kynde / 
humble / meke / and deuout to the / foꝛ thou alone art 
dur helthe / vertu and ſtrengthe. 
¶ Che. r. chapter / all that we haue oꝛ do is to be te⸗ 
ferred to god / as to the ende of euery thynge. 
One layth dur loꝛde to vs Jought to be 
laſt ⁊ ſouerayn ende / if thou 2 
(yd/and by this intencyon ſhalbe purged thyn affec 
cion that is ofte tymes euyll bowed downeto it ſelfe 
Ito otherccreatutes/if thouſekethy ſelfe any tchyn⸗ 
ae thy ſelfe + wareſt dꝛye where 
= don bayonet 
ſcõſyder all thing? as wellyng + (p2i 
— e hyeſt a mooſt ſouerayne god x ther 
they to be reduced to me as to they ozygynall 
e o me lytell x great / poꝛe ⁊ ryche dꝛaw 
quycke water as of the well or lyfe a who ſeruith me 
wellynglyeſhal recepue grace foꝛ But who 
that hach gloꝛy without me / oꝛ hath delectacyon in 
any pꝛyuate good / ſhall neuer be ſtablyſſhid in very 
Joy ne delytẽ d in hert / but ſhalbe lette in many may 
ner of wyſe ⁊ anguyſſhed wherfoꝛe thou oughtiſt to 
aſcryue to thy ſelfe no iuanet of good / Thou chulde 
nat cõmende noꝛ moze repute thy ſelfe fo2 any good 
nes that thou haſt / who euer thou be but — 
goodnes that thou haſt to god almyghty withoute 
whome we haue nochynge —.— god of his goodenes nes ga 
uevs bhat vehauezther he requyzeth the (a- 
metobecanſyderedof'vs withthankestobegyuen 
agayne vnto hym / This is the very way to erchew 


Parte. 
from vs the ſynne of vayngloꝛpe / if ſo be that trewe 
charyte and heuenly grace enter into man / no enuy 
ne dyldayne of any perſon / noꝛ payuate of mannes 
ſelfe ſhall haue place ĩ hym / Foꝛ grace and very cha 
ryte ouercometh all ſuche vyces and it dylateth + en 
flameth mannes ſoule to god#to out neyghbour it 
we perceyue and vnderſtade well we ſhuld only ioy 
t hope in our loꝛde god and in no wyſe in our ſelle / 
fo: no mats good ofhym ſelfe but god alone which 
is to be loued and bleſſyd ouer all. 
¶ The. xi.chapter how it is full ſwete to ſerue god 
to hym that fozſaketh the woꝛlde truly. 
2 FE loꝛde Flha!l repete mp ſpeche to 
the and nat ceſſe/Jſhallſpeke inthe erys of 

my loꝛde god and kynge that is in heut / how great 
is the multytude of thy wetnes whiche thou haſte 
hyd and hydeſt loꝛde foꝛ the tyme from them 
that lyueth here vnder thy dꝛede / and to thy perfyte 
louers and ſeruauntes thou ſheweſt the Fneffablc 
cdõtemplatyueſ wetnes of thy godhede / in this thou 
3 loꝛde haſt ſhewed thy great charyte that whi 

was nat thou madeſt me / and whan J erryd and 
went out of the waye thou bꝛoughteſt me agayn co 
— — — OO — 
perpetuall loue what ay howemay 
koꝛgette the/whiche ſo doſte remember 
me/and where J hate pery oe Loꝛde 
haſt ſhewed thy mercyeto me ouer my hope and re⸗ 
warded me aboue mp meryte / what thankes ſhall] 
ue to the foꝛ this grace gyuen me / It is nat gyut 


¶ Cye chyꝛde 

to all men to foꝛſake the woꝛlde a to take vpon them 
a ſolptaty lyfe / It is no great thynge meto ſetue p 
es loꝛde to whome al thy creatures be bound to 
ja erue ⁊ pleſe. But rather thys is to me a great thig 
en ⁊ meruelous p it pleſeth thy goodnes to teceiue me 
ii to chy ſeruite / ⁊ to ioyne ſo — 


oy amto thy welbeloued ßuau tes. Lo all thynge p 
haue ⁊̊ I map dothe puice of is thyn.⁊ therfoze 
can gyue the nothige but thyn owne / Heuẽ x erthe 
witch theyzcotentes that thou haſt oꝛdepned to hel- 
pe man doeth dayly fulfyl thy comaundment after 
the oꝛdꝛe z foꝛme p thou haſt oꝛdeined them to Allo 
thou haſt oꝛdeyned angels to helpe # confoꝛt man 
But aboue al this thy ſelfe haſt voucheſaue to ſetue 
man ꝓmittynge to gyue the to man. What ſhall Þ 
gyue agayne to the foꝛ thoſe + fo2 a thouſandefolde 
benefaites that thou of thy grace #goodneshalt gi 
uf to.me Gratitme helpe t grace toſerue the good 
lozde al the dayes of my life à at the leſte that Þ may 
one daye ſerue the woꝛthyly. Thou arte woꝛthy to 
haue all ſeruice / allhonout / ⁊ eternall laude ⁊ pꝛap⸗ 
ſige. Thou art my very loꝛde god/ # Jam vnwo2- 
thy and poꝛe ſeruaunt. I amboũde to ſerue 2ᷣ with 
all my ſtrengthes a neuer to be wery of thy ſeruyce 
t pꝛaylynge ſo I deſite ⁊ wolde it ſhulde be. Thou 
good loꝛde fulfyll that J want of my partye. Great 
honoure#glozy is to ſetue the ⁊ to foꝛſake al erthli 
yynges fo: the. They that gladlyex wyllyngly do 
ubmytte thẽ to thy ſeruice ſhall haue greate grace 
nd they chat foſake all wo: dly beſpnes / z do cheſe 


© 
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the harde x(rayte wayefozthy loue : ſhalbe rertel 
— with the ſwete coſolacion ofthe holy goſte ſhal 
hauegreavertrot(ule.Otho T iop⸗ 
ſullſubieccion a ſexuice of god wherby man is ma- 
defrefromſynne#holyinthelightofgod, O thou 
yo x1ye ſtate ot religion whiche maketh a man e⸗ 
8 all to angels / pleaſaunt to a un aug, god X dꝛed⸗ 
to dyuels ⁊ honourable to all feytheful folte.O 
thou leruice woꝛthye alwaye to be deſired a halled 
wherby almighty god is gotten x euerlaſtinge top 
*gladnes gotte. The.xii.chaptre The de 

(ireofherteisto be examined # modered. 
Onne laith our loꝛde to his louet thou muſt 
pet lerne many thynges p thou halt nat pet 
well lerued / j is toſay that thou oꝛder thy deſyꝛe /r 
affeccion alway after my pleaſure ſo that thou lou 
nat thyn owne deſire oꝛ ꝓtite but p thou i al thiges 
a couetous louer x a folower of my wyll thou halle 
many deſirous riſinge mouynge the: but coſider 
well whither art moued in them foz myn honour 
only oꝛ moꝛe fo2 thy owne auaile oꝛ ꝓfite.it I be the 
cauſe ot thy mouinge thou ſhalt be well cotent what 
ſo euer I ſende vnto the. x if any thige be hyd in thy 
Myr — hy 0h — 
anopeth and greueth the outtvardely and 
with koꝛth both / beware therofthatthou lene nat 
to moche to thyne owne deſire / me nat counleled⸗ 
ſame thige that befoze pleaſed the / diſpleſeth the al 
ter warde. Euery thinge that man delireth is nat to 
eee 


= C.Thethy:de 
man lotheth 0: hateth ts to be fled atthe firſte. Jt is 
| expedient (omtymeto vle a bꝛidell reſtrapnynge in 
| goodaffeccionsx 02 other beſinelles x of 
idilcrete behautour folowe the diftraccio oꝛ bzekige 
of mãnis mpnde/ that thou by thy idiſcrecio be nat 
an occaſion o2(klaunderto other. Ao that thou be 
nat ſodaynly troubled oz inquyete by other mẽnes 
teliſtence. It is ſomtyme behofullto a man that he 
ple violẽce ⁊ reſiſt his ſenſual appetite / ⁊ nat to giue 
hede what it del ireth i what nat: but rather ĩdeuoꝛ 
hym that it be ſubiecte by vyolenceto the ſoule.thig 
lenluall appetite is to be lubdued by dilciplene toÞ 
ſoule vnto it be made redy to obeye in allthiges to 
reaſon vnto it haue lerned to be content wich fewe 


thynges ⁊ neceſſarpe without al grutchige ageiſte 


any incouenyentthynge. 

The p.hape ofthe infozmacion of pacience x 
{tcyfe ageynſt ſenſualite. 

LI Oꝛde god ſayth the deuoute ſoule bnto god 


as I fele x vnderſtande pacience is full ne: 
ceſſaty vnto me / foꝛ many cõtrarious chaũces fall ĩ 
this lyfe:ho we ſoeuer J o2dermplelfe foz peaſe to 
be hadde. can nat haue it withoute batayle ne my 
pte can nat be without ſoꝛowe and trouble wherto 
dur lo de ſayth / Sõne thou ſapeſt truely I wil nat 
that thou ſekeſuche peas as wanteth nand 
trowble 02 cotradiccion:but coũte the than to haue 
folide peas / whã p art ererciſed with diuers trow⸗ 
bles/x pued with diuers aduerſitees / ⁊ if thou ſaye 
that thou maiſt nat ſuff te ſuch pepnes. How maiſt 


Harte 

thou ſuffre the fellpepnesofPurgatozp off (i. cuils 
thelelle is alweye to be ſuffered a choſen. wherfoze 
luſtre thou pactently the aduetſitees ⁊ euyls ofthis 
woꝛlde 92 lyfe that thou maiſt auoide the peynes e⸗ 

e folowige hereaſter foꝛſyne. Ttoweſt p 
that wozdly men p be in welthe + woꝛdly beſyneſſe 
ſuffrenoaduerſite thou ſhalte nat fynde one ſuche 
ye if thou pꝛeſent the moſt delycate pſonep Þ canſt 
finde: but thou ſaiſt tome agayn. They haue delec: 
table thinges ⁊ plealureg. then folo we euer they} 
owne wyl!/xtherfozethey ponder nat theyꝛ trow- 
bles: But ho we be it that they haue they? deſire /# 
in ryches /x woꝛdly pleaſutes that they be ſacyatte 
with ho we longe tro weſt thou it ſhall laſt / DSothly 
ſuch folke as abondeth in woꝛdly goodes x pleſurs 
ſhall ſoone fayle ⁊ euanyſſhe as dothe thefmoke of 
fy:e. No temembꝛaunce leſte of thep2 iopes befoꝛe 


Err 


delectactons ⁊ woꝛdly 
ſought ⁊ folowed with great 


be nat percepued / foꝛthe blyndnes of mannes 
ſoule / ſo that man as a beeſt vnreafonable fo2 a lite 


plelure o2comodite ofthis tranſetozy lyfe rennet} 


SOOT SAL La 


¶ Cye thyꝛde 

into euerlaſtinge dethe ofloule.wherfozelonefle to 
folowe thyn owne wyllalway x folo we nat thy ple⸗ 
ſure a deſite. ut thy delite x fixe thy loue in god / ⁊ 
he wyll the thy peticion@deſpze of hert. Fle 
all inoꝛdinate pleaſures a delectacious and 
thou ſhalthaue aboundaũt ⁊ heuenly coſolacion.⁊ 
the moꝛe thou pꝛeſerueſt the from the ſolace of ert 
ly creatutes:the mozeſwete tdſolacions thou ſhalte 
ynde in almyghty god. But fyꝛſt thou muſt come 
do ſuche goſtiy coſolacions with greate heuynes / x 
lamentacion ⁊ with great labour ⁊ ſtryfcithyſelfe 

ageynſte thy ſenſuall pties.Thy olde ſyntull cuſto⸗ 
me wyll agaynſtande the in (uche gooſtelp labour 
but he halbe vaniſſhed x ouercome with a bett cu⸗ 
ſtome The fleſſhe wyll murmoure ⁊ grutch ageiſt 
ſuche labours:bur the feruour of themide mape re- 
frapne hym. The olde euempe to mãnes ſoule wyll 


let the but thou maiſt chaſe hym a way by pꝛayer x 
by pfitableoccupacion he ⁊ his wapes ſhalbe let. 


¶ The. xiiii.chaptre howe an hũble ſubtect ought 
to be obedient after the example ok criſte. 

Onne he that laboureth to withdzawe hym 
| fro obedience he withdzawe hym fro grace 
t who ſekrth to attayne pꝛyuate es leſeth co⸗ 
mon graces a giftes ⁊ he p doeth na to his ſu 
peryoʒ:it is a tokt that his fleſſhe oꝛ body is nat ſub 
dued pet perfitip to his ſoule:but it oſte grutcheth x 
tebelleth ageynſte it. Therfozeyf thou wylte that 
thy body be no rebel: but ſubdued to thy ſoule lerne 

Imitatio criſti. Ib 
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thou to obepegladiytothy — 
outwardecnemy ouertome if thy inwarde man be 
nat diſtroyed oꝛ ouercome. There is no wozſe noz 
moꝛe greuous enemie to manthan his body it it be 
nat actoꝛdynge oꝛ conſentynge to his ſoule p muſt 
vtterly diſpiſe thy ſelfe. t thou wylt pꝛeuaile ageiſt 
thy body. But thou loueſt thy ſelfe yet inoʒdinatly 
#therfoze thou dꝛedeſt to leue thy ſelfe a to ſubdewe 
the fully to other mennes wyl. What great thynge 
is it to the that arte but erthe and nought to lubdue 
the to man foꝛ godesſake. whan J god almyghty 
that made al thynge of nought did ſubdue and ſub 
mitte me humbliy to man foꝛ thy ſake. A was made 
hable that thou ſhuldeſt lerne to ouercome thy pꝛid 
by my mekenes. Lerne thou aſches to obey. Lerne 
thou erth ⁊ ſlyme to humble the to ꝓſtrate the vn- 
der euery muͤnes fete by true humplite nothingeß⸗ 
ſumynge ok thy ſelle. Lerne to bꝛake thyn own will 
⁊ to applye to other menes wyll.Ryſe ageynſte thy 
ſelfe ⁊ ſuſfre nat pzideto rayne in the / butſhewe the 
ſo meke that al men may walke vpon the and trede 
bpon the as vpon clay in the way. What haſte thou 
vayne man ⁊ vyle ſynner to complapne oz to gaine 
lay them that myſſayethe the oꝛ vexeth the: whiche 
haſte ſo ofte offended thy loꝛde god and haſt ſo ofte 
deſerued helle by thy ſpnfull lpuynge: but my mer⸗ 
ciful ive ⁊ ſight hath ſpared the fo2 loue that I haue 
ee 
| eꝛã Egyle 

to true humplpte x ſublecciofoz my ſake paciẽty ſuf 


thyꝛde. 
trynge the wop — 3 deſpytes. 


¶ The.xv.chaptre: ot the hyd entes of god 
tobe coſidered fo2Þ repꝛeſſpon of bayne glozy and 
magnpfipnge ofman in mou recepuecd. 
mou good 1o2deſaith the deuout (oule caſti 
e tertybly thy iuge mentis vpõ me ſo that 
wich great fere thou altereſt all my body a bonis to 
det ⁊ my ſoule is troubled with great fere # dꝛed 
Aſtande aſtonied x2ſider that heupnes be nat cle- 
ne in thy ſight / if chou founde thy angels defectpue 
t impure:and therfoze thou dideſt nat ſpate theim 
what ſhall fall vpon me that am duſt xaſſhes Pan 
gels fell from heuen: what than maye Þ pzcſume- 
Suche people as inſemynge had wozkes of com⸗ 
mendacion haue fall ful lo we:⁊ ſuche as were fede 


with the mete wept ed, haue ſene be glad of ſwi⸗ 


nes mete. There is ze noholynes in man pf ỹ 
loꝛde withdꝛa we thy hande. Noo wyſdome maye 
auayle pf thou withdꝛawe thy hande ol gouernaũ⸗ 
ce. Nolure chaſtite is if thou defende it nat / ne ꝓpꝛe 
cuſtodie may pfiteman: if that the helpe of god be 
nat there. Foz if we be foꝛlakẽ of god almyghty we 
be dꝛownedꝛ we perilſhe. And il we be viſeted and 
helped webe rayſed vp to lyfe. Ok oure ſelfe we be 
vnſtable: but by the good loꝛde we be confermed: 
t made ſtedfaſte we be colde of oure ſelfe: but by Þ 
we be accended a kyndled ĩ goodnes. O how meke 
— —— —— 
m 8 any 
criſti, J. il. 


Parte 
ly Ito ſubmytte meto thy hyd a depe iuge⸗ 
mentis good loꝛde wherin J fpnde my ſelfe 8 
valẽt ⁊ nought. O thou i weght. O 
ipal able ſee wherin J can natkynde me but al — 
ſhed x adnichtlat / wherenowe is become al wo2dlp 
loꝛy what cofidendemay J haue of al vaine gloꝛy 
4 Jhaue be exalted by befoze. Loal vayne woꝛdly 
gloꝛy is vaniſſhed by the depneſſe of thy hyd iuge- 
mentis p thou haſtſhewedvp6 me what is — 
in thy light good loꝛde:but cley oꝛ erth.⁊ what may 
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me ſtrongly to ſtande in well doynge: But whan a 
litell tẽptacion aſſ apleth me J am greatly anguyſ⸗ 
ched. the thynge that Jam moued ⁊ tẽpted by gre⸗ 
aous(lp is but vyle / ⁊ whan J thynke my (cite alp- 
tell ſiker ot lytel teſt that J ſomtyme haue / fynde 
me ſoone afterouercome of a lytel blaſte ot tẽptacy⸗ 
on. Beholdetherfoze good loꝛde my krapite know? 
to the in allthynges that J am ꝓued by. haue mer⸗ 
cyofme I belpke the a me krom the filth ol 
tynne that J be nat faſtined ther ne ouecrom ther: 
by great remoꝛſe a often J am confounded 
befoze the that Jam ſo vn e and frayle to 
gaynſtande my paſſions. And though they dꝛawe 
me nat to the conſent ofſynne pet theyꝛ pſecucyon z 
contynu al inluynge is to me ryght greuous and he 
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The chyꝛde 
other ne vylypende his inferyoure oz the poure foꝛ 
he that aſtrybeth nat to hym ſelfe ne to his merytes 
but onely to the goodnes of god is moꝛe meke and 
tn — — — 
that foz allſuche pzerogatyues repꝛeueth hym ſelfe 
mooſt byle and vnwoꝛthy of other: he is moze apte 
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deſpꝛech to be hyeſt ⁊ mooſt repute x to be content x 
pleaſed w the loweſt place as an other w the hyeſt x 
to be as gladip abtecte / dyſpycabie as other doth 
deſp2e to be hye x aboue other in the woꝛlde / foꝛ thy 
loue ⁊ wyll good loꝛde 
ges ⁊ moꝛe to pleaſe man 
ven oꝛ to be gyuen to man. 
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nat to be Idle but to labout / nat to haue teſt but to 


gader moch frute of ſaued people into the barne oꝛ 
church ol god lyke as J was ſent to alſo / haue mide 
one alſo oftheſe adi. ¶ The: xxxvii.chapt how 
all creaturis ſhuld beſet a ſyde v we may fynd god. 
25 Ode god ſayth a deuout ſoule to our loꝛde 
5 nede to hauemozegracetha Jhauc 
comethyder where 
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mp lſehymbp by cotfpiacts xloue ofheufly 
— foũde cõtemplatyue / 
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fully ſequeſtrate 

ernennen 2teplacts is 
— — grate a man mult i the 
— — Ebut if 
— Behrens nnd 
#beholly vuyte to god almyghtye / what ſo euer he 

tan oꝛhath ofStue . — 
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des hic hebe ofgod aſmpghtye/and what 
— is nat god almyghty oꝛ to hym refet 
c to — acoũted foꝛ nought / great dif 
— — ofa deuout and illu 


god / a the ctinynge of a lettred cler 
deu ane o e moꝛe woꝛthye r 
better þ cometh by the influence of god than it that 
tometh by the labour of mannys wyt / many deſyꝛe 
to come to 2tfplacts but fewe ſtudy foꝛ ſuche thiges 
as be tei red therto i erercyſe / ⁊ a great ipedyment 
thetto is that we ſtande ĩ ſygnes ⁊ in ſelyble thy 
ſt labour nat to mo2tyfpe vs fro them / ne to deſpy 
thepm patfytely befoꝛe as weſhulde do [howeis it 
and with what ſpyꝛyt be we led / J wot nat that be 
— — we moꝛe about 
thynges / thã about ſpũall / about 
Sea enn any tyme we laboute oz thynke 
ge of our outwarde ſenſys 
lo that — — euenlye 


Parte. 
as we ought to do / foꝛ wherupon our affeccyon re⸗ 
ſteth we do nat attende / ne we lament nat oure vyle 
and vnclene dedes / ⁊ therupon foloweth that whan 
ave anno a — is coꝛrupte that the dede fo 
ow ꝓtedynge therot ts neceſſaryly cozrupte 
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wꝛyter / a good ſynget / a fayꝛe man oꝛ womũ oꝛ fo; 
an able perſone euery man dylygentliye ſeketh / but 
howe meke in ſoule is ſuche a perſone / how pacyent 
how deuout / oꝛ well idſpoſed inwardiy is he no que 
ſtyon is made / nature ſheweth the outwarde good⸗ 
nes of man / but grace toneth it ſeife to the in warde 
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| the goodes of the 
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the which woꝛde often repeted gyuetha great glad 
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ſent the from hym / be tedyous to hym / thou 
good loꝛde alone a peaſ 
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may ſe man / but if — thynge ſhall be 
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atitly to any man / what thynge ſhall nat be delecta 
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map be toytull to hym / ſothely nothynge: but woꝛld 
— wyſdome good loꝛde / 
and they lyk wyſe that ſauoureth fleſſhly deſyꝛes 
foz in ſuch wyldome and noughty wayes be many 
vanytes and ſpyꝛytuell dethe foloweth / Ind they 
that folowe the ſ wete and bleſſyd loꝛde by contẽpte 
ofthe woꝛlde / and by moꝛtyfyinge of theyꝛ body oꝛ 
bodely luſtys be knowen to bevery wyſe foꝛ they be 
trãſfourmed from vanyte to trouth / and from cars 
nalyte to ſpiritualte / to ſuch perſones doth almygh 
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neceſſary to the thou art tõuerſaũt amonge thy ene 
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Nat ae den b men/the repgne of god ſtandeth 
they tlumyne mines mpnde+iflamech us the oy 
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dende erbe, Be and percepue 
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nee 
foꝛ mãnes helpe is but vay⸗ 
nedis / I haue 


n e_ my A ͥ ⸗ as af de 


Thethywe 
ofte anoyeth #hurteth man/whatſhall I ſaye than 
ofthyng? vnpꝛouyded / but that they moꝛe greuoul 
ly hurt / NO Hobo beater ys 0 
uyded Abenberg ſo — t to 
other mennes ſayinge: men / ye thoughe 
—— — foike 
to whom ſhall I gyue credẽs / but to the good loꝛde 
foz thou art very ttouthe that nother eſt ne 
may be diſceyued / and euery other man is a lyervn 
vn ae g mooſt in woꝛdes ſo -= 
bneth it can oꝛ may be beleued that ſemeth ry 


— 


moſte kredes of man be ene 


it / 
e howe pꝛudently haſt 
2 
hym / allo a man nat beleue if man 


jlo — 
2 


ea 
[honeſafred4ſene e 
== Ez 


to me/he 


dedes/X natughtly 
. —— 


euery 
che talys / to ſhewe bzefely i fewe woꝛdes the entent 
ei 
⁊ alway 

9 ok mannes boule in his dedys euer 

deſy2yng that all the entẽcion of his ſoule in warde 
pſarmedaſrhigramousplaur be dyzecte r 
pfourmed pleaſure / how ſure is 
it foꝛ the 2ſe1 — — kle vt 
ter appataũce of goodnes 3 


pꝛocure the amendynge of lyfe 
ee ne 


EE 


The thyꝛde 
ſuch rep ues fo: goddis ſake; It is but an eaſy thyn 
— ſufferſharpe woꝛdes ſometyme where it is ſo 

thou mayſte nat ſuffre harde acyons / oʒ 
betynges with cryſt ⁊ fo hym / and why is it that ſo 
ſmall thynges beſo bytter and odyous to the / but 
— art yet — — — 
cyons/geuynge moꝛe man 
chat thou dꝛedeſt to be deſpyſed / thou wolt nat be re 
pꝛeued foz thy erceſſis/butſekeſt fo: thy defence der 
ke ⁊ ſynyſter excuſes / hut beholde thy ſelfe better a 
thou ſhalt ſe well that the worde beyne gloꝛye / oz 
mannes pleaſure lyueth yet in the / whan thou refus 
eſt ta be hůbled ⁊ zfoũdyd fo2 thy defautis / it is cer 
teyne that thou art nat very hſible ne truly dede / oꝛ 
moztylyed to the woꝛld / noꝛ haſt nat the woꝛlde cru 
cifyed to the / but here thou my woꝛdes ⁊ thou ſhalte 
nat dꝛede a thouſande mennys woꝛdys / lo if all the 
wozdes þ myght be feyned were maliciouſly ſayde 
agayn the / what ſhulde they noy the / if thou wolde 
let them paſſe a nat poder them greatly / thou know 
eſt they may nat the ne hurt one here of thy 
hede / but he that hath nat ĩ warde ſyght to his ſoule 
helth/no2 god afoꝛe his ſyght is ſoone moucdx tro 
bled at aſharpe woꝛde /he that truſteth in me ſayth 
dur loꝛde and woll nat ſtande to his owne iugemẽt 
—— — — and 
— — — o euery 
is done / I knowe both hym þ doth the liury r hym 
— — er es 
Imitatio criſti. A. ili. 


Can) Dnle 


Parte. 
inkynmnyte reſt (nfaPyble+ſure/Thouſhaltnat 
chan lay wich the apoſtle / who ſhall delyuer me fra 
the pellys + the ieopdy of my moztall body ne thou 
chat nat than crye with the pphet with delyꝛe to be 
deſolued + lay theſe woꝛdes / wo is me that myne as 
bpdyng here in this moztall body is ploged/# why 
fo: than ſhall deth that befoze had in man 
de ouertowen ⁊ deſtroyed / a heith of body +Coule 
Chall thã euer be without ende / nane anoye tha 
de to man / but a bleſſyd toy #my2zth/x aſ wete / and 
— — —-— 
1 
befoꝛe deſpyſed ĩ they: 


tytellthyn 
tow! of heuen / lyft vp 
thy — — rey 
— — top wit 


— — 
rour/theCytezing enkno 
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Parte. 
ſhall I de delyuered fro thempſery/and tinaldome 
ok vytes / whan ſhall J thynke of the alone good [02 
—— mondo phene foyinthe 
fully/whanſhall'Þ be without all Impedyment / oꝛ 
lettynge / e in very lyberte without all greuaumce of 
body and mynde / whã ſhall J poſſeſſe ſadde peace 
without trouble / ſure peace within and without x 


here a po 
myne ennenwes where batayles and in foꝛ⸗ 
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 _____ Thefhywe 
with a feruonr of deuocion ⁊ ſtedfaſt wyll / ſone the 
fyꝛe doch often bꝛen but theflame therofdoth nat al 
tende without fume oꝛ ſmoke / right ſo the deſy2e of 
ſome men is in heueny thynges but they? affeccys 
ons be nat fre fro temptacions ofthe fleſſhe / ⁊ ther⸗ 
foꝛe they do nat alwey purely foꝛ the hondut of god 
that whiche they aſkeſoeffectuouſly or god / ſuch is 
ofte tymes thy deſyꝛe which thou ſayde was ſo im⸗ 
poꝛtune / koꝛ that deſyꝛe is nat pure and perkyte / the 
— A tis commodyte/ 
aſke thou therfozenatſuchthyng! as bedclectable} 
02 pꝛofytable to the / but ſuche as be wozſhypfull to 
me / foꝛ ifthou ws bl oughteſt to ꝓfer myn 02 
denaũce befoꝛe thy delyꝛe and all other thynges to 
be deſyꝛed and to folowe my wyll d oꝛdenaunce Y 
knowe thy deſyꝛe / and haue herde thy manyfolde 


 derrofthe 


thenoweto 


hte hytethoulpuenhereſbethou cherfozereco 
foꝛted x ſtrõge bothe in thy doyngi # in thyſuffrice 
the contraryouſnes of nature / thou mult do on the 
clothynge ofgrace ⁊ inotencye ⁊ bechaſiged into a 
newe mãn / thou muſt often do that thou wolde nat 
t that thynge that thou wold do thoumulkleye that 
eee 
that aſte a 

come to fertepauenture/alſo what other men ſay 
ſhalbe herde ⁊ what thou ſayſt is ſet at noughte / o⸗ 
ther men ſhall aſke x they ſhall haue they? 0 
but thou ſhalt aſke ⁊nat ſpede / other men ſhalbe co 
mẽded in mẽnys mouthes / and of the no man (hall 
ſpeke / other perſoneg ſhall haue this offpce/oz that 
tto them / and thou ſhalt be demed vnp2ofytas 
ble / koꝛ ſuche thynges is man ofte natura v heuy x 
a great thyng it is if thou bere ſuche wty .”* outhe 
and mynde in ſuch thynges with other lyue ig man 
whether he be the true ſeruaunt or god / ho we 
eee 
ſca any 

de vnto the to do / loꝛ the which thou nedyſt to ſuffre 


deth as thou ſhalt fynde 2trary to thy wyll 
hiche thou muſt luffre wha thynges dyſco? 
—— which appereth to the leſſe pꝛo 


tytable i execucyõ be cõmaũded to the / r fo2 almoch 
ee 
de tothetofolowe alwey the wyllof cher n alway 


to leue thy pꝛoper wyll / but beholde ſone xconſyder 


SS SaSe Seen 
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vellcheaevfip labour wha tsnatfarfro the 
—— the frute ol them together with ỹ 


— Denee none on the / 
none ſhall let the oꝛ withſtãde the / but all that thou 


repꝛeues here pacietly 
fo: heumes and foꝛ the loweſt 02 laſt place that thou 


Harte. 
t he that thynge / be he glad of this and he 
of that / oꝛ he commendyd in this / and he in that / be 
they neuer ſo pcyous oꝛ multypiyed/iop thou ney⸗ 
ther in this thynge noꝛ i that / but alonly to be byly⸗ 
p? drd oz deſpyſed a imp pleaſure + honour / ⁊ ouer 
all deſpꝛe that whether thou lyue oꝛ dye / god alwey 
be gtozyfyed ithe oz by the. ¶ The. Iv. chapt᷑ a man 
— deſolaciõ ſhulde cõmytte hym 


handes of god / x to his grace ſapinge. 
— faderblefſpd 
OT 2 after thy holy 


be thou now? 
pleaſure/ſothou haſt 
done to me / and all that thou doſt ts good J beſech 
the good loꝛde that thy leruaũt may ioy in the and 
nat in my ſellfe / ne in none other thynge but in the! 
dz o dꝛed to the / foꝛ thou alone art verye gladneſle! 
thou art my hope mp crowne ot reward thou good 
lozde arte my ioy # what haue J oꝛ any of 
thy ſeruaũtis Þ we haue nat reteyued of thy good? 
nes / ye without our merpte / all be thyne that thou 
haſtegyuen and made / J am but poꝛe ⁊ haue be in 
trauayle fro my youth / ⁊ oſten my ſoule is heuy bn 

— lore 


ze 


louie 
— haſte often wonte to doo 
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The thyꝛde 
than I may nat ren the way of thy commaundems⸗ 
tys that is to ſay fulfyll them / but moꝛe thy ſeruaũt 
is then arted to knocke his bꝛeſte x to knele foꝛ gras 
ce / and conſolacyon afoꝛe had foꝛ that it is nat with 
hym nowe as yeſterday ⁊ the daye befoꝛe whan thy 
lanterne of lyghte ſhone vpon hym ⁊ illumpned his 
ſoule / and was defended fro the in warde temptacy⸗ 
ons vnder ß ſhadowe z ſhylde of thy wynges right 
wyſe fader ⁊ euer woꝛthy to be moſt loued — hour 
ts come that thy ſeruaunt ſhulde be pꝛoued in it is 
— im that thy — — 
what fo2 the / Thou knew in thy eternall pꝛeſens an 
— none oct tymethy 
ſeruatitſhuld outwardly tthins 


efaterthathe oꝛyfyed in heuen / foꝛ e ego 
— —„—p 
be itfulfplledi 


Parte. 

very pfitable tome that I haue ſuſfred ozhad ſuch 
cõfulpon / that I by the erudytyon of it ſhuld rather 
ſcke thy conſolacyon than mannes in ſuch aduerſy 
te / I haue lerned alſo therby to dꝛede thy inſcruta⸗ 
ble iugemẽtes / vherby thou pꝛoueſt ⁊ ſcourgeu che 
ryght wyſe man and the wycked / and that nat with 
dut equyte and rightwylnes / I thãke the that thou 
haſte nat ſpared my ſynnes but punyſThed me with 
ſcourges of loue / ye bothe within and without with 
ſoꝛes and anguyſſhes / no creature vnder heuẽ may 
cofozte me in myne aduerſytes but thou good loꝛde 
the very and heu dy leche of mannes ſoule that (my 
teſt and helyſt agayne / Thou ledeſt vs into ſharpe 
peynes of body r ſuffreſt vs to be ledde into dedely 
lynne ſometyme / and thou bꝛyngeſt vs out therof a 
gayne by thy great grate / Thy dyſcyplyne be vpõ 
me and thy ſcourgeſhall teche me the wayes of ver 
tue and mekenes / Lo fader J am here in and onder 
thy handes / a J enclyne me vnder thy rodde of coꝛ⸗ 
retctyon / ſmyte my backe and my necke that J may 
bowe and refourme my crokydnes vnto thy wyll 
Make me mene and lowly that J may lyue alway 
at thywyll/Jcommyt me to the good loꝛde with all 
myne koꝛ to be coꝛrecte / Foʒ better it is to be punyſ⸗ 
ſhed and cozrecte here / than alter this lyfe thou kno 
weſt all thynges and nothynge is hydde 


erull p any man we Ng 
that is done here in erthe / Thou knowelt what p20 


Thethy2de 
fyte 02 peyne is expedyent to me and moche trybula 
cyon auayleth to pourge the fylthe and ruſte of my 
e Synne and vyces/therefoze do thou with 
meafter thy pleaſure and deſpyſe nat J beſeke 
— — thou kno weſt it beſt / 
me good loꝛde grace to kno we that J am bounde to 
kno we and to loue that Joughttoloue/to pꝛayſe þ 
thou wolde Jſhulde pꝛãyſe / and to repute that is p 
cyous i thy ſyght / and to refuſe all that is vyle afoze 
the / gyue me grate good loꝛde nat to — — 
after myne outwarde lyghte ne after the 
the relacyon of vncunnynge kolke / but truly to — 
cerne of vyſyble thynges æſpyꝛituall / and aboue all 
thynges to enquyꝛe and folowe thy wyll x pleaſure / 
mannes wyttes be often dyſceyued in tugement / al⸗ 
lo che louers ofthe worde be often dyſcepued in lo⸗ 
uynge all onely thyngesvyſyble / what Aa menthe 
— — bapnenmd 
one 
another / one blynde man another / ⁊ one ſycke pers 
ſone — he ſo exalteth hum / Ind vet in 
— — than auaunceth 
vaynly dothe laude / oꝛ pꝛayſe hym fo: 
hoveg ne grateimendables ——. man is in thy 
woꝛthy x great he is and no moꝛe. 
* — — hym to hũ 
deren mavner 0 392 dyſpoſed to 


(One One thou mayſt nat alway ſtande in feruent 
— — — ofcs- - 


1 Parte. 
it is nedefull to the ſometyme foꝛ Þ 
— of mankynde to deſcende to lo wer 


ER 
jeueſt me in penutpe nede / and de⸗ 
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Thethyzde 
. myght pet out fro me teris of contrici 
of the See yet am Jnat wozx 
ty hc olacion / J —— —— 
ed and punyſſhed / oully mas 
: ſynned / and — in trouthe / J am 
thy leeſt cõſolacyõ / but thou good loꝛde 
VOID wyll nat thy werkesſhuld 
—— — thy excellent good⸗ 
che veſſell of thy merty / ye without my pꝛo 
— withſaue to cõfoꝛt me thy ſeruaũt 
aboue all mannes meſure / foꝛ thy conſolacyons be 
nat after mãnes fables / what haue J done my good 
Lode chat thou ſhuldeſt gyue me any celeſtyall cos 
ſolacyon / foꝛ I knowe nat that I haue done any 
good / but alway pꝛone to vyce and ſlowe to amtde 
me / trewe it is that Jſape I can nat ſaye na / if J 
ſhuldeſt ſtande a⸗ 


Parte. 
paſſe hens vnto the countrey of darkenes couered 
with the darkenes of deth / and what doſt thou aſke 
mooſt ofa wretchyd ſynner / but that he be (ozofulll 
and made meke of his lynnes / in very cötricið / and 
humpliacion ofmanes herte / is very hope of foꝛgy⸗ 
ueneſſe / mannys concience ſo troubled with contry 
cyon is reconſyled to god / allo grace loſte by ſynne 
is tepared / and therby man is defendyd fro the wꝛa 
the of god / z there meteth in holy kyſTpng 
and halſynge ot god al ty the penytet ſoulc 
the humble cotricid of ſynners is an acceptable ſa⸗ 
crpfpce to the good loꝛde / gyuynge a moꝛe ſwete o⸗ 
dout vnto thy goodnes than incenſe by ſper / it is al 
fo the pcyous x acceptable oyntmet that thou good 
1o2de wolde to bempnyſtred to thy fete / foꝛ Þ neuer 
dyd ne doſte deſpyſe but gladlye recepueſt vnto thy 
grace ac x anhſible herte / there ts the place of 


—— ——— dwell with 
thy elf alone/ſekenat vepneſpekynge with other 


god that thou may haue a mynde ⁊ a pure 
cöcyẽte / ſe thou acc6pte all the wonde ol tell pzyce/ 


The thyꝛde 
in chy eſtymacyõ and afoꝛe all woꝛldly pꝛe 
karre thou the honour ⁊ medytaciũ ot god / foꝛ thou 
mayſt louyngly thynke on me / z with that delyte in 
woꝛldly ⁊ tranſytoꝛy thynges / thou muſt leperate : 
wichdꝛawe thy ſelfe fro the kno wlege a dere fredys 
t thy mynde fro all bodely ſolace / as ſaynt peter the 
apoſtyll coũceyleth in his epyſtyll / all cryſtt᷑ foſke p 
they as ſtraungers ⁊ pylgrymes abſteyne from all 
ſuchefleThelp and woꝛldly thynges oz pleaſures / o 
what ſure paſſynge ⁊ truſtſhall he haue in his deceſ 
ſe / chat is nat than ouercome with any woꝛldlye afs 
kecciõ / but hath his herte ſadly firte igod almyghty 
and loſed fro all erthely thynges / a beſtely man kno 
wech nat the fredome of mannes ſoule / yet if he deſp 
re to be ſpũall / he muſt refuſe as well his nye frẽdys 
as ſuche as be far fro hym in ⁊ alſo 
he muſt be mooſt ware of hym ſelfe / if man perfyte- 
ly ouercome hym ſeife / he ſhall p ſoner ſubdue other 
ennemyes to hym / perfyte vyctoꝛy is a man to ouer 
tome fyꝛſte hym ſele / he that holdeth hym ſelfe ſub⸗ 
lecte ſo that ſenſualyte obey to reaſon / and reaſon o 
bey to God in all thynges / Suche a man is the ve- 
ry cõquerour othyvm ſelfe and loꝛde ofthe woꝛlde tf 
ſo be that thoufullye deſyꝛe to atteyne that degre / ⁊ 
heyght / thou muſt maniyeenfozſe thy ſelfe and be⸗ 
e 
may 
che hydde and the inoꝛdyuate Inclynacyon to thy 
elke and to all pꝛynate and woꝛldly goodys / of this 
vyce that a man loueth hym to Jnozdynatelye all 


Patte. 
moſt all cometh that is vll in man whiche loue ther⸗ 
foꝛe if it be ouercome we ſhall haue conſequetly ĩ vs 
ace x trãquyliyte / But fo as moch as fewe 
ke laboꝛeth to dye to themſelfe / that is to ſaye to 
moztyfpe ſuche contrartouſnes in themſelfe / noꝛ go 
— ok them ſelfe by contemplacyon oz erer⸗ 
cyſe of vertue / therfoꝛe they lye wꝛapped i themlelfe 
map nat be lyfte aboue them ſelfe ſpũally in ſoule 
but he that deſyꝛeth frely to walke with me / it is ne⸗ 
defull that he moꝛtyfye in hym ſelfe all yll a inoꝛdy⸗ 
nate affeccyos/ſo that he do nat enclyne ne cleue to 
any creature by pꝛyuate loue of 2cupyſces. ¶ The 
li. chapt / otdyuers mouynges ofnature + grace. 
One ſe thou gyue hede entlye vnto the 
mouyngiot nature ⁊ grace / foꝛ theyzmouig! 
be very ſubtyll ⁊ atraryous /⁊ ſcartely they may be 
pcepued but tt a ——— — 
ty man loueth ⁊ deſyꝛeth that chat is / oz ſe⸗ 
— — euery man in his woꝛdes 
t ſap ſome goodnes and therfoꝛe many be de 
cepued the pꝛetes / a ſymplytude ofgoodnes/ 
nature is wply x therefoꝛe it — — 
diſteyueth many weyes x it hath euer it ſelfefo2 his 
ende / but grace walketh a maketh man walke ſym⸗ 
ple without colour o2 decepte/ttmaketh 
— — of 
— — ro ee 
— allo hekynally doth reſt maturt 
doth dye agaynſt his wyll he wyll nat — 
pacfſyd oz ouercome/ne he wyll gladly be obedpent 


Sets n 


Thethywe 
o2 ſubdted vnder other but w vyolence/grace doth 


cypiyne/Ftmaketh coueyte dos 
mynacyon bpon other but alway to be on lyue and 
ſtande vnder God / and foꝛ God to bowehumbiy to 
hede what lu⸗ 

but grace at 


Parte. Z 
,o8diy goodes/neveredatſharpe and harde woꝛ⸗ 
— — — theu? where 
nature is couetous and it 
f = — 

erte pwuate thyt a 

dus and large to the poozenedy/itelcheweth(yne 
t is content w fews /x it Jugeth 
neo —— 


The thyꝛde 
— ——— —— — 
noꝛ heug nat pꝛoude ot the multptide Ges 


. 
—— any = mee pre enr no goodes 
— 
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| Parte. 
all outwarde auaũtage / a to hyde mekely ſuch thyn 
— — to (oke 
he laude and honour of god r a pꝛofptable frutful⸗ 
negof * mã hach / it wyl 


— — ne exalte his vertue 
. nar 
gyueth euery thynge after his tre + without 


5 A 
Monin 


wey „ foꝛ that nature 
— — — — 
his ſucceſſyon after that it was bycyat + defoyled 
dy his ſynne the peyne therof deſcedid ito euery ma 
fo that that nature the which was good / and right⸗ 
wys whan it was made of the good loꝛde / is nowe 
fo the vylyte a o cozruptmathat - 
the mouynge of it leſte to man dꝛaweth eyertoyit/3 
owe thynges / hye a heuenly thyngeslefte / Foꝛthe 
ptell vertue ⁊ ſtrength ofthat nature the whiche te 
mayneth / there is as who ſapth a lytell ſparke offy- 
re wzapped and hyd in aſſhes / This is thenaturall 
reaſon of mi belapped with great darkenes / vet ha 
uynge diſtrecion of good ⁊ yll / of truthe ⁊ falſeneſſe 
thoughe it be vnable to fulfyll all that he appꝛoueth 
noꝛ may nat vſe pet the full lyghte of truthe / noz his 
affeccyõs helthfullp / wherfoꝛe it folo weth good loꝛ⸗ 
de that I delyte ithy lawe after myne in warde ma 
thy commaundement to be good 0 
| — vll 


— — alytelire 
ens Therocomehchattoughe I 1 (hs 
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— to do / yet Ja 
—9— — her Js 
fo oppꝛeſſyd and lettyd by my dull # — 
ut aq ——— gm way fullneceſ 
— — here a 
ame ce 
FI cannothpnge do / and withthehelpeofit Jmaye 
do all thynges neceſſary to me / o thou heuenly gra⸗ 
ce without the which no man map be ol any meryte 
oꝛ valour befoꝛe God / noꝛ any natural — — 
kytable neyther craftesne rycheſſe / 
ne ſtrength / wytte oz eloquẽte be any — 
befoꝛe the good loꝛde and wante / Foꝛ 
of nature be gyuen 7 to good f 
euyll / But the gyfte of electe and good perſones is 
grace and loue of charite wherby they be noble and 
made woꝛthye euerlaſtynge lyfe / that Grace — . 
ſuch woꝛthynes that without it / neyther the 
— Web nctg ofmpzacles and 
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—— 
man map go / and wout trouthe 


knowlege / And without lyfe 
SEES, 2 — 
—— to hope in to haue / Jam the 
RE Fat rape Jam inkal⸗ 


a Parte. | 

ble x mooſt hye/x am lyfe withoute ende intreat a 
tathe which the very lyfe x blyſſe of fpyzy» 
tes + bleſlyd ſoules/ Af thou abyde in my way thou 
ſhalt knowe the very trouth and trouthe (hall dely⸗ 
uer the / and thou ſhalt fynaliy come to euerlaſtyng 
jpfe / If thou wylte come to that lyfe as it is wyten 
thou mult obſerue my commaundementes Ifthou 
haue knowlege of trouth truſt to me / and to my wo: 


hate it verely as thou dyd / It is nat 
a ſeruaunt be pzeferred afoze his loꝛde / ne a diſcyplt 


— —— y 
© tes nmpudeandexecuteththeym in his conuerſa⸗ 
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The thyꝛde 
wyſelulkreth with patyence aduerſpte! J auaumce 
themthatknowe ther: infy2mpte/into my dyuyny⸗ 
te / Lode God thy holy woꝛde be bleſſyd / it is ſwet⸗ 
ter to me tha the hony come / whatſhuld J do in ma 
ny and great try — ny were 


bulatyons and 
nat p thou c6fo2ted me with thy holy and ſwete woꝛ 
ofheithe 


the this 
wo2lde/hauempndeofnmegoodLozde and dyzects 
rr 


fene eee bebe 
kcthhere in his hyd 4 
One thou diſpute nat ofhye ma 


of God / as why 
erg Ain be een bpto 
5 — Hed d ins Spckeneſſe/ and ſucij 


themthis yingeof the propheterhou alway ie 
ſyd loꝛde arte euer thy domps are al 
wape true And alſo this ſayinge ofthe 
ſamepꝛophete / the iugemttis of our loꝛde are trewe 


and tuſtyfyed in ſelfe 
— —— dyſcuſſed by 


mannes reaſon / foꝛ no mannes reaſon may cop2yſe 


Arpfesithep allbnomſcde pende and hapnglor al, 
mne ee ee enen 


plerre / ta deſyꝛe / to know / 
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crpſteteſu zmanyfolkeis Jgnozaicebutmooſ 


The thywe 
them in temptacyons / and ſafely bꝛought them out 
therof/J haue vyſyted them with many and great 
conſolacions / I haue gyuen them perſeucratice in 
goodnes / and J haue crowned they2 pacyence / F 
no we the fyꝛſt man and the laſt that ſhalbe / and ſo 
ofeuery other thynge / halle all my choſen ſeruaũ 
— meſtymable loue / J am to be loued in all 
myſayntes ⁊᷑ to be honoured and bleſſyd ouer all in 


oche ofthemithe which Thauelo oztouſly ma 
— — ot gny 


afozeof! jardeſpplerhone 
akoze of theyzpartpe/ He therfozethatdeſppſethone 


nach ſapntts 02 electe pſones/he wozſhyppeth 
mooſt / foꝛ made both ſmal and great / and 
detracteth / oꝛ deſpꝛayſeth any 
— — heut / all 
they be one by the bande of charyte / all they coſyder 
and feleone they woll one thynge / and eche 
ot them loueth other / and that is moꝛe they loue me 
aboue them ſelfe and they: owne merytes / foꝛ they 


mextynguyble charyte 
— tell of the ſtate+ 
ofſapntes/foz they can nat but loue pꝛyuate 
eee, fauoute /⁊ 
truthe of our Loꝛde 


Imitatio criſti. 


that haue but lytel buderſtandynge and 
they but leldome loue any perſone pert 


Saynt is moꝛe wozthye in heuen 
ſeife the moꝛe / oꝛ wolde gyut 
he wolde humble hym lelfe the 0d therefoze/He 


verengen engen. 
ok heuẽ / wo be to dyldayne to 
gehenden chem for they fopthep2preſtipe 


ry and hardenes / wꝛonges 


haue ſuffred here lyuynge 
where ryche folke l 
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Thethywde 
the / than to be tyche without thy p2eſens/F had le⸗ 
uer be a pylgtyme here in erth with thy pꝛeſens / th 
to poſſeſſe heuen without the / Foꝛ where thou arte 
there is heuẽ / and where thou arte nat there is dethe 
and alſo hell / Thou arte all my deſyꝛe / and therfoꝛe 
haue nede to lament / to pꝛay / and crye contynual 
after the / J may truſt fuliy in none but in the foꝛ 
Wege be mp hene ug beat mg 
my loꝛde god / arte mp hope / my Amy 
moolſtfapthtull confozteandhelpein al thvng / all 
other perſones ſeke theyꝛ owne pꝛofyte and auayle / 
but thou alonly pᷣtendeſt and ſekeſt my pzofyte and 
helthe eternall/aiſo thou turneſt all thynges to my 
well / ye r whan thou ſendeſt me troubleg / afflycciõs 
and temptacyõs all ſuch thou good loꝛde oꝛdeyneſt 
fo2 my wele and pꝛokyte ! that by a thouſande wayes 
arte wont to pꝛoue thy choſen and beloued ſeruaun 
tes / in which pꝛobaciõs thou art nat leſſe to bs pꝛay 
led / than if thou had replenyſThed vs with heufly cõ 
ſolaciong / In the good lozde J put all my hope ⁊ ſo 
tour / I ſette all my trybulacvons and anguyſſhe in 
the/foz all that I beholde ⁊ ſe without the J haue p 
ued it tnfp2me and vnſtable / The multytude of car 
nall frendys auayleth nat / noꝛ ſtronge helpersſhal 
nat may helpe / ne wyle coũceylers may gyue any p 
tes may contoꝛt ne any p — dely 
| any pᷣcyous ſubſtaũte may 
. 
toũcepl / inſtructe / ⁊ hepe hym all thynges that ſen 


Patte. 
foꝛ to be oꝛdeyned to mannes peaſe and felycyte / Ir 
thou be abſent they be nat woꝛthye / ne they haue 02 
gyue an true feſycyte to any crature / thou my loꝛ⸗ 
de god therfoꝛe arte the ende of all goodnes / the hye 
eee or all — — — 
mooſt ſtronge hope x ſolace of thy ſeruaũtes / Myn 
tyen intendynge into the / J truſte fullye A — 
loꝛde god — — my 
ſoule dich heuenlye bleſſynge / that it may be made 
ty holy tabernacle and dwellynge plate / and the ſe 
te of thy eternall gloꝛpe / No thynge be foũde in mie 
at any tyme that ſhulde offende thy hye maieſte al⸗ 
ter the greatnes of thy goodnes and thy manyfolde 
mercyes beholde me / and here gracyoſſy the prayer 
ofme thy pooꝛe ſeruaũ: beynge farre exyled i the re 
gyon of the ſhadowe ofdeth/defende/and conſcrue 
thefoute of me thy ſeruaunt good loꝛde whyle J la⸗ 
boure amonge themanyfolde perels ofthts coꝛtup 
ci tet ie vn onal cor feuclaong pe: in 

fynall coũtrey ot euerlaſtyng peace 


r thyꝛde booke of Jhofi Gerſon / 
in apt by Rycharde Pynſon / in 


Empaynted 
flete ſtrete atthe Sygneofthegeozge/at che com⸗ 
maundement and — üüõu—ä— — 


eyere of our boꝛde god. gpm 
our d d 
vil. day ot᷑ of October. 
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"Jawhat atreuerehce and feruent we fo 
reef Jeſu crit. > Capital 


Wylie ſucriteternalltrouthe;theſewoz 
— — ninie's % bar 
. 
| 02 

fepthefully/4agceably tovnderſtande See 

woꝛdes / and — — 

fozthou haſt ſayde theym fozmp helthe:J 
— — bee a wen 
#planted in woꝛdes of ſo great pyte full of lo⸗ 
ercytethme:butlozbvemp'p= 


Afthoutpdeſt nat tõmaunde it. Aoethat iuſt man laboꝛed 
dy an hundꝛeth yere to make thearke/ to the ende he myght 
be ſaued with a fewe of his people. Howe may J pꝛepꝛapꝛe 
me chan in an how: to rectyne tht withe due reuerente cõ⸗ 
poſour and creatour ot all thys wozlde. Mopſes thy greate 
famplier and ſpeciall frende made tharke of tymber:nat coꝛ⸗ 
ruptyble Whiche hecouered with right pure gold x put in ỹ 
tables ot᷑ the lawe / Ja coꝛtupt creature howe ſhall I nowe 


——— —u—t?•— ert 
ee, 


C zethanſhuldenat I be moꝛe inflamed in thy ves 
nerable pzeſence; and by moze pzepapremeto te⸗ 
teyue the lacred and holy gyftes / and benyfpttes ol the, In 
ſo moche the holy auncyent patryarkes and /kin 
ges andpꝛynces with all the people: hach hewedeſogreate 
en Urns thyne honoureand dyupne ſcrupce i ty⸗ 
C,The ryght devout kynge David inclyned to the arkeof 
with all his ſtrengtheknowlegepnge/#remeberyngeÞ 
S don vnto his faders: he made oꝛgayus of dyuers 
maners / ⁊ he compoſed pſalmes x inſtytute that they ſhulde 
be ſongen / and he hym ſelfe ſange theym with gladnes / Tol 
iche the harpe ofthe holy gooſt. Thys kynge in⸗ 
with the grace of hod:hath taught the people of Iſra⸗ 
elto pꝛayſe god with all theyz herteg. bleſſynge honourynge 
#pzechynge dayly his holy name. If lo greate deyoconxre- 
membꝛaũce was done with dyuyne ſeruice / and pzapſynges 
befoze tharke ofhis teſtament / howe great reuerence and de 
uocion ought we thanne to haue inthe pꝛeſence ol the ſacra⸗ 
ment / and en theſumpcõn of the ryght excellent body ol. our 
lozde Jeſucriſt. Allo aller iſten people bſe foꝛ to tenne to dy⸗ 
uers ꝛtoʒ to vyſyte the relyques of ſayntes / and mer⸗ 
ueplethto here the merueplous dedes / and werkes of 
They beholde the great edyfyces / oz byldyngesof es 
and keſſes the lacrefped bones ofſapntes w2appedi clothes 
okſyltze and golde. and thou my loꝛde god ſaynt of allſay 
tes: creature ofall thynges / loꝛde ot all aũgeis:thou arte 
re pꝛeſent on thysaulter befozeme. Often tymes the curyo⸗ 
ſyte ol men and noueltyes of thynges nat ſene be of lytellfru 
te and leſle to beſetbp;pzyncypally where there ys ſo light re 


tours and great e ute ony but 
my god thou arteallpſon a neee 
here dꝛa⸗ 
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contricyon, 
scrylte / in the whiche 
all the ty⸗ 
to thys 
J. ii. 
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howefepthtull doeſt hon with they: t 
res 
cepurthy ſeiſein thys bleſſed ſacrament. tteynly it ſut 
mounteth all vnderſtandynge : dꝛaweth 0 the 
tes of deuoute people to dyuocion / and enbzaceth their 
tidn. Foꝛthy true and fepthfull fredes that dilpoleth althets 
wfeto'amende theym: receyucth — — grace of deuo⸗ 
pon and vertue of that mooſt woꝛthyeſt ſacrament. O mar. 
uelous hidde grace whych the feythfullcryſten people of out 
loꝛde only kno weth. But the infideles / and ſubgettes vnto 
ſynne may therol haue no experpence. In that ſacrament p* 
fpizptuallgraces be confermed: and the vertue that was loſt 
in che loule ys repapted:and beautye by ſynne waſted / is te⸗ 
touered. Somtyme thys grace: that often wyth the pleny / 
— 2 — ꝛbut al⸗ 
lo vnto the feble body the myght / and ſtrengthe is augmen- 
—— — — and — dur 
llouthe and neulygence that we zawen with ſo 
deſyꝛe audaffeccponto receyue our ĩoꝛde ieſu criſt in 
to all hope / and the meryte of theymthat ought to be ſauede 
Fozhe is our helthe / and redemptyõ / and the conſolacion of 
byatours/andtheeternall fruytyon of ſayntes. ¶ Allo we 
020we of that ſo many vnderſtandeth / (aue- 
4reutrencethfolptellthisholp ſacrament: which Joy: 
IEEE all the wonde. Nas thys bipnd⸗ 
ok mennes hertes: that wyll nat conſydꝛe 
—— re —.— 
aduertenceby da 02 acryfpce 
Cacramment were done but none place a but 


devs 

dy #blode:and allo bythy woꝛdes of 
deſpꝛed vs to receyue thys holy my 15 inge com pe all 
vnto me that be charged / and I ſhall refreſſh sss. 


CHowethe great charyte/xbounte of god is ſhewede 
vnto man in the holy ſacrament. Caþ.it, 


Of wery 


— — 


| {hat — ey by bleſſed bo- 
1 able to declare 02 ex⸗ 
7 pe 1 2 of thiscommunion whane 


b — —— duly ho⸗ 
to receyue the. what maye 
better and moꝛe pꝛofytable fozme : thane to mene 
— betozethe: and to pꝛayſe thyne infynyte boun⸗ 
te aboue all thynge. J pꝛayſe the me loꝛde god euetlaſtingly 
and dpſpzayſe my ſelfe and ſubmytte me vnto the depneſſe 
of mp wꝛetchydnes. ¶ Om god thou arte ſaynt ot all ſayn⸗ 
tes and J hefyltheo of all ſynners yet thou inclyneſt thyſcife 
vnto me that am nat woꝛthy to beholde the. 
¶ Alas my ſwete creature that ſo mekely comeſt vnto me / 
and wylleth to be wpth me / and deſyꝛeſt me vnto thy dyner 
and gyueth vnto me the mete ofheuen and the bzede of aun⸗ 
gels which is bzede of lyfe: and no leſle ethan thyſelfe 
whych is deſcended from heuen and gyue Iyfe vnto Þ woꝛl⸗ 
de. Lete vs ſe here what great loue pꝛocedeth frome the / and 
—— doth ſhyne. vpon vs. 

at yeldynges of thankes / and louynges be due 
2 ho we pꝛofytable and ho we helthe 
geen d bn, u U — 
thys gracious gyfte. welwete oyous 
feſte wherin thou haſte vnto vsthe fedyn op: 

is thy vertue / and — 


cyons body. ¶ O good lo: 2 —— 
vnable be tolde. Thou haſt ſayde and all thynges were don 


racpous / and 
—— — 


come vnto 
Ahern and yet I deſyzedeuoutly 
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ſacrament; Lozdekepe an e da 
the ende : that wich a pure and a Jopous conſ 
often receyue the to 


my euerlaſtyngehelthe. 
¶ Chile holy mplteryes whiche be inſtitute /andozdepned 
vnto thy honour and perpetuallremembzaunce. 
my ſoule reioyſe the / and gyuethankynges 
godfozhis noble gyfte / and ——— comfozth th thatit lyſte 
hym here in thys vale of tetes chus to cofozte the. Fo2 as of- 
tentymes as thou remembzeft thys myſtery / and receyucſte 
thys bleſſed body of out loꝛde:ſo often thou receiueſt the wer 
ke ol thy redempeyon / and arte made partener ot allthe me⸗ 
ty —— Jeſu ctyſt.Foꝛhis charyte is neuet myniſ⸗ 
d. i the greatneſſe of his mercy is neuer conſume d. wher⸗ 
koʒe thou oughteſ to diſpoſe the alwaye with anewe reuol- 
uynge of thy thought i oughteſt tdconliderthis great myſ⸗ 
terye of thy helthe by attentyue reyſyngeol thy ſouls. 
¶ nd this werke ought to be vnto the as greatly newe and 
topous whan thou recepueſt it. as ifthat ſame day out loꝛde 
had firſt deſcended in to the wombe of the virgyn mari to be 
made man / oꝛelles he that daye had ſuffred dethe foz the hel⸗ 
the of man vpon the croſſe. 
Cwhatgreate — it is often to receyue the body of 
dur loꝛde Jeſu Ca. it. 
On — vcthet Ee 0 40 map — 
| me /and that A may Jope at 
eee vnto me poꝛe wꝛetche by 
benygnyte: inthe whiche my ſaupoureis all that 
Ep NINE deſp2e: fo: thou art my helthe my redem⸗ 
honout / and ioy. Alas my lozdegodma 


e loꝛde Je 
ee ea 2 
— eee map 
deſerue with ʒaches tobe bleſſid ofche / and Ae 
ran oe ey rap zPpyſou!edelireth 
ht wyth the. Gyus 
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ſelfe vnto me good loꝛde /a than Jlulfiſed:fo2 withoute the 
reer 
nat be / and withoute thy vyſytacyon Þ may nat lpue. wher⸗ 
koꝛe itbehoueth meoften tymes to come / and appꝛoch to thy 
nn 
ente I fayle nat in the waye of this moꝛtall lyfe if I were 
defrauded from thy ſpꝛytuall noꝛyſhynge. 
C no my ryght mercyfull loꝛde Jeſu whanthou haſt pꝛe⸗ 
ched vnto the people / and heled them of diuers lykenes thou 
haſt ſayde Þ wyll nat leue theym faſtynge / and without re- 
feccionleſt peranenture they myght faple in they: way. Do 
wyth methan good loꝛde in that maner; ſyth thou haſt lefte 
thys holyſacrament foꝛ the comfoꝛte offepthfull people: foʒ 
thou arte the ſwete refeccion ofthe ſo wles of theym that ha- 
woꝛthely recepued and eten the / and theyſhall be pertenerg 
and inherytours of the eternal ioye.Certepne pt ys vnto me 
neceſſary that ſo oftenſynnes and ſo ſone keles and at every 
houre fayles to come vnto the:to thende that by contynuall 
dꝛyſons and confeſſions / and by the receyuynge of thy holy 
body I may puryfye / and rene we the heete of my refeccyon 
— — Mw 88 
eue / loꝛgete / and renne from my g 8. Foz 
—— and woman from they? — — befncly 
ned bntoeupll. And if thys dyuyne and godly medycyne hel⸗ 
pe bs nat: incontynent we fall vato woxſe. thys holy 
comunyon dꝛaweth men from euyll / and theym 
ingoodneſſe: fo: Jam many tymes neclygent / and 
1 22 2 ve 
ſhulde Ithanne do if Þ toke nat that medecyne / and aſkeof 


and And albe it Jam nat alwaye well dil⸗ 
Re 
| PPP 
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des inthismoztallbody / and to the entent we 
moe mynde of 
de oſteu retepue p: my 

O merueplous gentyineſſe 
war dys vs: that thou loꝛde god creatour and gyuer 


and ſpirytuallgladneſſe.D what great loꝛde receyueſt thou 
O what and howe great and hoſt enterteyneſt thou into thy 


beloued loꝛde / the heuen and erthe and all the oꝛnamentis of 


. 


haue the 
denelytes. ¶ p loꝛde god Ichall mo⸗ 
Loꝛde wpth a deuout thought 
e ot thyne vnſpekeable on 
vnto all ipiꝛptes / hathe wylled to come to one ſopoze aſoule 
with the deite / and humanyte.and my poꝛe lene ⁊ dꝛyeſoule 
hath lyſted to be made fatte with thy grace and thy holy vnc- 
cyon of thy ſwete ſpiryte. O happy thought and well happy 


Coule that deſerueth deuoutely to receyue hys god hys loꝛde 


and creature:and in that receyuynge to be fulſplled with toy 


lodgynge. Howe — then incothedony 
Howe feythefull a frende thou admytteſt vnto the. Ohowe 
good / noble / and wete eſpouſe enbzaceſte thou which ought 
to be byloued and deſy2ed aboue all thynges. O ryghtſwete 


theym holdeth ſcylence in the pꝛeſence of thy face. Foz what 
pꝛayſynge honout / and beautye they haue it ys of thy mercy 


"and largenes / and can not be lyke vnto thonour and beaute 


ol thy holy name: of thy ſapience: wherof thereysno noum- 


nother ende. 


many cõmodities be gyuenvnto them that de⸗ 
wdegn Jhumblp befechethe topzeuent mechp 

me chy 
a dleſſynges of thy lwete mekenes Ho 
chat J — —— to the holy 
Cacramentmooſtetobe magnyfied. Stere my herte ⁊ loſe it 


Feotnethevullheupnesofmymozallbody. Upſite me wyth 


or heich / and gyuemeto taſt thyſwernes ſpiti⸗ 
tually e is hydde fully in che ſacrament as in afotitapne 


' ofallſwetneſſe. Jllmyne to beholde thys greate 
— —u— 


. ˙ Ä ho⸗ 


ly ozdynaunce and not by mannys deuyſe. Foꝛthere is no mũ 
kounde able of hym ſelfe to conceyue #vnderſtandethele holy 
myſteryes whiche paſleth the ſubtylte ol aungels. ¶ Than 
Howe may J poꝛe vnwoꝛthy ſynner which t erthe 

allhesferche concepue ſo hygh tholy ſecryſpe / loꝛde I come 
vato the in ſymplenes of herte / a in ferme feythe / and by thy 
cõmaundement / ⁊ withe meke hope / an reuerence. Ind truely 
IA belpue that thau arte here pꝛeſente in thys holy ſacramente 
very god and man. Ind thou wylte Jſhall receyue the / and 
Jopne me vnto the by charyte. 2e Jhumbly pzay/ and 
requpꝛe that it may pleſe the togyuevntomethy (pecyall gra- 
ce: ſo that I may be all relented / and flowe in thy loue in ſu⸗ 
che wyſe that J hall not defyze any other conſolacyon, Foz 
thyshygh woꝛthye ſacrament ps the helthe of ſoule / and bo⸗ 
5 It ys the medycyne ot all (pyzytuall ſekenes: in the why- 
chem ſynnes be heyleed: paſſyons be refrapned: temptacios 
be ouercome / and mynyſſhed: moze greate graces be gyuyn 
the vertue begonne increaſed / faythe ys eneſtabyſſhed / hope 


ys made ſtronge and foztyfyed:charyteys bꝛannynge # (pzed 
abzode ¶ O my god the defender ol my ſoule / and the repay- 
ter ofthe weykeneſſe of man / and the lender of all \nwazde 


comfozte, Thou 
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haue noꝛ map haue ol them ſelſe / and what {02g00d- 
nes they haue it cometh ofthe. Foz of theym delle they be col- 
de harde# vndeuoute: but ofthe they be made feruent Joy- 
ous x deuoute. Foz whoys he thatcometh mykely vnto the 
fountspne of (wetnes: and ſhall notbzyngeſomelitell quan- 
tite ol ſwetnes therfrom. I ſhall al wey putmy mouthe vnto 
the hole of the heuenly pype of that founteyne: that J mape 
at che leſt take a lytell dꝛoppe to ſatyſtie my thyꝛſte:ſo that J 
be nat all dꝛye. And though J may nat be heuenly enflamed 
as ÿᷣ cherubis x ceraphyns yet wyll I enfozceme to deuociõ 
and pzepare my herte mpkeſy to recepue thys holy loupnge 
ſacrament ⁊ſhall deſpꝛe to be enbꝛaced with a lytell flame ot 
that goodly loue.O good Jeſu holy x right pyteous ſauioꝛ 
what ſo euer vertue / oꝛ — p fayleth in me: J benigly 
beleche the graciouſly ot thy pyte to ſupplye it by thy greate 
mercy. Thou that haſt called all feithfull creatures iſapige 
vnto theym. come ye all vnto me that labout ⁊ be charged: # 
— you. But alas good loꝛde I poze ſynner la⸗ 

in thelwette of my vyſage/x am tozmented with ſoꝛow 
of myhert. I amcharged with ſ ines and trauailed with tep 


tacyons / entryked and oppꝛeſſed with many puell paſſions 


And loꝛde there is none that may delyuer me oz make me ſa⸗ 
fe. but thou my god and laupour to whome Itommytt 
me and all my cauſes:to thende thou kepe me and lede me to 
the lyfe eternall; Receyue me vnto the pzatſpngesofthy na⸗ 


me that haſt made redy vnto me thy pzecyous body / a blode 
to mete and dzynke. My loꝛde god and graũte vn⸗ 
to me by thy greate bounte that recepuyngeof 
thy holy myſterye: thealfetcyon and deſpze of my deuocyon - 
| ; | 2.01 
 COtfthedygnite ol the ſacrament ofthe aultet #ofthox 
. . dzeofpzelthod, 0 Cap. v. 
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I thouhadveft the puryte of and the holines 


of (apat Johfi Baptyſt: thou nat be wozthye 
to recepue/o2trete of thatholpſi 2that is nat due 
to che merites ot men / chat a manſhulde conſecrate ⁊ treate 


ofthe (acramentof thys bleſſed body of Jeſucriſt / aud take 
in mete the bꝛede ofatingels.D great myſterpe andthemer- 
gelous dignyte ot pꝛeſtys: vnto whome tsgpuen that ;that 
is nat graunted vnto theaungels.Fo:the pꝛeſtis only duely 
oꝛdꝛed in the churche of criſt haue power to do and to conſe⸗ 
crate the holy dody of Jeſucriſte.Certepnly the pꝛeeſt is the 
myupſter oł god: vſynge the woꝛde of god: by the cõmaun⸗ 
dement and o0zdynaunce of god. But god is the pꝛyncipalla 
iuyſible werker: to whome be lubmytted all creatures to be 
oꝛdꝛed after his wyll / and all to obey vnto hys cõmaũdemẽt 
Than thou oughteſt moze to beleue in almyghty god a ip* 
tight excellent ſacramet:thanto thy ꝓpꝛe will 02 any othervi 
libletoke, Ind therfoze to thys holy werke thou oughtell to 
come with great dꝛede and reverence. Take hede than and 
le from whome thys myſterye is gyuenvnto the:andthat is 
bythe puttynge to ot the handes of the Byſſhoppe thou arte 
admyttede vnto that hye rometh. Beholde nowe thou arte 
ea pꝛeſte / and ſacreyd to do this holy miſtery. Se than 
feithfully and deuoutlp / and in due tyme thou offre thy 
ſacrpfice vnto god / and ſhewe thy ſelfe irrepꝛouable a wyth 
oute defaute. Chou haſt nat ſouſed thy charge of ge: 
but haſt bounde the wytha moe ſtrayte bonde of dilcyplyne 
pee ogra ane oc ares, mr gon: 
| to e 

allthey: example of good / and holy lyfe. Hys conuerſacyon 
ought nat to be wyth comon people / oꝛthe weyes ofcomon 
men: but wich the aungelles in heuen: oꝛ wyth 2 


in eeſte clothede wythe 
men intheerthe. ¶ The pz Ly wr 


e vnto god foz hym (elfe / v foʒ all ochet. 
— — theſygne 
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ol thetroſle:that he may contyuually — — 
ol out loꝛde ieſu crilt. Befoze hym he bereth the crofſeto the 
ende that he dilygentiy beholde the traces and the examples 
ok our loꝛde telu cxiſte: and that he feruentiy ſtudye to folow 
cheym. Behynde hym allo is ſigned wüh the croſſe to the en 
tent he ſhuldeſulfre fo the honoure of god all aduerſytyes / 
Jniuries done bnto hym of other. Befoze hym he bereth the 
croſſe fo: thatheſhulde bewaple ꝓpꝛe hys lines. Ind behide 
hym lykewyſe by great comp 
other / and to kno we hymſelfe that he is a man betwene god 
and the ſynner. Ind that he depart nat from oſon / and frõ 
d holy oblacion to the tyme p he deſerue to purchaſe the gra 
ce of god. whan the pꝛeſte ſayth malle he honoureth god / he 
gyueth io vnto the aungels;he edyfieth the churche / he — 
peth the louige people / he gyueth reſt to them chat be paſſed 
and maketh hym ſelfe partyner of all good werkes, 


CIinwarde remembzaunce and ercercyſe that a man 
ought to haue at᷑oʒe the recepuige ofthe body of our loz⸗ 
de Jelu criſt. Cap. bi. 


Oꝛde whan J thynke of thy woꝛthyneſſe and of mp 
Treat fpithynes! Jtremble ſtrongly am confouns 
dedinimyſelfe.Fo2 if I receyue the nat J fle the eternall lyfe 
xyf A vnwoꝛthyly receiue the A renne in to thy wzath what 

thanne do my good loꝛde my helper / ptectour/com- 
fozter/and ryghtſure counceller in all myne intyumytes / and 
neceTities, Teche me good loꝛde thy right weye / and pur⸗ 


poſe vnto me ſome ercercyſe couenableto the of 
 ſhysholy myſtery. Fo2 it ys neteſſarpe vnto me and 
1 — oꝛto ma⸗ 


B. ll. 


pon to ſozowe the Cinnes of 


CTheremtdzynge of his ꝓpꝛe conſcience with pour- 
pole of amendment. Caþ.vit. 


He pꝛeſte aboue al thynges oughtto deſpze withſo- 
ueraynereuerence and pzofounde mykeneſſe of hert 
full / and fermefepthe / humble hoope / and pyteous entente 
to the honour at᷑ god to celebꝛate take / and recepue this woz- 
tchylacament :examyne dylygently/ and make clere / open 
che conſcience dy true contrycion / and meke cofeſſion as far 
as he hath power:ſo that thou knowe no thige that greuethe 
oz byte thp layde conſcience / oꝛ lete the frely to come vnto the 
— haue —— 2 - —— 
and foꝛ thy ercefſes and ſynnes thou oughteſt to haue 
and loʒowe moꝛe ſpeciull. Ind if the tymeſuffreit con- 
e bnto god in ſecrete of thy herte the myſeryes of all thy 
paſſyons: wepe and haue ſoꝛowe that thou art pet ſo carnall 
and woꝛldely / and ſo euyll moztyfyedefrome thy paſſpons 
ſo full ot mocpons and concupiſcences / ſo euyll compoled / x 
oꝛdꝛed in thy outwarde wittes lo often appliede vnto vayne 
kantaſies:ſo moch enclyned vnto outwarde thinges: ſo nec⸗ 
ligent in the in warde lpirituall thinges lo redy to and 
toalldiColucion : ſo harde to wepe #to cõpuncepon:ſoredy 
to folowe the loſe mauer and the pleaſures of the fleſſhe: and 
ſo ſlowe and dull totheferuour of vertue:ſo curious to behol 


-ſureofthy 


name 
Teat is to knowe thy ſoule and body comyttynge feythfully 


ner: but rather wy 
— — 4 — paces: but 
eee vnto hym. | 
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—— moued vnto wꝛath / ſo eaſelyſtired:to the diſple 
a 
ous in ꝓlperite / lo weyke tn — often po 
many goodthynges/and lytell ER YEIIEAR 
(Theſe and other thy defautes with 

ꝓpꝛe fragyly 
Set the than with full purpoſe alweycs to amende thy ſelfe 
and to pfytefrom better vnto better / and afteroffre thy ſelfe 


with —— xentyer wyll to the hononre otmy 
perpeluallſacryfpce withyn the aulter ofthyne herte, 


vnto me /thatthonſo may deſcrue wo to come and of- 
fre thyſ actytyce to god and to retevue the lactament of my 


bodyhelthefultp. Foꝛ no oblacion is moꝛe woꝛthy noꝛ no ſa⸗ 


tyſfaction can beſo great foꝛ to deface the ſyrmes oł man: as 


to offre hym ſelfe to god purely / and entyerſy with the obla- 
tcpon ot the holy body of Cryſt Jeſu in the maſſe and the ho- 


ly communyon. And they who ſomeuer ſhall do as moche 
as lieth in theim and haue very repentaunce ol thyꝛ offences 
paſſed: as oſt as they ſhall come vuto me they ſhall recouet 
pardon and grace. ct, am lyfe and wyll nat the deith of aſpn- 

that he retourne and lyue a gane. And 


Of oblaclonof Jeſu Crilt in theeroleof te⸗ 
[ignaconthatmanſbulde make ot hymſelfe. Ca. viii. 
85 —— offre my ſelfe / and my kree wyll vnto 
ou fader my handes ſpꝛede on the croſſe / and my 
ſynnes. fa nh — 15 te⸗ 


5 . 
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ſoloone withdzawen / lo ſeldome well gadzed vnto thyſetfe 


/ſo haſty to iuge / ſo roughe in repuynge / ſo top 
— 


ozo we / great dyſplea⸗ 
teconfeſſed and ſozowfully de wept. 


thou mayſt. whataſke J ofthe moze but that 17 
reſpgne thy ſelfe vnto crew. thynge ſo euer 
thou gyueſt vnto me: haue no cure. Foz I demaunde nat 
thy gyftes; but only thy ſelfe. Is no thynge ſhuldeſuffpce 
vnto the wythoute me. Lyke wyſe no thynge mape pleaſe 
vnto me what ſo euer thou ſhalte gyue thou offre nat thy ſel 
e vnto me. Otte the than gyue the holly vnto me. a that ob 
lacyonſhalbe acceptable. Beholde J dyd offre myſelfe holy 
vnto my fader foz the / and foꝛthe J dyd gyue all mp body x 
blodetotheende that I ſhulde be all hole thyne / x thou myne 
alſo. But and thou reſt inthy ſelfe and with good wyll pꝛelẽt 
the nought vnto me: thane there is no full oblacyon nouther 
entyer parfyte vnyon betwene vs. Foz the freoblacys ofthp 
ſelfe in to the handes ofalmyghty god:ought to go befozeal 
thy werkes if thou wylte opteyne lybertye d And the 
lace of thys is the cauſe that ſo fewe folke be lllumyned and 
haue (nwarly lybettye. Foꝛ they can nat renounce them Cſelfe 
My ſentence is ferme / ⁊ ſtable:that none may be mp diſciple 
he renounceth all that he hath. Than — 


without 

. me wihelens | 
| Chat weoughttoolfce vntogodallthatwehave1s 
_  topzapefozallpeople. Caß. x. 


Ode all thynges that be in heut and in erthe be thy- 
. and my wpyſly — be —— the 
g : * | 


A 
* 


the fy: day that I be⸗ 
Forge any wyle myght ſynne vnto thys pꝛeſente a 
IA beſecheche to 1 the bz 


Daye. 
e ye of 
charyte: and to deface / and put awey all the condylyons of 
my ſynnes. Clenſe my — from all ſynne / and reſto⸗ 


r 'F , wy 


e I haue loſte. Ind perfect 


re it vnto thy grace: that by ſ 
ly pardone me oft all myne 


fightly the l wete kyſſynge of peas. what map J do moꝛe foz 
me ſynne: but mekely confeſſetheym with loꝛo wfull wepig. 


ö 

| 

| and inceſſauntiy pꝛapinge the ofthy pyte ous mercy, 
| ¶ Jbeſeche the loꝛde exalte me: 2 whan 
| 


Jam befoze the.O my good loꝛde ſoueraynly all my ſynnes 
dyſpleaſith me. and by thy grace J wyll neuer them 
agayne:but euer ſhall haue ſoꝛowe fo: theym as longe as Þ 
| ſhall lyue:and ſhalbe redy to do penaunce / ⁊ make ſatiſfac⸗ 
| cyonofthe beſt of my lytell power. ¶ Wherfoꝛe nowe good 
lozde pardon me ot my great and abhompnable ſynnes and 
fozhonour of thy holy name ſaue my ſoule whiche thou haſt 
derelp bought with thy mooſt pꝛecyous blode. And J com⸗ 
mytte me good loꝛde vnto thy great mercy / and reſigne me 
hoolp vnto thy handes. Do with me Loꝛde after thy boũte 
and nat aſtet my malpte / and iniquite. 
¶ Alo J offre vnto the all my dedes that Jhaue dane: al- 
be it they be full fewe / and vnperfight: that thou maiſt (anc; 
t amende theym as they be agreable/ x acceptable vn 


—— NG and viwoathp ſyn⸗ 


uae the deſpzes of all deuowte 
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rendes / and of all theym that haue done me goode / 02 
and all foz thy loue / and they that 
en valley oe cop 8 


I EE Ine 


ences: that I map recepue pcre- 


And alwoyes good loꝛde dꝛawe me from bettet to bet 
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parelsby thy grace/x delyueraũce of peynes ſo as they may 
peide vnto the Jop # gladnes with magnyfyinge# pꝛaiſige 
of cheyꝛ delpueraunce. 

CJ offrevntothe alſo pzayers#holy oblacions fo: al them 
ſpecyally that hath cauſed vntomeheupues / hurte / 02 an 
manerofdamage. ¶ And lyke wpſefo2 theym that J haue 
troubled / greued / vered } 02 ſclaundꝛed in wo2des / oz dedes 
knowyngly / ignorauͤtly to the ende bleſſed loꝛde that we all 
map bepardonedofouroffeſis donthe one agaynſt 5ᷣ other 
And good lo2de Jeſu take from our hertis allſuſpecis /w2a- 
the + mdignacion/and all that may bꝛeke / oꝛ let charyte oꝛdi⸗ 
mynpſche vs from thy eternall loue. O lo2de haue ppte. bleſ⸗ 
ſed Jeſu haue pyte:⁊ apue thy mercy vnto all theym that al⸗ 
keth it: and thy grace vnto theym that hauenede. And make 
vs ſo woꝛthy to haue that grace that we map go vntothe ly⸗ 
fe eternall. men. 650 


¶¶ Chatthe holy ſacrament ought nat lygytely to be 


foꝛboꝛne. Caß . x. 
C behoueth the often to tetourne vnto the fountayne 
ot / mercy / bountyt / pyte and putyte: that thou 


mayſt be clenſed from thy vites a paſſions:ſo as thou maiſt 
be made moꝛe ſtronge / and wakynge agaynſt all temptact- 
ons and ſubtyll craftes of the lende. Foꝛ thy ennempe kno- 
wyngethe greate frute / and remedyeofreceuigeof this ho⸗ 
lylacrament entoꝛcethe hym by allmanerof accaſyons that 
he map to dꝛawe the vnto — and letteth the fey⸗ 
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purpoſe ok that holy body that they at thattyme come foꝛ to 
recepue: but we ſhulde take no thought noꝛ feare ofthe craf- 
ty cautiellesofthatfalſe enempe p be ſo foule ⁊ hoꝛryble:but 
all ſuche fanteſpes we ſaulde caſt agayne at the hede of that 


wicked ſpirite. it is a poꝛe mpſchyuous ſpirite that ſo letteth 


#mockety vs. Ind foꝛ any aſſaultes o2comocons that he ex⸗ 
cyteth. thys holy ſacrament ought nat to be lefte. Alſo often 
tymes to great ſolicytude foꝛ deuocion to be had letteth and 
ſomtyme cerpouſnes of conteſſpon to be made: But do after 
the councell ofthe wyſe / and take a wap this anxietye x ſtry- 
ple: fo2 it letteth the grace of god / and deſtroyeth deuocyon 
And leue not theholp recepuynge of Jeſu cryſt foꝛ Iytell tri- 
bulacõn.oꝛ deieccion / puſpllanympte: but wyth good wyll 
go vnto the cõfeſſour / and pardon all other that haue offens 
dedthe:and it thou yaue offended any other mekely aſke foꝛ 
gyueneſſe. And thanne dꝛede not: but god wyll pardon the. 
what pfiteth it longe to tary frome confeſſion / oꝛto deferre 
the receyuynge ol thy bleſſed ſaupour. Firſt pourge the and 
caſt out the venym / and than haſte the to take the remedye 
And thouſhalte fele the moche better:thann yf tyou haddeſt 
deferred it. Fo: if thou thys day lyue the holy receyuige fo: 
coldnes ot deuocion x feblenes of mynde:parauenture to mo 
rowe thou ſhalte fynde thy ſelfe moꝛe ſlacke:and ſo loge wy- 
thdꝛawe that thou ſhaltkynde thy ſelfemoche wozſe / moꝛe 
vnable. Than as ſoone as thou maiſt: take awey this feble⸗ 
neſſe ot mynde and the ſpyte offlowth.Fo2 al wey only to be 
in anguyſſhe and heuyneſſe of thy ſynne: paſſynge the tyme 
in trybulacyon / and foꝛ dayly obſtacles iperfeccions to with 
dꝛawe the from theſe dyuyne myſteryes: wythout tournige 
vnto the pytyous merpte or our ſaciyour cryſte Jeſu. it hel⸗ 
peth the nought: But greatly the longe taryingeto receyue 
thy laueour / anoeyth / and taryethe the / aſhall bꝛynge dayly 
vnto the a moꝛeſlouthfulneſſe. ¶ Büt alas foꝛ ſoꝛowe:ſome 
colde / and deſolate perfones gladely ſcke cauſes oftarpinge 
from confeſſion / and from the teceyuynge of chis ho lyſatta 


— — — 


ment / and lo that they couete many delayes: leſte they ſha!l 
be bounde to gyue theym lelfe to a ſtraytter maner in the oꝛ⸗ 
ꝛe ofthey: lytc. Alas ho we lytel charpte 3 howe ſklender de 
uooyon haue they that putteth a wepe ſo eaſelythe recepuln⸗ 
ge ot thys holy lacrament.O ho we happy be they and agre- 
able vndo almyghty god that le deth ſo holy a lyle: that they 
may kepe their conſcience in clene and pure dꝛede:ſo as they 
map dayly diſpole and make theym redy / and wyth greate 
affeccion deſpꝛe to recepue that holy ſacrament: if it were le⸗ 
full at all typmes. Meuettheles ſomtyme by mekenes to ab⸗ 
ſtepne oz fo2 other lefull cauſes that may lett withreuerence 
is to be pꝛayſed: But if ſlouthe /02 neclygenceholde hym: he 
ought to endeuour hym as far as in hym ys / a our loꝛdeſchall 
be pſent at his deſyze:which wyll ſpecially beholde his good 
wyll. but whau he is lawfully let / if pe haue a good wpll / + 
pyteous mynde to receyue his maket: yet he ſhall not fayle 
to haue the frute of that bleſſed lacrament. Foꝛ euerp pſone 
wyth perfite deuocyon may euety day receyue that holy ſa⸗ 
crament ſpũ ally to his without denpinge. z in certei⸗ 
ne tymes x dapes eſtablyſſed: he ought 8 receyue the body 
of his ſaueout with effectuall reuerence ſatramentally. Ind 
chat to ſeche ⁊ to do it moꝛe to the pꝛaiſpnge ⁊ the honoure ot 
or almyghty than to his owne conſolacon. Fo2as ofcen as 

ſpũallp is comuned refreſſed iuyſibly: ſo often he remc⸗ 
bzeth deuoutly the myſterpe of the icarnacon of criſte / a hys 
peintull paſſion ⁊ is kindled in the loue of hym: he that other 
wyſe nat pᷣpayꝛeth bym lelfe but at the tyme ofa greate fetſt 
o2ellys by cuſtome he is cõpelled. he (hall often tymcs be ful 
bnredy. Bleled is he that offres hym ſelfe vnto almyghty 
as oſt as he doth maſſe oz ellis recepueth this honorable 
And in doynge this myſterye / nat taryige / no2 
to haſty:but kepe the comõ maner oe ae key thou leueſt 
amõge. Thou oughteſt nat to do that theherers therof take 
greue rarer men ne thecomon way after thoꝛdy⸗ 
naũces ofthe holp faders. And do rather coferme the / tothe 


— 


n rere rn _— — 2 


1 r / // SE e acc AC n '" 


aa + r r ocuÞ£X dt ca oo Oc _ owt 


rere 


ei ATEM IE eeeeeern 


+0 Rang thyne owne deuotyon 0: pꝛyuate ple 


C:Howethe bleſſed body of our loꝛde Jeſu criſte is gre: 
atly neteſſarye foz che helth of mannpsſoule. Ca. xi. 
O Jeſu ho we great conſolacpon d ſwetnes 
ys it to a deuoute Soule to ete withe the at thy dpner 
where none other mete is gyuen but thy ſelfe whiche art the 
only louer F oughteſt to be deſyꝛed aboue all deſyꝛes of man 


nys herte. i ho wel wete a thynge ſhulde it be in thy pꝛeſence 
fromthe bottam of the herte to lende oute teris:to dewe / and 


weſſhe thy Þcyous fete withthe pyteous Mowdeleyne. But 
where is that deuocyon / oꝛthe plenteous effuſion of holy te⸗ 
rys:certenly in beholdynge the wythe thy holy aungels. All 
my herte ought to bꝛenne x wepe with ioye: fo; I haue very⸗ 
ly the plẽt be though thou hyd vnder a ſtrange lykenes. foz 
myne iyen myght not ſuffite to beholde the in thipzopze and 
godly clernes / noꝛ all the woꝛlde might nat abide to beholde 
the clerens of thy (op and maieſte. wherfoꝛe good loꝛde thou 
helpeſt my weykenes / in that it plealſeth the to couer thyſelfe 
vnder the fourme of p holyſacrament. J verily woꝛſhip the 
whome che aunge's wo in heuen. but in me it is as pet 
but ifeith:x the atigels woꝛſhip the there i thin owne likenes 
without couerture. I mult be content wich true feythe+ ſo 
walke tyll the day come ofeternall clernes whan the ſhadow 
offyguresſhallfynyThe.Foz whan chat pfecte day ſhallco⸗ 
me che vſage ofthis holp ſacrament ſhall ceas. Foꝛ they that 
be bleſſed in the heuẽly lope / ſhall haue no nede of any ſacra- 
Es 
ryraceto 
fourmed rom — — 


henſible.thep ſhall taſt the ſone ol god made man: as he was 
beenden mee dn 


me greuous whanne Jrememdzethoſ 
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eſolonge as Iſe nat my loꝛde god in hys gloꝛy. Loꝛde 
ou arte my wytnes that no thynge can gyue vnto me 
—.— no no creature may gyue vnto me teſt: but thou 
my loꝛde god whome J deſyre eternally to beholde, ¶ But 
that is a thynge to me nat poſſible: whyle J am in this moz- 
tall lyte. wherfoze it behoueth me with great pacyence to oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe my ſelfe / and mykely to ſubmytte me to the in all my deſi- 
res. ¶ Good Loꝛde thy ſayntes that nowe lope wyth the in 
the kyngdome ofheuen : abode the comynge ol thy toy with 
— the and pacyente as longe as they lyued. I beleue 
eſame that they beleued / a hope as they haue hoped: and 
truſt by the meane of thy grace to come thederas they nowe 
be. In the meane whple J (hall in good a faſt be com⸗ 
fozted by examples of holy ſayntes. Ao J haue full vertu⸗ 
ous x holy bokes foz the conſolacion and myzrour of my life 
and aboue all theſe thynges thy rightſacred body foꝛ my ſin 
guler retuge z remedpe. I fele that two es be vnto me 
ryght neceſ[arye: without whome this miſetable lyfeſhuld 
bevnto me inpoꝛtable: Foꝛ as longe as Iſhall be holden in 
thys pꝛeſent bodp: I cofelſe me to haue nede oftwo thynges 
that ysto knowe of mete and lyght. But therfoze thou haſt 
gyuen vnto me whyche am poꝛe # ſyke thy holy body to the 
rette olf my loule a bodl.Alſo thou haſt put betoʒe my 
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whiche thou haſt mynyſtred vnto vs by thy ſeruaũtes pꝛo⸗ 
phetes l apoſteles / and other doctours. And J yelde vnto p 
chankynges ageyne creatout ⁊ tedemet of mankynde which 
haſt declared thy greate charyte vnto all the woꝛlde:⁊ haſle 
pꝛepared thys topalſouꝑ in the whiche thou haſt nat purpo 
fed to be eten the fyguratyue lambe: but thy moſt holy body 
and pꝛecious blode reioiſynge all ihy creatures by that hoo⸗ 
leſt and ſwetiyfulfyllyngecheym with that helthfull chaleyg 
wherin be hyd all the belytes and ioyes of patadyſe: and the 
holy anũgeis be fedde with vs with ſwetneſſe moche plentu- 
dus. O ho we greate and honozable ys the offyce of pꝛeſtes: 
towhome is gyuen power to conſecrate by dyuyne woꝛdeg 
to bleſſe with they: lyppes to holde with theit handeg vecey- 
ue wich they mouthes / r to mynyſter vnto other the loꝛde / x 
god of all maieſte. O ho we clene ought tobe the haͤdes: how 
pure the mouthe ho we holy the body / and howe vndefylede 
theherte oꝛ a pꝛeſt.vnto whome ſo often entreth the auctour 
ofallpurpte.Certeinly from the mouthe ot a pꝛeſt ought no 


- wozde to pꝛocede:but that / that were honeſt aud pꝛofytable 


that ſo often receyueth the ſacrament of the holy dody of ieſu 
criſt. hys tyen ought to be ſymple #ſhamefaſt that ſo cuſto⸗ 
mably beholdeth the holy body. The handes pure to lifte vp 
bnto heuen:whiche handeleth the creature of heuen / xerthe 
Fo2ſ1 > bom told ye — A 
pour ſozdegodam holy. O godomnipo ygrace 

to vs helpynge ſo that we whiche haue taken the office oft 
hode map reuerentiy x deuoutly ſerue the with all puryte / 
good 2lciece.#if we may not lyue ĩſo great innocency ot life 
as we ought to do:giue vs grace at the leeſt that we may we 
pe i ſoꝛowe the that we haue co don ſo 
t in ſpirituall mekenes / ⁊ purpoſe of good wyll we maye 


ho we great diligence he ought to pꝛepayre gym 
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if ſayth Tthelouerof putyte x the liberal gy⸗ 
uerofailholynes:J ſerche the pure clene herte + there 
wyll J reit. Make tedy than foz me thy herte / i J ſhalbe w 
the than: as J was with my diſcyples. It Eſter Ichallcome 
#dwell with the if thou wplte:but thanne it behouethe the to 
muditye x clenſe the habitacõn of thy herte fro allſpnnes: le- 
ue all bꝛute ⁊ nopſe of the woꝛlde with all thy vyces a incloſe 
and lhet the in thy chambꝛe as dooth a ſolytazp byꝛde vnder 
the tueſynges ol an hous.⁊ remembꝛe allthe exceſſes i all thi 
defauttes commptted: with all thy loule x bitternes of herte. 
F024 good frende wyll make redy tohis welbeloued frende 
a good and a pleſaũt place to dwell in / x in p doynge is well 
knowen with what good affeccion herecepuethe his ſayde 
rende. It is fo2trouthe that thou oughteſte to vnderſtande 
that thou mayſte natſatyfpye by any meryte oz labour of thy 
ſelfe: nat and thou dydeſt labour withthe beſte of thy power 
by a hole pete thought thou hadeſt none other thynge to do. 
But thouſhalt vnderſtande that by my only power and gra 
ce:is ꝑmytted / ægraũted vnto the to come vnto my table. x 
Ha poꝛeman werecalled vnto the table ofa ryche loꝛde: and 
the poꝛe man had none other thynge to gyue ageyne foꝛÿ be 
nefptes of that ryche man / butſwetely / àᷣmekelp to thanke 
hymhe wolde do it. ſo oughteſt thou to do diligently as mo⸗ 
che as is in the: nat by cuſtome / oʒ neceſtite: But wyth all 
dꝛede / reuerente / z affeccyon. Thou oughteſt to take P bleſ⸗ 
{pd body of our loꝛde god: ſythe that it lyſtethe hym to come 
vnto che. Certeynly J am he that callethe the: I haue com⸗ 
maũded it ſo to be done / ⁊ Ichall ſupplpe that faylethe in the 
wherfoꝛe come and receyue me. ⁊ n han in that doige J giue 
vnto the the grace of deuocon:yeld thou thankes vnto methi 
god. at thynkynge that thou art woꝛthy therof ofthpſelfe 
but that I haue had mercy ofthe. and yf thou haue nat chat 
grace whan thou woldeſt: but fele thy ſelfe dꝛye / x vnluſty: 
pet contynue thy oꝛyſon with (o2orefull wepyngt / and ſmyte 


et my doze wythoute ceaſynge vnto the tyme dyou maps re⸗ 
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cepue alytelcrome oꝛ dꝛope ofhelthefulkgrace,xknowit of 
trouththou haſt moche nede of me: and Jhaue none of the. 
Thou comeſtnat to ſanctifſpe me:but J am hethatſhall ſan⸗ 
tykye the / ĩ make the better to the ende that thou mayſte be 
vnight with me to receyue newe grace x purpoſe amẽdemet 
Be nat in wyll to deferre me grace:but with all dilygence p⸗ 
pꝛapꝛʒe thy hette to tecepue withi the thy louynge loz de. ⁊ nat 
only thys pꝛepapꝛe the beſoʒe thy cõmunpon / dut alſo mapn⸗ 
tepne a kepe the aftet the retepuynge of thy ſaid holy ſacra- 
ment i that ſame deuociõ ĩ as moche as thou maiſt. Foꝛthou 
oughtelt to haue no leſſe dylygẽte than thou haddeſt afoze, 
Foꝛ the good ⁊ dilygent kepynge ofthy ſoule after the recei⸗ 
uynge ofthe bleſſed lacramẽt is a good pparacon to obteine 
the moꝛe great grace. And they that ſo donat:ſhewe the ſelſe 
y tuyll diſpoſed / whan they habandowne them ſelle ſo 
done ⁊ ſo largely to outwarde ſolace / ⁊ m warde pleaſures 
wherfoze kepe the from great brute ⁊ ſpekinge / a abyde in ỹ 
ſecretegraces ⁊ frutes of thy god. foꝛ thou halt hym p all the 
woꝛlde may nat take a wey / J am he to whome thou ough⸗ 
teſt to gyue the byſuche maner that from henſfozth thou liue 
nomoꝛe in thy ſelfe:dut in me only. 

CYHowethe deuout ſoule oughtelkectuoully wich al his 
to be vnight vnto Jeſu criſt. Ca.xiii. 
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ſole / a that I may open to the all my hert /x iop with ỹ 
as my poꝛe loule deſyeth / ⁊that here be no creature to behol 
de me:but thou alone to ſpeketo me /x Ito the goode loꝛd as 
ofcuſtome one frende ſpeketh to another ſecretly : hereof J 
deſire + pꝛale 5̊ ode ieſuto thende þ I map fully bevnyght 
bnto 5ᷣ ⁊ withdꝛam my hert fro all other creat thiges that 
map ÿ lonet lerne 5ᷣ et᷑nall à heutly thiges by Þ meane of 
receiuige ofthis holy lactamtt. Alas my good loꝛd whaſhal 
Ibe bnight z gadzed allhole i y / z vtterly toꝛgete my ſelfe. 
—— W che. ⁊ thus aſſembled make vs d well to 
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pleaſed thy benygnegraceto beinhabitedinmy ſoulealithe 
dayes of my lyfe. Thou arte my peſeable well: in whome ys 
ſouereyne peas and true reſt:without the there ys no thinge 
but labour / ſoꝛow / a infinyte myſery. Thou my god art clo⸗ 
ſed z hyd in councel of thy famyliars: whiche be nat comune 
to the euyll folkes. ¶ But thy familiat ſpekynge is with the 
mee ⁊ lymple folkes. O lo2de howe goode benygne / d ſwe⸗ 
te ys thy ſpitite whiche to the ende thou maiſte ſhe we vnto Þ 
(ones a chyldꝛen thy l wetnes:haſt vouchedſaue to refreſſh 
—— vor Ws theym refeccion of thy rpght ſwete 
dꝛede delcended lrom heuen. Certeynly there ys none other 
lo great a nacion lackynge criſtis feithe that hath their god⸗ 

dig ſo nere vnto them as thou arte our god / ⁊ loꝛde to all thy 
feithfull cryſtenpeople:to whome thou gyueſt thy bleſed bo 
dy to ete foꝛ theyꝛʒ dayly cõfoꝛte / and to reyſetheyz hettes to 
hyghe celeſtiall thynges. O what other folkes be there ſo no 
ble as be the criſten people.oꝛ what creature is there ſo ſtrõg 
ly beloued vnder heuen as is the deuoute ſoule ĩ whom god 
entreth and gyueth fedynge with his owne glorious fleſſhe 
and blode. O grace ineſtymable ⁊ merueplous woꝛthyneſſe 
Oloue — meſure ſyngulerly ſhewede vnto man: But 


whatſhall — /# wherwith ſhall I recũpence 


thys ſo great grace ⁊ charite. Truely there is no Jmai 
6 ———— 
tely vntohym. And whan my ſoule ſhalbe perfitely vnight 


with hym: ThanCſhall my in warde parties ioy. And thanne 
mp loꝛde wyll (ay vnto me / If thou wylt be with me J wyll 
be withe the. And Jſhall hym:bleſſed lo2de I beſe⸗ 
ä— —-V—ð n Ru 
withthe inſepable withoutdepartynge. 


COfcheby deſire that lome creatures haue in y 
— — | Ca. xiiii. 
G great is che multytude of thy ſwetneffe/ 
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rem?bzeme of manp deuoute pſones:thathauecometo this 
holy ſacramet withſo great feruẽt affeccon/adeuocpon. 
am than manp tymes i myſeite cofuſed/a haue great ſha⸗ 
methat J go vnto the aulter a table ofthat holy communp⸗ 
on(d rudely with ſo colde deuocion / ⁊ am ſo dye without af 
feccion othert. am abaſſhed that J am nat all hole iflamed 
i chy plẽce / a ſo ſtrõgly dꝛawẽ / z eſtableſſhed as many good 
deyoute perſones haue ben. whyche by the greate deſpꝛe of 
thysholyſacrament ⁊ ſenſible loue of hert myght nat cõtep⸗ 
ne ne witholde them from wepynge. But effectuouſly wyth 
mouthe / hert / ĩ body came vnto that good lozde:as to the ly⸗ 
qyngefountayne of all bountye /⁊ may nat attayne tofulfyll 
they hungre: but if they take thy holy body whiche they ſo de 
ſioꝛouſl / affeccõnally / ⁊ ſpiritually map recepue, O true / # 
benygne ſeythe of theym that p̃uably ſheweth the omament 
of thy holy plence. To them ys verely kno wen theyꝛ god in 
bꝛekynge of bꝛede / whiche bꝛenneth and bꝛoileth lo ſtrongly 
the herter ot them in the loue of Jeſu Criſt.Certeynly ſuche 
affeccion / deuocön / z vehement bzennynge loue is fary from 
me. O good lwete x benygne Jeſu be vnto me pyteous / and 
redy to gyue and graunt to thy poꝛe begger ſomtyme to kele 
a lytell of that hertelp loue and affeccion in the receyuinge of 
thy holy body:tothe ende that my feythe may be moꝛe ferme 
meſo — — — and —— — 
inflamed that J mape experientiy haue 
. nnat hat neuer may fayle. I kno we cetteinly the 
t ofthy mercy may lẽde me thy grace ſo moche deſired 
and vyſete me benygly with a bꝛennynge ſpyryte whan the 
day of thy good pleãſure ſhall come. Andthough i be nat i⸗ 
flamed with ſo great deſyze of thy ſpecyall deuout thynges 
pet haue J deſyĩe by thy grace to be iflamed with that bzen- 
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bzed in they deyout company. Amen. 


Ci. 


- deſpiſe/xcontempne theymlelfe x all the lowe thynges / the 


* CHowemekely thou oughtelt to beſeche the grace ofde- 
uocion and to tenounce thy ſelle. Cap. xv. 
Þ. ng poo the inſtauntiy to ſeche the grace of deuo⸗ 
A..cyon / x to aſke inceſſantly to abyde it paciently feith- 
fully /iopouſly to receiue tt/x mekely to conlerue.x withthat 
ſtudioully toremytt vnto god the tyme ⁊ the maner of his ſo 
ucrapne vyſitacõn / vnto the tyme his pleaſure be to come vn 
tothe. pꝛicipally thou oughteſt to mee the / whẽ thou felyſt 
but litell deuocion within the. koꝛ all that thou oughteſt nat 
to late thy ſelfe to fall / oꝛ ſoꝛowe to mocheiozdinatily.Foz full 
often our bleſled loꝛde in a ſhoꝛt momẽt gyueth the which be 
koze he hath longe tyme denyed. Allo — . 
che ende of pꝛaiours that he dyd deferre atPÞ begynnige of 
lame. It alwey grace were ſoſone gyuen p ama might ha⸗ 
ue it at his wyll oz wyſche / it ſhulde nat be eaſely bozneof a 
wepk x inpfect ſoule. And therfoze in good hope meke pact 
ence the grace of deuocion ought to be abydenxP oughteſte 
to ipute it vnto thy ſelfe ⁊ to thy ſinnes when it is nat gyuen 
vnto the oz when it is ſecretly take awey frome the ſomtyme 
— — ik that may 
be called litell p letteth ſo great a vaue. But be it litel oꝛ great 
ik chou take that ſame awey x pfectly ouertome it thou ſhalt 
obteyne that thou deſpꝛeſt 02 incõtynt̃t that thou with all thy 
herte haſt geuen thy leite to god. And therfozelechenat this 
no2 þ at thy pleafure: but put the hole in the handes of god 
Thouſhalt certen!y fynde thy ſelfe vnyght vnto hym / and in 
7 Feathers nathouge!'Þ 
oſauery 2 pleaſaũt/as is the pleaſure ⁊ deuyne wyll of god 
Than who ſomeuer lyft vp his intent vnto god with aſym- 
ple perfecte herte/ſo voyde hym a make hym naked from all 
diſozdinatloue oꝛ pleaſure to any creatthyngesof al won 
de he is moſt mete to reteyue the gyft ofdeuocion. Fozowre 
loꝛde gaue his bleſſynge there where he foũde theveſſelscle- 
ne ⁊ voide. And the moze perfectly that any renoũtce moꝛtifie 
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ſoner grace ſhall entre ⁊ copiouſly aboũd ſo that he ſhall fele 
ne ped — — — — etc 
habounde;x meruelouſly Joy w 

inhymlelfe fo: that the hand of god ſhalbe ouer wym and he 
(hall{ubmytte hym perpetually into hys holy handes. Ind 
ſolhall the man be bleſled that ſecheth god with all his hertc 
dt his ſoule ſhall be taken in vayne werkes. But ſuche onecer- 
teynly in the recepupngethe holy body of Jeſu Criſte metp⸗ 
tech and deſerueth the grace ol deuyne vnyon bnto god. 

¶ foꝛ he beholdeth nat only hys pꝛopꝛe deuocion / cõlola⸗ 
cyon:but the great honoure ⁊ glory ot god. 


¶ Howe we oughtto ſhewe ournecellites vnto ieſu criſt 

and aſke hum benygne — 1 Cap. xvi. 
O ſwete à moſt beloued loꝛde / whiche J nowe ve 
| lire to recepue.Thou good lozdeknowelt theſitkenes 
of loule and neceſſyte that I ſuffre. In what euylles / andot⸗ 
ces — — ane on nr 
bled and dyſſolute. I come vnto the loꝛde to haue conſolacy⸗ 
on and comfozt.J(peke to the loꝛde thou kno weſt all my (e- 
crete and in warde thoughtes/ be manpfeſte / x open 
vnto the. It is thou only that mapeſte heipe me fo: 
thou kno weſte what vnto me neceſlarye: and of what goo⸗ 
des aboue all ochet I haue mooſte nede. 
¶ àubeit I am pooꝛe in vertue: alas yct mercptull loꝛde be⸗ 
holde me beynge here befoꝛe the poꝛe and naked: demaund⸗ 
vnge pyteouſly thy ſwete grace ⁊ mercy. Ind geue thy po- 
ze begger that dyeth foꝛ hunger lome ol thy heuẽly refeccon 
and chafe my colde herte wyth the benn inge flame ol thy lo 
ne. And illumpne me chat am blyndede / and maye nat ſee: 
with that clerenes of thy pꝛeſence. ¶ Take awape from my 
thought: al the erthely and inwardelpe thynges: and turne 
theym vnto me and make me thynke theym foule and bytter 
and all greuous andcontrarye vnto me. 
¶ And they that maye pfeale the: I mape tate allo inplea- 


ſure. Ind allerthely creat thynges to haue in oblyupon / and 
redꝛeſſe my herte to wardis the into heuen. Ind late me nat 


x conſolacon;:my mete# dꝛynke:my loue and all my ioye: ſo 
that my wyllbe chaunged.enflamed and bꝛenne allvnto the 
So that Imap be made a ſpirite a inwardly vnight vnto þ 
by grace / a bꝛennynge loue.and ſuffre me nat bleiſed ſauy⸗ 
out to deꝑte from the faſtpnge a dꝛye witch hunger a thurſt: 
but do wich me mercyfully:as often: as thou haſt done mer- 
velouſly in thy holy ſeruauntes. what meruele is it vnto me 
that am nat all enflamed in the:ſeynge that thou arte the bꝛẽ 
nynge fpze alwey illumpnynge and lyghtnynge the vnder⸗ 
ſtandynge of thy creatures. 


¶ Olche bꝛenynge loue x great affeccion that we ſhul 
haue to recepue out ſaupour criſt ieſu. Caß.xvii. 
(Om god iſoueratne deuocõn bꝛennynge loue / and 
all feruent offeccion of herte: I deſpze as manp other 
holy / j deuoute ꝑſones haue deſpzed to teceyue which hath 
ben greatly plealaũt vnto the holynes of their Ipfe by great 
deuocyon.D my god and eternal loue ⁊ my eternall fel icy- 
te. I by ryght greate deſire wyſſhe to recetue the as woꝛthe 
ly / and as reuerently as euet dyd any of thy holy ſeruaũtes. 
All de it that Jam nat woꝛthy to haueſo greate felynges of 
deuocion:pet offre J vnto the thaffeccions ot my hert asve- 
rely as though J had all the x flamynge delyzes 
that they had. Alſo J gyue and offre vnto the inſoueraine re 
uerence /x veneracõn: all that a good debonayet herte mape 
conteyne. Ind wyll nat noz couete to reſerue any thynge to 
ER eee 
my is. Loꝛde god my cre: 
ature ⁊ tedemer thys day J deſire to reteyue the withſuche 
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wauer noꝛ erre vpon erthe:but thou only to be my ſwetneſſe 
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mekely ⁊ deuoutly vnto thaũgell þ ſhewede vnto hirthcho- 
ly myſtery of the incarnacion ofthe: theſonne of god. Cl e 
here the hande mayde of god / ſo be it done as thou halt (aid 
And the right excellent pꝛecurſoꝛ ſaynt Johñ Baptyſte that 
wyth great Joy ſpꝛange in thy pꝛeſence by inſpiracion ofp® 

holy gooſt thanne beynge wythin the wombe of his moder. 
And afterwarde beholdynge the Jeſu walkynge mekely a- 
monge menhe greatly mekinge hym ſelfe to the lame wyth 
a deuout mynde ſayde. The frede of the ſpouſe ſtandeth and 
harkeneth 3 wyth cõfoꝛte Joyes foꝛ to here the b oyce of the 

ſpouce. And ſo J wiſche to be enflamed with great a holy de- 
(y2e/ x with all my herte pꝛeſent me vnto the:x fo2 that I gy- 

ue ⁊ offre vnto the foꝛ me / ⁊ foꝛ all theim that be recomended 

vnto my pꝛayers: all the Jubylacons of deuout hertis wyth 

bꝛennynge affeccions:that exceſſyue thoughtis:the hye and 

ſpũall illumpnacõns / ⁊ the heuenly vicons wyth all the ver⸗ 

tues / apꝛaiſynges as well celebꝛate as to be celebꝛate of all Þ 
creatures ofheuen x erthe :to thende that thou loꝛde be woꝛ⸗ 
thely pzayſed xppetually glozyfyed of allcreatures beſeche- 
pnge the loꝛde torecepuemy pꝛaiers x deſpꝛes of thy infinite 
benediccions ⁊ pꝛayſynges without ende: which rightwiſly 
be due vnto the after the greate habũdaunce ⁊ multytude of 
thy ineſtymable magnyficence. And ſo my deſpꝛe is to pelde 
vnto the at allhoures x all momentis of tyme / ⁊ ſo I deſyꝛe + 
beleche all the heuenly ſpirites with allfeithfull criſten crea⸗ 
tures fo: to yelde vnto the pꝛaiſynges. with effectuous pꝛay⸗ 
ers: all the vniuerſall people pꝛayſe the. All generacyons / ⁊ 
kyndes magnyfie the holy / and l wete namein great Joye / # 
bzennynge deuocion. ⁊ that they that celebꝛatys that ryght 
hyeand holy ſacrament / ⁊ receyucth it in playne feythe / and 
great reuerence ⁊ deuocyon: may merite towardis the / and 
kynde grace ⁊ mercy. And foꝛ me wꝛetchede ſynner J mekc- 
ly beſeche the whan J ſhall haue a taſt ofthatſwete vnyon / 
deuocdn lo moch wyllhed x deſized:thatJ may be fulfplled 
dt ledſo meruelouſſiy at that heuenly ⁊ holp table: that atm 
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Deptingefromthens:thou goodlo:dc wyll haue me pozell⸗ 
ner in thy pyteous remembꝛaunce. 
¶ Thata manſhuldenat be tocutious a ĩquiſitoꝛ of pᷣ holp 
ſacramẽt:but a meke folo wer ot criſt ieſu in lubmittynge his 
reaſon ⁊ felynge to the holp feyth. Ca.xvuii. 
E kms behoues the to kepe the from to curyous iquyſicy- 
on ofthe ryght pzofounde ſacramẽt if thou wilte nat 
be cofouded in thy pꝛopꝛebyce / and d20wned inthe deppeth 
of opinpons. Foz hethat wyll inquire ofthe hye maieſtye of 
god:he ſhaltanone be oppꝛeſſed x thruſt do wne from ỹ glo⸗ 
ry of the lame. God map open moꝛe than man mape vnder- 
ſtande. The deuoute / t meke inquiſicyon of truthe ꝓs alwey 
redy to be doctryned and taught. Ind f thou ſtudye to goo 
by the holy / true and entyer ſetenceg oſ holy faders:it ys nat 
repꝛouable:but weill to be pꝛayſed. Ind that lympleneſſe ys 
well to be pꝛayſed:that leuethe the wayes of dyfficultyes / ⁊ 
queſtions / and goeth by the playne / and ferme pathe ol the 
comaundementes ot god. Many haue loſt theyꝛ deuocpon: 
mſechynge ſo beſily the hye inſpekeable thynges. ¶ Itys 
pnoughe to demaunde ofthe faſt feythe.pure / and clene lyfe 
and nat the hye and ſubtyll pꝛofounde myſteryes of god. foꝛ 
pf thou may nat compꝛehende and vnderſtande that / that is 
within the: ho we mayſte thou thanne vuderſtandethynges 
that be aboue the. Submytte the thanne mekely vnto god x 
all thy vnderſtandynge to the feythe or holy churche / and ye 
tyght of trueſtiente ſhall be gyuen vnto the as ſhalbe to the 
mooſt neceſſarie and pꝛofytable. Some tempted 
aner 
repute ennempe 
the tende. Ind fo2 that lette not thy good wyll / noꝛ dyſpute 
nat in hy thowghtes: noꝛ anſ were nat to the doubtes that 
the ennempe or helle bzyngeth befoꝛt the / but fermely truſt in 
the woꝛdes ol god. and belene in ſayntes: and holy pzophet- 


| res:andthanſhallthatcurſedennempeſoone fie frome the. 


Itis often plytablethatthe (eruauntes of god ſultte / alu 
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ſepneſucheaſſaultes. Fo: the ennemp tenptethnatthe mys 
creauntes/x vnfeythfullpeople: no2 alſo thegreateſpnners 
thatheſurdy holdeth x poſſedeth: but he tempteth/trayuai- 
leth / and toꝛmenteth in dyuers manersthe good feythefull 
and cryſten creatures. And therfoze kepe the alweyes wyth 
mekettue keythe. a doubte the nought: but come vnto thys 
holy ſacrament with lo wly reuerence. And that thou mayſt 
nat vnderſtande: comptte it vnto almighty god / foꝛ heſhal 
nat diſceyue the: But he ſhall be dyſcepued: that to moche 
truſteth in hym ſelfe. God walked wythe the ſymple people 
and ſhewed hym ſelfe openly vnto the meke. He gauevnder- 
ſtandynge vnto theym that were poꝛe in ſpyzite. Ind he hyd 
his grace and ſecretes from theym tbat were pꝛoude / high r 
curious. Foꝛ the humane reaſon map lyghtiy erre ⁊ be diſ- 
ceyued:but the true feyth may neuer dyſceyueno2 fayle. All 
reaſon and naturail inquyſicionought to folowe fepthe: - 
out farther reaſonynge. ¶ Faſt fepth and true loue ſurmõ⸗ 
teth all curious inqupſicion:pꝛyncypallp in thys mater. and 
meruelouſly openeth to vnderſtandynge in ſecrete maner ot 
thys holy and ryghtercellent ſacrament. ¶ O eterdall god 
and withoute meſure ofmyght:and bounte: which haſt ma⸗ 
de the infinite greate and wounderfull thinges inthe heuen 
and erthe whiche none ys ſufficyent to enqupꝛe / vnderſtand 
oz fynde the ſecretes of thy ſo meruelous werk es. and ther- 
foe they be called in eſtymable: foꝛ mannis reaſon nowther 
map / noꝛ can compꝛehende thy werkes. To whome god lo2- 
de almyghty: be gyuen laude / and pꝛaylynge wytheouten 


ende. Amen. = 


¶ Thus endethe the fo:the boke folo winge 
Jelſu Cryſt a the cõtempnyuge ol ß wozlde, 


TThemirroure of Golde foꝛthe 
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